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�
Note to the reader 
�
�
�
�
$V�D� WHHQDJHU�� WKH�%RRN�RI�3URYHUEV�ZDV�DOZD\V�RQH�RI�P\�IDYRULWH�
ERRNV�RI� WKH�%LEOH��%XW� LW�KDV� WDNHQ�PH�\HDUV� WR� UHDOO\�DSSUHFLDWH²
DQG� OHDUQ� WR� DSSO\²WKH� VLPSOH� \HW� SURIRXQG� SULQFLSOHV� LW� WHDFKHV��
+RSHIXOO\�WKLV�OLWWOH�ERRN�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�D�KHDG�VWDUW�RQ�WKDW�VDPH�SDWK��
�
2QH�RI�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�ERRN�KDV�EHHQ�ILJXULQJ�RXW�KRZ�
WR� WUDQVODWH� WKH� ELEOLFDO� SDVVDJHV� LQWR� DQ� HDV\�WR�UHDG�� teen-friendly�
UHQGHULQJ��0\� JRDO� ZDV� WR�PDNH� WKH� SDVVDJHV� FOHDU� DQG� DOLYH� ZLWK�
PHDQLQJ²DV�ZHOO�DV�IXQ�WR�UHDG��,�KRSH�,�KDYH�VXFFHHGHG��
�
,¶G�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�)UHG�5��&RXOWHU��SXEOLVKHU��IRU�JLYLQJ�PH�WKH�RSSRU�
WXQLW\�WR�SURGXFH�WKLV�ERRN��$QG�VSHFLDO�WKDQNV�JRHV�WR�+LHGL�9RJHOH�
IRU�KHU�VNLOOIXO�KDQGOLQJ�RI�WKH�OD\RXW�DQG�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�WH[W��
�
My background:�,�JUDGXDWHG�LQ������IURP�$PEDVVDGRU�&ROOHJH��%LJ�
6DQG\��7H[DV��ZKHUH�,�VWXGLHG�WKHRORJ\�DQG�MRXUQDOLVP��,�ODWHU�VSHQW�
WHQ� \HDUV� DV� D� GHVLJQHU� DQG� FRS\ZULWHU� IRU� DQ� DGYHUWLVLQJ� DJHQF\��

%LEOLFDO� &KXUFK� RI� *RG�� +ROOLVWHU�� &DOLIRUQLD�� ,� SUHVHQWO\�
OLYH�QHDU�0HULGLDQ��0LVVLVVLSSL��
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Introduction 
�
�
“Wisdom begins with properly fearing God, and extraordinary 
insight comes from understanding what is holy.” 
�
�
�
�
�

Sorry, there’s no app for this . . . 
�
7KH� WKURQH�RYHU� ,VUDHO�KDG� MXVW�EHHQ�SDVVHG� WR�6RORPRQ��+LV� IDWKHU��
'DYLG��D�PLJKW\�PDQ�RI�ZDU��KDG�PDGH�WKH�+HEUHZ�QDWLRQ�RQH�RI�WKH�
JUHDWHVW� DQG�PRVW� IHDUHG� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ�� %XW� 6RORPRQ� ZDV� D� \RXQJ�
PDQ�� DQG� KH� KDG� UHDO� GRXEWV� DERXW� KLV� DELOLW\� WR� OHDG� WKH� WKULYLQJ�
NLQJGRP��+H�NQHZ�KH�KDG�ELJ�VKRHV�WR�ILOO��Very big��
� *RG�NQHZ�WKLV�WRR��$�VKRUW�WLPH�DIWHU�6RORPRQ�ZDV�DQRLQWHG�
DV�NLQJ��*RG�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�LQ�D�GUHDP��+H�WROG�KLP��³$VN�IRU�DQ\�
WKLQJ�\RX�ZDQW��DQG�LW¶V�\RXUV�´�
� *RG�ZDV�RIIHULQJ�6RORPRQ�anything�KH�ZDQWHG��ULFKHV��IDPH��
WHUULWRU\�� D� ORQJ� OLIH�� UHYHQJH�RQ� ,VUDHO¶V� HQHPLHV²KH�FRXOG�KDYH� LW�
DOO��+H�RQO\�KDG�WR�DVN���
� %XW�6RORPRQ�ZDV�VPDUWHU�WKDQ�WKDW��+H�NQHZ�ZKDW�KH�needed 
most²DQG� KLV� DQVZHU� ERWK� VXUSULVHG� DQG� SOHDVHG� *RG�� 6RORPRQ�
EHJDQ� E\� WKDQNLQJ�*RG� IRU� WKH� WUHPHQGRXV� IDYRU�+H� KDG� VKRZQ� WR�
'DYLG�� DQG� KH� UHPLQGHG�*RG� WKDW� KLV� IDWKHU� KDG� IDLWKIXOO\� ZDONHG�
EHIRUH� +LP�ZLWK� DQ� XSULJKW� KHDUW�� 6RORPRQ� DOVR� WKDQNHG� *RG� IRU�
H[WHQGLQJ�WKDW�VDPH�IDYRU�WR�KLPVHOI²IRU�DOORZLQJ�KLP�WR�VLW�RQ�KLV�
IDWKHU¶V�WKURQH��7KHQ�KH�VDLG��³%XW�,�DP�D�\RXQJ�PDQ��ZLWK�QR�H[SHUL�
HQFH�� 8QOLNH� P\� IDWKHU�� ,� GRQ¶W� NQRZ� KRZ� WR� FRQGXFW� P\VHOI� DV� D�
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OHDGHU²KRZ�WR�FRPPDQG�UHVSHFW�RU� LQVSLUH�OR\DOW\��+RZ�FDQ�,� OHDG�
VXFK�D�JUHDW�QDWLRQ�DV�WKLV"´��
� )LQDOO\��6RORPRQ�PDGH�KLV�VLPSOH�UHTXHVW�EHIRUH�*RG��³*LYH�
PH� DQ� understanding heart²VR� WKDW� ,� PLJKW� ULJKWO\� MXGJH� \RXU�
SHRSOH��VR�WKDW�,�PLJKW�discern�EHWZHHQ�JRRG�DQG�HYLO�´��
� 6RORPRQ¶V� UHVSRQVH�VKRZHG�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�PDGH�RI��<RX�VHH��
WKH� \RXQJ� NLQJ� NQHZ� KH� KDG� D� ORW� WR� OHDUQ²LQ� D� YHU\� VKRUW� WLPH��
6LPSO\�SXW��6RORPRQ�ZDQWHG�wisdom²WKH�good�sense�WR�ULJKWO\�OHDG�
KLV�SHRSOH��
� 3OHDVHG�ZLWK� 6RORPRQ¶V� UHTXHVW�� *RG� DQVZHUHG�� ³<RX� KDYH�
QRW�DVNHG�IRU�D�ORQJ�OLIH��IRU�ULFKHV��RU�IRU�UHYHQJH�RQ�\RXU�HQHPLHV��
,QVWHDG��\RX�KDYH�DVNHG�IRU�understanding�DQG�discernment²IRU�WKH�
DELOLW\� WR�rightly judge� \RXU�SHRSOH��<RX�KDYH�DQVZHUHG�ZHOO�� DQG� ,�
ZLOO�LQGHHG�JLYH�\RX�D�wise�DQG�understanding�KHDUW²RQH�XQOLNH�DQ\�
RWKHU�NLQJ�EHIRUH�\RX�RU�DQ\�NLQJ�DIWHU�\RX�´�
� 6RORPRQ¶V�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�ZLVGRP�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH� WKH� WDON�RI�
DOO�,VUDHO²DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�FRXOG�FOHDUO\�VHH�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�ZLWK�KLP��,Q�
WLPH��NLQJV�DQG�TXHHQV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�NQRZQ�ZRUOG�ZHUH�FRPLQJ�WR�
6RORPRQ� IRU� KHOS�ZLWK� WKHLU� WKRUQLHVW� SUREOHPV�� 7KH\� WRR� KRSHG� WR�
EHQHILW�IURP�KLV�ZLVGRP�DQG�LQVLJKW�� ,QGHHG��DV� ,�.LQJV�������VD\V��
³3HRSOH� IURP� DURXQG� WKH� ZRUOG� ZHUH� FRPLQJ� WR� 6RORPRQ� WR� OHDUQ�
IURP�KLV�ZLVGRP²WKH�ZLVGRP�*RG�KDG�JLYHQ�WR�KLP�´��
� 7KH�QDUUDWLYH�DERYH�FRPHV�PRVWO\�IURP�,�.LQJV�FKDSWHUV������
DQG� \RX� FDQ� JHW� WKH� ZKROH� VWRU\� E\� UHDGLQJ� WKURXJK� ,�.LQJV� DQG� ,�
&KURQLFOHV��%XW�ZKDW�DERXW�WKLV�WKLQJ�FDOOHG�wisdom²ZKDW�LV�LW��DQG�
KRZ�FDQ�you�FRPH�WR�KDYH�LW"�
�
“So what is wisdom, anyway?” 
�
:KHQ�PRVW�SHRSOH�WKLQN�DERXW�wisdom�� WKH\�LPDJLQH�DQ�³DJHG�ZLVH�
RQH´�ZLWK�D�ORQJ�JUD\�EHDUG�JLYLQJ�RXW�VDJH�DGYLFH�IURP�VRPH�PRXQ�
WDLQWRS�� %XW� WKLV� VWHUHRW\SH� VKRUWFKDQJHV� WKH� WUXWK� DERXW� ZLVGRP��
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<HV�� ZLVGRP� GRHV� RIWHQ� FRPH� ZLWK� DJH²EHFDXVH� ZLWK� DJH� FRPHV�
experience�� $QG� H[SHULHQFH� FDQ� EH� D� JUHDW� WHDFKHU�� HYHQ� WKH� EHVW�
WHDFKHU�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV��%XW�H[SHULHQFH�FDQ�DOVR�EH�D�KDUVK�DQG�SDLQIXO�
WHDFKHU��<RX�VHH��H[SHULHQFH�LV�DOZD\V�D�GD\�ODWH��,W�DOZD\V�WHDFKHV�XV�
WKH�OHVVRQ�ZH�ZLVK�ZH¶G�OHDUQHG�before�ZH�KDG�WKH�H[SHULHQFH��
� 6R�ZH�PDNH�PLVWDNHV� DQG� VXIIHU� IRU� LW²DQG�� KRSHIXOO\�� ZH�
OHDUQ�IURP�WKRVH�PLVWDNHV�DQG�GHYHORS�VRPH�³JRRG�VHQVH´�DORQJ�WKH�
ZD\��%XW� DV�D� \RXQJ�SHUVRQ�\RX¶G� UDWKHU�KDYH�ZLVGRP�now��6XUHO\�
WKHUH¶V�D�TXLFNHU�SDWK�WR�ZLVGRP²ULJKW"�
� 7KH� JRRG� QHZV� LV�� \RX� WRR� FDQ� EHJLQ� WR� KDYH� UHDO� ZLVGRP��
HYHQ� DV� D� WHHQDJHU��%XW� EHIRUH�ZH� WDON� DERXW�how�� OHW¶V� XQGHUVWDQG�
what wisdom really is���
� :LVGRP�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�EHLQJ�VPDUW��RU�KDYLQJ�D�ORW�RI�EUDLQV��,W�
GRHVQ¶W� QHFHVVDULO\� FRPH� ZLWK� LQWHOOLJHQFH� RU� NQRZOHGJH²VR� \RX�
FDQ¶W�MXVW�³JHW�ZLVH´�E\�UHDGLQJ�D�ERRN���,QFOXGLQJ�this�ERRN���(YHQ�
WKH� VPDUWHVW� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG²LQFOXGLQJ� JHQLXVHV²RIWHQ� IDLO� WR�
GHPRQVWUDWH�RU�H[HUFLVH�ZLVGRP��%XW�DV�\RX¶OO�VHH��ZLVGRP�GRHV�GH�
SHQG� RQ� KDYLQJ� WKH� right� kind� RI� NQRZOHGJH²DQG� acting� RQ� WKDW�
NQRZOHGJH��
� 3HUKDSV�WKH�HDVLHVW�ZD\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�³ZLVGRP´�LV�WR�WKLQN�RI�
LW� DV� ³KDYLQJ� WKH�good� sense� WR�PDNH� smart�decisions�´�7KURXJKRXW�
OLIH�ZH�PDNH�ORWV�RI�GHFLVLRQV²VRPH�JRRG��VRPH�QRW�VR�JRRG��$QG�
GHFLVLRQV� DUH� LPSRUWDQW�� EHFDXVH� RXU� FKRLFHV� KDYH� FRQVHTXHQFHV��
�7KURXJKRXW� WKLV� ERRN�ZH¶OO� KDYH� D� lot� WR� VD\� DERXW� FKRLFHV�� GHFL�
VLRQV��DQG�FRQVHTXHQFHV���
� $�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�ZLVGRP�VKRZV�good� judgment²WKH\�DUH�DEOH�
WR�GLVFHUQ�RU� UHFRJQL]H�why�D�FHUWDLQ�GHFLVLRQ�RU�FKRLFH�RU�DFWLRQ� LV�
best��:LVGRP�� WKHQ�� LV� thinking� DQG�acting� LQ� VXFK�D�ZD\� WKDW�RQH¶V�
GHFLVLRQV� RU� FKRLFHV� DUH� EHQHILFLDO� DQG� SURGXFWLYH�� ,Q� WKH� %RRN� RI�
3URYHUEV�� ZLVGRP� LV� UHSUHVHQWHG� DV� D�way of thinking²DQG� WKXV�
living²WKDW� LV� GLVFLSOLQHG�� VRFLDOO\� DFFHSWDEOH�� DQG�PRUDOO\� XSULJKW��
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7KDW¶V� UHDOO\� ZKDW� 6RORPRQ� DVNHG� IRU²WKH� DELOLW\� WR� PDNH� right 
decisions�IRU�WKH�JRRG�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO��
� 6R�ZKDW�DERXW�\RX²KRZ�FDQ�D�young person�KDYH�ZLVGRP"�
+RZ� FDQ� \RX�PDNH� VXUH� \RXU� GHFLVLRQV� DQG� FKRLFHV� DUH�wise²DUH�
JRRG�DQG�ULJKW��ZLWKRXW�QHJDWLYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV"�<RX�FHUWDLQO\�GRQ¶W�
ZDQW� WR� KDYH� WR� GHYHORS� ZLVGRP� WKURXJK� WKH� ³VFKRRO� RI� KDUG�
NQRFNV´��6R�where�DQG�how�GR�\RX�EHJLQ"�
�
“Okay, I need good sense! Where do I start?” 
�
6RORPRQ¶V�ZLVGRP�ZDV�D�VSHFLDO�gift�IURP�*RG��$QG�H[FHSW�IRU�-HVXV�
WKH�0HVVLDK��QR�RQH�KDV�VLQFH�KDG�that�NLQG�RI�ZLVGRP��6R�OHW¶V�IDFH�
LW�� *RG¶V� QRW� JRLQJ� WR�PDNH� \RX� RU�PH� LQWR� DQRWKHU� 6RORPRQ�� %XW�
*RG�FDQ�VWLOO�help you develop wisdom²WKH�good sense�\RX�QHHG�WR�
OHDG�D�KDSS\�DQG�SURGXFWLYH�OLIH��7KH�NH\�LV�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�RWKHUV²WR�
EHQHILW�IURP�their�H[SHULHQFHV��7KLV�FRXOG�LQFOXGH�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�
\RXU�WHDFKHUV�DW�VFKRRO��\RXU�SDVWRU�DW�FKXUFK��RU�RWKHU�WUXVWHG�DGXOWV��
$QG�LW�GHILQLWHO\�LQFOXGHV�\RXU�SDUHQWV��
� %XW�PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��LW�PHDQV�looking to God��$QG�6RORPRQ�
WHOOV� XV� ULJKW�ZKHUH� WR� VWDUW�� ³:LVGRP�EHJLQV�ZLWK� SURSHUO\� fearing 
God�� DQG� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� LQVLJKW� FRPHV� IURP� understanding what is 
holy´��3URYHUEV��������/HW¶V�GLVVHFW�WKLV�YHUVH�D�ELW� 
� )LUVW��WKLV�LV�not�WDONLQJ�DERXW�EHLQJ�IHDUIXO�RI�*RG²OLNH�+H¶V�
JRLQJ�WR�VWULNH�\RX�GHDG�RU�VRPHWKLQJ��5DWKHU�� LW¶V�D�KHDOWK\�IHDU�� ,W�
PHDQV� KDYLQJ� JHQXLQH� respect� IRU� *RG²KRQRULQJ� +LV� SRVLWLRQ� DV�
&UHDWRU� DQG� 5XOHU� RI� WKH� XQLYHUVH��And of your life�� $V� \RX¶OO� VHH�
WKURXJKRXW� WKLV�ERRN��*RG�ZDQWV� D� real� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� \RX��+H¶V�
QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�D�SDUW�WLPH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RU�DQ�RQ�DJDLQ�RII�DJDLQ�UH�
ODWLRQVKLS�� +H� ZDQWV� WKH� UHDO� GHDO�� $QG� WKDW� UHODWLRQVKLS� PXVW� EH�
EDVHG� RQ� \RXU� ZLOOLQJQHVV� WR� KRQHVWO\� live� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� ZKDW� +H�
VKRZV� \RX� LQ� WKH� %LEOH�� 7KDW¶V� UHVSHFW²WKDW¶V� IHDULQJ� *RG�� $QG 
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that’s ZKHUH�ZLVGRP�WUXO\�EHJLQV��
� *RG�DEVROXWHO\�can�DQG�will�EHJLQ�WR�JLYH�\RX�UHDO�ZLVGRP²
EXW�RQO\�ZLWKLQ�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS��<RX�VHH��KDYLQJ�*RG�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�
\RXU�OLIH�ZLOO�change�WKH�ZD\�\RX�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV��LW�ZLOO�DIIHFW�HYHU\�
FKRLFH�\RX�PDNH²IRU�EHWWHU���
� 1RZ�ORRN�DW�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUW�RI�WKLV�YHUVH²³H[WUDRUGLQDU\�LQ�
VLJKW� FRPHV� IURP�understanding what is holy�´�8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�
*RG�FRQVLGHUV�holy�PHDQV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�+H�KDV�SODQQHG��GHWHU�
PLQHG�� DQG� RUGDLQHG�� ,W�PHDQV� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�how God thinks��$QG�
WKDW�RQO\�FRPHV�E\�UHDGLQJ�DQG�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�%LEOH²ZKLFK�ZLOO�JLYH�
\RX�XQFRPPRQ�insight�LQ�WKLV�FRQIXVLQJ�ZRUOG��
� 6R�KHUH¶V�ZKDW�WKLV�YHUVH�LV�UHDOO\�VD\LQJ��³:LVGRP²KDYLQJ�
WKH� JRRG� VHQVH� WR�PDNH� VPDUW� GHFLVLRQV²VWDUWV� ZLWK� KDYLQJ� D� real 
relationship�ZLWK�*RG��$QG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� KRZ�*RG� WKLQNV²ZKLFK�
FRPHV�E\�KDYLQJ�\RXU�QRVH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH²ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKLV�FRPSOH[�WKLQJ�ZH�FDOO�OLIH�´�
�
“What can Proverbs do for me?” 
�
6RORPRQ� ZURWH� WKH� %RRN� RI� 3URYHUEV� SULPDULO\� IRU� KLV� RZQ� FKLO�
GUHQ²VR� WKH\� FRXOG�EHQHILW� IURP�KLV�ZLVGRP�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��$QG�
MXVW� DV�*RG�ZDV� WKH� source� RI�6RORPRQ¶V�ZLVGRP��+H�ZDV� DOVR� WKH�
inspiration�EHKLQG�WKH�ERRN��7KLV�PHDQV�3URYHUEV�LV�DFWXDOO\�D�*RG�
LQVSLUHG� ERRN� LQWHQGHG� HVSHFLDOO\� IRU� \RXQJ� SHRSOH�� 6R� ZKHQ� \RX�
UHDG�3URYHUEV��UHDG�LW�DV�LI�*RG�LV�talking to you²EHFDXVH�+H�LV��
� $�ORW�RI�6RORPRQ¶V�ZLVGRP�UHVXOWHG�IURP�WKLQJV�'DYLG�WDXJKW�
KLP²WKLQJV�'DYLG�ODWHU�ZURWH�DERXW�LQ�WKH�%RRN�RI�3VDOPV��+HUH¶V�D�
JRRG�H[DPSOH��³$� ULJKWHRXV�PDQ´²RQH�ZKR�JHQXLQHO\� lives�*RG¶V�
ZD\�RI� OLIH²³IRFXVHV�RQ�ZLVGRP��DQG�VSHDNV�RQO\�RI�ZKDW� LV� JRRG�
DQG�ULJKW��God’s teachings�ILOO�KLV�PLQG²VR�KH�QHYHU�VWUD\V�IURP�WKH�
ULJKW�SDWK´��3VDOPV������������

GOOD SENSE! 
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� 6RORPRQ�OHDUQHG�IURP�DQ�HDUO\�DJH�WKDW�God’s�teachings�ZHUH�
WKH� WUXH� IRXQGDWLRQ� RI�ZLVGRP²DQG� WKH� NH\� WR� OLYLQJ� D� KDSS\� DQG�
VXFFHVVIXO�OLIH��7KHVH�teachings�LQFOXGH�*RG¶V�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�JXLGH�
OLQHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�+LV�UXOHV�DQG�FRPPDQGPHQWV���
� %XW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�KDYH�WKH�ZURQJ�LGHD�DERXW�*RG¶V�³UXOHV´²
WKLQNLQJ� WKH\�PDNH� OLIH� WRR�KDUG�� RU� WKDW� WKH\�KLQGHU�XV� IURP� UHDOO\�
HQMR\LQJ�OLIH��6R�WU\�WKLQNLQJ�RI�*RG¶V�UXOHV�DV�fences�SXW�XS�DURXQG�
GDQJHURXV� DUHDV� RI� OLIH²QRW� WR� OLPLW� XV�� EXW� WR� protect� XV�� 2WKHU�
³UXOHV´�VKRZ�XV�H[DFWO\�how�*RG�ZDQWV�XV�WR�ZRUVKLS�+LP��UHODWH�WR�
+LP�� DQG� SOHDVH� +LP�� +HUH¶V� KRZ� 0RVHV� SXW� LW�� ³/LVWHQ� WR� WKHVH�
WHDFKLQJV²live by them!�'R�ZKDW�LV�JRRG�DQG�ULJKW�LQ�*RG¶V�VLJKW²
VR� WKDW� your life will go well�� DQG� \RXU� FKLOGUHQ¶V� OLYHV� DIWHU�
\RX�´��'HXWHURQRP\���������
� 7KLV� LV� WKH�ZKROH� LGHD�EHKLQG�6RORPRQ¶V�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�³ZLVH�
VD\LQJV´²WR�KHOS�your life go well��,Q�VKRUW��WKH�purpose�RI�3URYHUEV�
LV� WR�KHOS�PDNH�\RXU�MRXUQH\�IURP�WHHQDJHU�WR�DGXOW�ERWK�KDSS\�DQG�
VXFFHVVIXO²DQG�ZLWKRXW�UHJUHWV��
� 6RUU\�� WKHUH¶V� QR� DSS� IRU� WKLV�� %XW� DV� D� WHHQDJHU� LQ� D� FUD]\��
PL[HG�XS�ZRUOG�� \RX� UHDOO\�GR�QHHG�good�sense��6R�NHHS� UHDGLQJ²
EHFDXVH�wisdom VWDUWV�ULJKW�KHUH��
�

Sorry, there’s no app for this…� 
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1 
�
�
“Take time to ponder the path of your feet, then all  
your ways will be well established.” 
�
�
�
�
�

Eyes on the road! 
�
7KH�ROG�IDUPHU�FKXFNOHG�DV�WKH�EHIXGGOHG�FLW\�VOLFNHU�WULHG�IUDQWLFDOO\�
WR�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�PDS�KH�ZDV�VWXG\LQJ��³<RX�ORRN�OLNH�\RX¶UH�MXVW�
D�OLWWOH�ELW�ORVW�´�KH�TXLSSHG��³:KHUH�\RX�KHDGLQ¶�DQ\ZD\"´ 
� 7KH� ZHOO�GUHVVHG� WUDYHOOHU� ORRNHG� DQ[LRXVO\� DW� WKH� IDUPHU��
³1RZKHUH�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��-XVW�RXW�IRU�D�GULYH�´�
� ³-XVW�RXW�IRU�D�GULYH��KXK"�:HOO��\RX¶G�EHWWHU�EH�FDUHIXO��)RONV�
JHW� ORVW� RXW� KHUH� LQ� WKHVH� SDUWV� IRU� GD\V�´� WKH� IDUPHU� DGYLVHG�� ³,¶P�
JXHVVLQ¶�\RX¶OO�EH�ZDQWLQ¶�PH�WR�VKRZ�\RX�KRZ�WR�JHW�EDFN�WR�WRZQ"´�
� ³,¶G�EH�PXFK�REOLJHG�´�
� ³$LQ¶W�QR�SUREOHP��%XW� MXVW� UHPHPEHU��QH[W� WLPH�\RX� WDNH�D�
PLQG�WR�JHW�RXW�RQ�WKH�URDG��WKLQN�DERXW�ZKHUH�WKDW�URDG¶V�JRQQD�WDNH�
\RX��2U�\RX¶OO�HQG�XS�VRPHSODFH�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQQD�EH�´�
� 6HHPV� WKH� \RXQJ� WUDYHOOHU� KDG� FKRVHQ� D� URDG�ZLWKRXW� EHLQJ�
WRR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�KLV�GHVWLQDWLRQ��/LIH�FDQ�EH�D�ORW�OLNH�WKDW��,Q�IDFW��
PRVW� SHRSOH� JR� WKURXJK� OLIH� JLYLQJ� OLWWOH� WKRXJKW� WR� where� WKH\¶UH�
KHDGHG��:H�VRPHWLPHV�KDYH�D�YDJXH�LGHD�DERXW�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW�WR�be�

 

��



RU�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW� WR�do��%XW�ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR�KRZ�ZH�DFWXDOO\� OLYH�
RXU�OLYHV��ZH�VHOGRP�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�DVN�LI�ZH¶UH�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�URDG���
� 7KHUH¶V� DQ�ROG�&KLQHVH�SURYHUE� WKDW� VD\V�� ³&KRRVH� WKH�SDWK��
FKRRVH�WKH�GHVWLQDWLRQ�´�$W�ILUVW�JODQFH��WKLV�SURYHUE�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�LW�
DOO� EDFNZDUGV��$IWHU� DOO��ZH� XVXDOO\� FKRRVH� D� GHVWLQDWLRQ� first�� WKHQ�
ZRUU\�DERXW�KRZ�WR�JHW�WKHUH²ULJKW"�%XW�WKLV�SURYHUE�HPSKDVL]HV�WKH�
QHHG�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�path�itself��7KH�LGHD�LV�WKDW�LI�\RX�FKRRVH�WR�IRO�
ORZ�D�FHUWDLQ�SDWK²good or bad²\RX�DOVR�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�FKRRVH�WKH�
destination� WKDW� SDWK� OHDGV� WR��7KDW�PD\�QRW� EH�ZKDW� \RX�ZDQW�� EXW�
WKDW¶V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KDSSHQV��7KH�OHVVRQ�KHUH�LV�WR�DYRLG�JRLQJ�GRZQ�D�
FHUWDLQ�URDG�ZLWKRXW�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�where�WKDW�URDG�PLJKW�OHDG��
� ,Q� WKH�%RRN�RI�3URYHUEV��6RORPRQ�HQFRXUDJHV� \RXQJ�SHRSOH�
WR�VWD\�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKHLU�path��+H�ZURWH��³7DNH�WLPH�WR�SRQGHU�WKH�SDWK�
RI� \RXU� IHHW�� WKHQ� DOO� \RXU�ZD\V�ZLOO�EH�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG´� �3URYHUEV�
�������2I�FRXUVH��6RORPRQ�ZDVQ¶W�WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZDONLQJ�D�IRRWSDWK�RU�
WDNLQJ�D�URDG�WULS��+H�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�how you live your life��
� 7KH�+HEUHZ�ZRUG� IRU� ³SRQGHU´�PHDQV� WR�weigh��:H� DUH� WR�
weigh²WR�FRQVLGHU��H[DPLQH²WKH�³OLIH�SDWK´�ZH�DUH�IROORZLQJ��$QG�
ZH�VKRXOG�GR�VR�UHJXODUO\��If we do²LI�ZH�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�SDWK�ZH�DUH�
IROORZLQJ� LV� JRRG� DQG� ULJKW²WKHQ�ZH� FDQ� KDYH� FRQILGHQFH� WKDW� RXU�
OLIH�ZLOO�SUHWW\�PXFK�JR�ZHOO��
� $GGLQJ�LQ�YHUVHV����DQG�����KHUH¶V�ZKDW�6RORPRQ�ZDV�VD\LQJ��
³3D\� DWWHQWLRQ� DQG� ZDWFK� ZKHUH� \RX¶UH� KHDGHG� LQ� OLIH�� &RQWLQXDOO\�
evaluate�WKH�SDWK�\RX¶UH�IROORZLQJ��0DNH�VXUH�LW¶V�JRRG�DQG�ULJKW�DQG�
GRQ¶W�VWUD\�IURP�LW��2QO\�WKHQ�ZLOO�\RXU�OLIH�EH�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�´�
�
“Where you headin’ anyway?” 
�
What�GR�\RX�ZDQW� WR�EH�ZKHQ�\RX� ILQLVK�VFKRRO"�*RW�DQ\�SODQV"� ,I�
\RX�GR��WKDW¶V�JUHDW��,I�QRW��QR�ZRUULHV²WDNH�\RXU�WLPH��$IWHU�DOO��LW¶V�
D�UHDOO\�ELJ�GHFLVLRQ��

GOOD SENSE! 
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� %XW�D�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQ�LV��Who GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EH" �
� /LNH�VRPHRQH�RXW�IRU�D�FDVXDO�³6XQGD\�GULYH´�ZLWK�QR�SDUWLF�
XODU�GHVWLQDWLRQ�LQ�PLQG��D�ORW�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�GULIW�DLPOHVVO\�WKURXJK�
OLIH�QHYHU� WKLQNLQJ�RI� WKH�kind of person� WKH\�ZDQW� WR�³JURZ�XS´� WR�
EH�� 7KH\� KDYHQ¶W� UHDOO\� FKRVHQ� D� life-path²VR� OLIH� MXVW� VRUW� RI�
³KDSSHQV�´�
� 7KH�UHVXOW�LV�WKDW�\RX�HQG�XS�IROORZLQJ�WKH�FURZG²ZKDWHYHU�
LV�SRSXODU��ZKDWHYHU�LV�HDV\��-HVXV�ZDUQHG�DERXW�WKLV�³ZLGH�SDWK´�WKDW�
HYHU\ERG\�VHHPV� WR� IROORZ��³7KHUH� LV�DQ�RSHQ��ZLGH� URDG� WKDW�PRVW�
SHRSOH� IROORZ��EXW� LW�RQO\� OHDGV� WR� UXLQ��2QO\�D� IHZ�ILQG�DQG�IROORZ�
WKH�QDUURZ�URDG�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�OLIH´��0DWWKHZ�����������
� 1R�PDWWHU� ZKDW� NLQG� RI� SODQV� \RX�PD\� KDYH�� \RXU� XOWLPDWH�
GHVWLQDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG��7KDW¶V�ZKHUH�WKH�QDUURZ�
URDG�OHDGV��-HVXV�VDLG�ZH�DUH�WR�VHHN�*RG¶V�NLQJGRP�first²DERYH�DOO�
HOVH� �0DWWKHZ� ������� 6R� \RXU� OLIH�SDWK� should� EH� RQH� WKDW� SUHSDUHV�
\RX� IRU� WKDW�NLQJGRP��3UREOHP� LV�� WKHUH�DUH� VR�PDQ\�distractions� LQ�
WKLV�ZRUOG�WKDW�LW¶V�UHDOO\�HDV\�WR�IRUJHW�DERXW�ZKHUH�ZH¶UH�VXSSRVHG�
WR� EH� KHDGHG�� %XW� OLNH� 6RORPRQ� VD\V�� WKH� DQVZHU� LV� WR� UHJXODUO\�
³SRQGHU�\RXU�SDWK´²check to see�LI�\RX¶UH�VWLOO�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�URDG��
� 7KH�DSRVWOH�3DXO�HQFRXUDJHG�-HVXV¶�IROORZHUV�WR�GR�MXVW� WKDW��
³7DNH� WKH� WLPH� WR� UHDOO\� H[DPLQH� \RXUVHOYHV²WR� VHH� LI� \RX¶UH� VWLOO�
OLYLQJ� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� IDLWK� \RX� SURIHVV�� 7HVW� \RXUVHOYHV� WR� EH�
VXUH�´��,,�&RULQWKLDQV��������3DXO�DOVR�ZURWH�WKDW�LI�we�ZRXOG�³MXGJH�
RXUVHOYHV´²DJDLQ�� WDNH� WKH� WLPH� WR� UHDOO\� HYDOXDWH� RXU� OLIH�SDWK²
WKHQ�God�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�WR�MXGJH�XV��,�&RULQWKLDQV���������7KH�IDFW�
LV��HYHQ�LI�we’re�QRW�³SRQGHULQJ�RXU�SDWK�´�*RG�LV��³(YHU\WKLQJ�\RX�
GR� LV� ULJKW� EHIRUH� WKH� H\HV� RI� *RG�� IRU� +H� SRQGHUV� DOO� RI� RXU�
SDWKV´��3URYHUEV��������
� (YHU\� SDWK� OHDGV� somewhere²LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� OLIH�SDWK� \RX¶UH�
now�IROORZLQJ��$UH�\RX�VXUH�RI�WKH�SDWK�\RX¶UH�RQ²VXUH�RI�where�LW�
ZLOO� WDNH�\RX"�5HPHPEHU� WKH�ROG� IDUPHU¶V�DGYLFH�� ,I� \RX�GRQ¶W�SD\�

Eyes on the road! 
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DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�URDG��\RX¶OO�HQG�XS�VRPHZKHUH�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH��
 
Now it’s up to you… 6RORPRQ�DOVR�ZURWH� WKDW� ³WKRVH�ZLWK�good sense�
FDUHIXOO\� FRQVLGHU� WKHLU� SDWK´� �3URYHUEV� �������� 7KH\� DVN�� ³Where�
ZLOO�WKLV�URDG�WDNH�PH"´�6R�GRQ¶W�OHW�OLIH�MXVW�³KDSSHQ�´�,QVWHDG��WDNH�
WLPH�WR�³SRQGHU�WKH�SDWK�RI�\RXU�IHHW´²DQG�HQG�XS�ZKHUH�\RX¶UH�VXS�
SRVHG�WR���
�
�
�
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GOOD SENSE! 
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2 
�
�
“The warhorse is well prepared for the day of battle, 
but victory rests with the Lord.” 
�
�
�
�
�Who’s fighting for you? 
�
.LQJ�6RORPRQ¶V� UHLJQ� RYHU� WKH� QDWLRQ� RI� ,VUDHO�ZDV� DOPRVW� HQWLUHO\�
SHDFHIXO��+LV�IDWKHU��'DYLG��ZDV�D�JUHDW�ZDUULRU�NLQJ�ZKR�VSHQW�PRVW�
RI� KLV� OLIH� WDNLQJ� SRVVHVVLRQ� RI� WKH� ODQG�*RG� KDG� SURPLVHG� WR� WKHLU�
IRUHIDWKHUV��%\� WKH� WLPH�6RORPRQ�ZDV�UHDG\� WR�DVFHQG� WKH� WKURQH�DW�
DJH�����'DYLG¶V�DUPLHV�KDG�SXUJHG�WKH�ODQG�RI�DOO�HQHPLHV��
� 7R�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�UHVSHFW�RI�WKH�QDWLRQV�RI�WKH�UHJLRQ��6RORPRQ�
DPDVVHG� D� VL]DEOH� VWDQGLQJ� DUP\²LQFOXGLQJ� D�ZHOO�WUDLQHG�cavalry��
$UPLHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�0LGGOH� (DVW� KDG� ORQJ� XVHG� KRUVHV� LQ� EDWWOH��
EXW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�,VUDHO�KDG�HPSOR\HG�PRXQWHG�VROGLHUV��$QG�
6RORPRQ�VSDUHG�QR�H[SHQVH�LQ�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKH�KRUVHPHQ�DQG�KRUVHV�
ZHUH�IXOO\�SUHSDUHG��
� &DYDOU\�KRUVHV�ZHUH�VSHFLDOO\�FKRVHQ�IRU�VWUHQJWK��DJLOLW\��DQG�
HQGXUDQFH²DQG� WKHLU� WUDLQLQJ� ZDV� ULJRURXV�� 7KH� ZDUKRUVH� KDG� WR�
OHDUQ�WR�VWD\�FDOP�LQ�WKH�QRLVH�DQG�FODPRU�RI�EDWWOH��WR�UHPDLQ�IHDUOHVV�
DQG�QRW�EROW�DQG�UXQ�DZD\��%HFDXVH�WKH�KRUVHPDQ�ZDV�VR�IRFXVHG�RQ�
ILJKWLQJ�ZLWK�D�VZRUG�RU�ILULQJ�DQ�DUURZ��KH�FRXOG�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ�RUGL�
QDU\�UHLQV�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�KRUVH��5DWKHU��WKH�KRUVH�KDG�WR�EH�WDXJKW�WR�
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UHVSRQG�WR�VXEWOH�PRYHPHQWV�WKH�ULGHU�ZRXOG�PDNH�ZLWK�KLV� OHJV��$�
VSHFLDO� OLJKWZHLJKW�VDGGOH�ZDV�XVHG� LQ�EDWWOH��DQG� LQ�VRPH�FDVHV� WKH�
KRUVH�DQG�ULGHU�ZHUH�SURWHFWHG�ZLWK�OLJKW�DUPRU��
� %XW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�DV�WKH�FDYDOU\�ZDV�LQ�DQFLHQW�ZDUIDUH��6ROR�
PRQ� DOVR� XQGHUVWRRG� D� ELW� RI� SURIRXQG� ZLVGRP�� ³7KH� ZDUKRUVH� LV�
ZHOO� SUHSDUHG� IRU� WKH� GD\� RI� EDWWOH�� EXW� victory rests with the 
Lord´� �3URYHUEV� ��������$V�ZH�ZLOO� VHH�� WKHUH¶V�more� WR� WKLV� YHUVH�
WKDQ�PHHWV�WKH�H\H��
� ��
Need someone in your corner? 
�
$�ZHOO�WUDLQHG�FDYDOU\�VWUXFN�IHDU�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�HQHP\��%XW�HYHQ�
ZLWK�D�KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�DUP\��6RORPRQ�NQHZ�WKDW� WKH�
outcome�RI�DQ\�EDWWOH�ZDV�LQ�*RG¶V�KDQGV��$IWHU�DOO��,VUDHO�ZDV�*RG¶V�
FKRVHQ�QDWLRQ��D�SHRSOH�+H�KDG�SUHSDUHG�WR�PRGHO�+LV�ZD\�RI�OLIH�WR�
WKH�ZRUOG��*RG�ZRXOG�SURWHFW�,VUDHO�DQG�JLYH�WKHP�YLFWRU\�RYHU�WKHLU�
HQHPLHV��+H�ZRXOG�fight their battles�IRU�WKHP²DV�ORQJ�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�
IDLWKIXO�LQ�IROORZLQJ�+LV�ZD\V��
� ³%XW�,¶P�MXVW�D�WHHQDJHU�´�\RX�VD\��³:LOO�*RG�UHDOO\�ILJKW�my�
EDWWOHV�WRR"´�
� $EVROXWHO\�� 'DYLG�� 6RORPRQ¶V� IDWKHU�� ZDV� ³MXVW� D� WHHQDJHU´�
ZKHQ�*RG�VWDUWHG�ILJKWLQJ�KLV�EDWWOHV��$V�D�\RXWK��'DYLG�FKRVH�WR�JR�
RQH�RQ�RQH� ZLWK� WKH� 3KLOLVWLQH� PHJD�ZDUULRU�� *ROLDWK�� 7KH� JLDQW�
PRFNHG�KLP��EXW�'DYLG� VDLG�� ³7RGD\�*RG�ZLOO� GHOLYHU� \RX� LQWR�P\�
KDQG�� ,�ZLOO� VWULNH� \RX� GRZQ� DQG� WDNH� \RXU� KHDG����� 7KHQ� HYHU\RQH�
ZLOO�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�UHDOO\�LV�D�*RG�LQ�,VUDHO��$QG�,VUDHO¶V�DUP\�ZLOO�
VHH�WKDW�*RG�GRHVQ¶W�QHHG�VZRUGV�RU�VSHDUV�WR�EULQJ�GHOLYHUDQFH²IRU�
the battle is the Lord’s�� DQG� +H� ZLOO� JLYH� \RX�� *ROLDWK�� LQWR� RXU�
KDQGV�´��VHH�,�6DPXHO������
� God�IRXJKW�IRU�'DYLG��%XW�'DYLG�ZDV�D�³PDQ�DIWHU�*RG¶V�RZQ�
KHDUW´��$FWV�������²WKDW�LV��KH�SXW�pleasing God�DERYH�DOO�HOVH��$QG�

GOOD SENSE! 
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that� LV� WKH�NH\� WR�*RG�ILJKWLQJ�\RXU�EDWWOHV�� ,I� \RX¶UH�ZLOOLQJ� WR�SXW�
*RG�ILUVW�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�WUXVW�+LP��+H�ZLOO�ILJKW�IRU�\RX�WRR��
� What kind of battles do you face?�'LIILFXOWLHV�DW�VFKRRO"�)LQG�
LQJ�LW�KDUG�WR�PDNH�IULHQGV"�,VVXHV�ZLWK�\RXU�SDUHQWV"�7URXEOH�ILQGLQJ�
D�MRE"�'HDOLQJ�ZLWK�QHJDWLYH�SHHU�SUHVVXUH"�7KRVH�DUH�UHDO�FRQFHUQV�
IRU�PDQ\�WHHQV��$QG�WKH\¶UH�MXVW�WKH�NLQG�RI�³EDWWOHV´�*RG�LV�KDSS\�WR�
KHOS�\RX�ZLWK��
� But you have to take God out of your pocket! 
 
Is your God a “pocket-God”? 
�
0DQ\� SHRSOH� KDYH� D� VKDOORZ� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� *RG�� ,W¶V� OLNH� WKH\�
NHHS�+LP� LQ� WKHLU� SRFNHW�� DOO� QLFH� DQG� VDIH��7KH\� NQRZ�+H¶V� WKHUH��
EXW�+H¶V�³RXW�RI�VLJKW��RXW�RI�PLQG�´�$IWHU�DOO��WKH\�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�+LP�
getting in the way� RI� VRPH�RI� WKH� WKLQJV� WKH\� UHDOO\�ZDQW� WR�GR��6R�
WKH\�SD\�OLS�VHUYLFH�WR�+LP�E\�JRLQJ�WR�FKXUFK�RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH²DQG�
WKH\� GR�QLFH� WKLQJV� IRU� SHRSOH��$QG�RII� WKH\� JR� IHHOLQJ� JRRG� DERXW�
WKHPVHOYHV��7KHQ��DOO�RI�D�VXGGHQ«�
� Bam!�7KH\¶YH�JRW�D�SUREOHP��
� ,Q�WKH�WHHQ�ZRUOG��PD\EH�LW¶V�D�ELJ�WHVW�DW�VFKRRO�WKH\�IRUJRW�WR�
VWXG\�IRU��RU�PD\EH�WKH\�ILQG�RXW�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�PLJKW�EH�VSOLWWLQJ�XS��
:KDWHYHU�LW�LV��WKH\�QHHG�*RG²fast!�
� 6R�WKH\�SXOO�*RG�RXW�RI�WKHLU�SRFNHW��0D\EH�WKH\�JR�WR�FKXUFK�
PRUH��RU�HYHQ�VWDUW�SUD\LQJ�DQG�UHDGLQJ�WKHLU�%LEOH�VRPH��0D\EH�WKH\�
HYHQ�WU\�WR�EH�nicer�WR�WKHLU�OLWWOH�VLVWHU�RU�EURWKHU²EHFDXVH�QRZ�WKH\�
UHDOO\�QHHG�*RG¶V�KHOS��
� %XW�*RG�GRHVQ¶W� OLNH� EHLQJ� D� SRFNHW�*RG��+H� OLNHV� EHLQJ� DW�
WKH� center� RI� \RXU� OLIH²DOO� WKH� WLPH��'DYLG� GLGQ¶W� NHHS�*RG� LQ� KLV�
SRFNHW��+H�WDONHG�WR�*RG�HYHU\�GD\��+H�UHDG�*RG¶V�:RUG�HYHU\�GD\��
�2I�FRXUVH��WKH\�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�ZKROH�%LEOH�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V��VR�'DYLG�
PRVWO\� UHDG� DQG� VWXGLHG� WKH� ERRNV� ZULWWHQ� E\� 0RVHV��� $QG� 'DYLG�

Who’s fighting for you? 
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thought deeply�DERXW�*RG�DQG�+LV�JUHDWQHVV��DQG�ZKDW�+H�ZDV�GRLQJ�
WKURXJK�,VUDHO��0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��'DYLG�ORYHG�*RG¶V�WHDFKLQJV²+LV�
LQVWUXFWLRQV� RQ� KRZ� WR� OLYH� �3VDOPV� �������� ������'DYLG�ZDQWHG� WR�
SOHDVH�*RG�DQG�GR�ZKDW�ZDV�ULJKW�LQ�+LV�VLJKW��
� ,I� that� LV�\RXU�DSSURDFK� WR�*RG²for real²WKHQ�\RX�FDQ�H[�
SHFW�+LP�WR�ILJKW�\RXU�EDWWOHV��%XW�GRQ¶W�H[SHFW�*RG�WR�EH�PXFK�KHOS�
LI�\RX¶UH�NHHSLQJ�+LP�LQ�\RXU�SRFNHW��
� 6RORPRQ�OHDUQHG�WKLV�OHVVRQ�IURP�'DYLG��+H�ZURWH��³7UXVW�LQ�
*RG�ZLWK�DOO�\RXU�KHDUW��DQG�GRQ¶W�UHO\�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��,Q�
HYHU\WKLQJ� \RX� GR�� include Him� DQG� +H� ZLOO� VKRZ� \RX� WKH�
ZD\´� �3URYHUEV� �������� ,Q� PRGHUQ� ODQJXDJH�� KHUH¶V� ZKDW� 6RORPRQ�
ZDV�VD\LQJ��³/RRN�WR�*RG��UHO\LQJ�RQ�+LP�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ²DQG�GRQ¶W�
WKLQN�\RX¶YH�JRW�LW�DOO�ILJXUHG�RXW��,Q�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�\RXU�OLIH��include 
Him²DQG�WKHQ�+H�ZLOO�VKRZ�\RX�WKH�ZD\�´�
� 7KH�NH\�LV�WR�include God�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ��)URQW�DQG�FHQWHU��1R�
SRFNHW�*RG���
�
Preparing your horse 
�
%\�QRZ� \RX� FDQ� VHH� WKDW� WKH�JUHDW� OHVVRQ�RI�3URYHUEV������²³7KH�
ZDUKRUVH�LV�ZHOO�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�GD\�RI�EDWWOH��EXW�YLFWRU\�UHVWV�ZLWK�
WKH�/RUG´²LV�WR�OHDUQ�WR�WUXVW�LQ�*RG�DQG�QRW�VR�PXFK�LQ�RXUVHOYHV��
%XW�WKHUH¶V�PRUH�WR�WKLV�YHUVH�WKDQ�PHHWV�WKH�H\H��7KHUH¶V�WKH�IOLSVLGH��
� :KDW�GR�\RX�VXSSRVH�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ�LI�,VUDHO�ZHQW�RXW�WR�EDW�
WOH�without� KDYLQJ� SUHSDUHG� WKHLU� KRUVHV� RU� KRUVHPHQ"�:RXOG� *RG�
VWLOO�JLYH� WKHP�WKH�YLFWRU\"�1RW�D�FKDQFH��<HV�� WKH�EDWWOH�EHORQJV� WR�
*RG�DQG�YLFWRU\�LV�LQ�+LV�KDQGV²EXW�+H�RQO\�DFWV�ZKHQ�ZH�first�GR�
RXU�SDUW��1R�ZDUULRU�ZRXOG�JR�LQWR�EDWWOH�ZLWK�DQ\WKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�KLV�
best�HIIRUW��
� :KDW�GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ�WR�\RX�DV�D�WHHQDJHU²LQ�WKH�EDWWOHV�\RX�
ILJKW"�7KLQN�DERXW�LW��,I�\RX�EORZ�RII�VWXG\LQJ��FDQ�\RX�UHDOO\�H[SHFW�

GOOD SENSE! 
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*RG�WR�KHOS�\RX�JHW�DQ�$�RQ�WKH�H[DP"�,I�\RX¶UH�DOZD\V�ODWH�WR�ZRUN��
GR�\RX�UHDOO\�WKLQN�*RG�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�JHW�D�SURPRWLRQ"�
� ,�WKLQN�\RX�JHW�WKH�SRLQW��,I�\RX�really�³SUHSDUH�\RXU�KRUVH�IRU�
EDWWOH´�WKH�YHU\�best�\RX�FDQ��then�\RX�FDQ�KDYH�FRQILGHQFH�WKDW�*RG�
ZLOO�KHOS��Then�*RG�ZLOO�ILJKW�\RXU�EDWWOHV��
�
Now it’s up to you… :KDWHYHU�\RX�IDFH�LQ�OLIH��SUHSDUH�\RXU�KRUVH�ZHOO��
$OZD\V� JLYH� \RXU� best effort²HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� \RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK�
*RG²DQG�WKHQ�ZDWFK�*RG�JLYH�\RX�WKH�YLFWRULHV�\RX�QHHG��
�
�
�
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3 
�
�
“There is a way of living that seems so right to almost everyone, 
but that way really leads only to trouble…” 
�
�
�
�
�Don’t jump that fence! 
�
Rules��5XOHV�DW�KRPH��UXOHV�DW�VFKRRO²UXOHV�HYHU\ZKHUH��%XW«ZH�DOO�
NQRZ� WKDW� WKLV� ZRUOG� ZRXOG� UHDOO\� EH� FUD]\� ZLWKRXW� DW� OHDVW� D� IHZ�
UXOHV²ULJKW"�
� 2ND\��VR�ZH�QHHG�UXOHV��%XW�who�JHWV�WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW�UXOHV�ZH�
IROORZ"� ,I� \RX¶UH� OLNH�PRVW� WHHQV�� \RX¶G� OLNH� WR�PDNH� XS� \RXU� RZQ�
UXOHV²ZRXOGQ¶W� \RX"�%XW� EH� KRQHVW��'R� \RX� UHDOO\� WKLQN� \RX¶G� DO�
ZD\V�PDNH�JRRG�FKRLFHV"�
� +DYLQJ�UXOHV�PHDQV�KDYLQJ�standards��6WDQGDUGV�DUH�ZKDW�ZH�
WU\� WR� OLYH� XS� WR�� DQG� WKH\� GHILQH�ZKDW� LV� QRUPDO� DQG� DFFHSWDEOH� LQ�
how we live��7KLQN�RI�UXOHV�DV�fences�SXW�XS�DURXQG�GDQJHURXV�DUHDV�
RI�OLIH²QRW�WR�OLPLW�XV��EXW�WR�protect�XV��
� %XW�DJDLQ��who�JHWV�WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW�LV�QRUPDO�DQG�DFFHSWDEOH"�
� ,Q�3URYHUEV��������6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³7KHUH�LV�D�ZD\�RI�OLYLQJ�
WKDW�seems so right�WR�DOPRVW�HYHU\RQH��EXW�WKDW�ZD\�UHDOO\�OHDGV�RQO\�
WR�WURXEOH²DQG�SRVVLEO\�HYHQ�GHDWK�´�
� :RZ��7KLV�RQH�YHUVH�SUHWW\�PXFK�H[SODLQV�ZK\� WKH�ZRUOG�LV�
VR�PHVVHG�XS��ZH¶YH�EHHQ�IROORZLQJ�D�ZURQJ�ZD\�RI� OLIH²D�wrong 
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set of rules!�-HVXV�VDLG�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�LQ�0DWWKHZ����������³7KHUH�LV�
DQ�RSHQ��ZLGH�URDG�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�IROORZ��EXW�LW�RQO\�OHDGV�WR�UXLQ��
2QO\�D�IHZ�ILQG�DQG�IROORZ�WKH�QDUURZ�URDG�WKDW�OHDGV�WR�OLIH�´�
� ,Q� WKLV� SDVVDJH�� ³URDG´� VLPSO\�PHDQV�way of life²EDVHG� RQ�
UXOHV�RU�VWDQGDUGV��7KH�QDUURZ�URDG�LV�*RG¶V�ZD\�RI�OLIH�DV�GHILQHG�E\�
His�³UXOHV�RI�WKH�URDG�´�
� (YHQ� WKRXJK� LW� ³VHHPV� ULJKW�´�most�SHRSOH�DUH�KHDGHG� LQ� WKH�
ZURQJ�GLUHFWLRQ²KHDGHG� IRU� UXLQ��7KH\�KDYH� DFFHSWHG� D�man-made�
VHW� RI� VWDQGDUGV� RU� UXOHV²QRW�*RG¶V��+RZ� GLG� WKLV� KDSSHQ"�<RX¶OO�
ILQG� WKH� DQVZHU� LQ� *HQHVLV� ������� +HUH¶V� EDVLFDOO\� KRZ� LW� ZHQW�
GRZQ«�
�
Talk about gullible! 
�
(YH�ORRNHG�FORVHO\�DW�WKH�FXULRXV�IUXLW�KDQJLQJ�IURP�WKH�WUHH��,W�ZDV�
EHDXWLIXO�� DQG� VKH� MXVW� NQHZ� LW� ZRXOG� EH� GHOLFLRXV�� %XW� PRVW� LP�
SRUWDQWO\��VKH�EHOLHYHG�HDWLQJ�LW ZRXOG make her wise²OLNH�*RG��
� ,W� ZDV� FDOOHG� WKH� ³7UHH� RI� WKH� .QRZOHGJH� RI� *RRG� DQG�
(YLO´²DQG� *RG� KDG� VDLG� WR� QRW� HYHQ� touch� LW�� %XW� WKH� FKDUPLQJ�
³6HUSHQW´�VDLG�LW�ZDV�RND\��DQG�KH�was�SUHWW\�FRQYLQFLQJ��³/RRN��HDW�
LQJ� LW� won’t� NLOO� \RX�´� KH� VDLG�� WZLVWLQJ� *RG¶V� ZRUGV�� ³*RG� MXVW�
GRHVQ¶W�ZDQW�\RX� WR�EH� OLNH�+LP²WR�EH�DEOH� WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW¶V�JRRG�
DQG�ZKDW¶V�HYLO�´�
� (YH�ZDV�VROG��$IWHU�DOO��ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�ZURQJ�ZLWK�EHLQJ�DEOH�
WR� define� JRRG� DQG� HYLO� IRU� \RXUVHOI"� 6R�� (YH� DWH� RI� WKH� IRUELGGHQ�
IUXLW²DQG�$GDP�TXLFNO\�GLG�OLNHZLVH��
� 1RZ�GRQ¶W�IDOO�IRU�WKH�SRSXODU�LGHD�WKDW�WKLV�LV�MXVW�VRPH�IDEOH��
7KLV�UHDOO\�KDSSHQHG��%XW�QRWKLQJ�LQ�WKDW�IUXLW�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�KDUPIXO��
$QG�HDWLQJ�IURP�WKDW�WUHH�FRXOG�QHYHU�UHDOO\�PDNH�RQH�ZLVH��6R�ZKDW�
ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ"�*RG�ZDV�WHVWLQJ�$GDP�DQG�(YH��+H�VHW�EHIRUH�WKHP�D�
VLPSOH�choice��%\�REH\LQJ�+LP�DQG�not touching that tree��$GDP�DQG�

Don’t jump that fence! 
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(YH� ZRXOG� KDYH� SURYHQ� WKHPVHOYHV� IDLWKIXO�� WKH\� ZRXOG� KDYH� UH�
PDLQHG� LQ� D� FORVH� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�� IROORZLQJ�+LV� LQVWUXFWLRQV�
DQG�WHDFKLQJV�LQ�HYHU\�DUHD�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV��%XW�E\�IRROLVKO\�WDNLQJ�RI�
WKDW�WUHH��WKH\�LQ�HIIHFW�VDLG�WR�*RG��³:H�ZLOO�GHFLGH�ZKDW�LV�JRRG�DQG�
HYLO��:H�ZLOO�PDNH�RXU�RZQ�UXOHV��VHW�RXU�RZQ�VWDQGDUGV�´��
� $V� D� UHVXOW��PDQNLQG�KDV�EHHQ�PDNLQJ� WKH� VDPH�choice� HYHU�
VLQFH��
� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%LEOH��GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKDW�LV�JRRG�DQG�HYLO��RU�
ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ�� LV�*RG¶V�EXVLQHVV��1RW�PLQH��1RW�\RXUV��$V�-DPHV�
����� VD\V�� ³7KHUH� LV� one� ODZJLYHU´²*RG�� 7KDW¶V� ZKDW� \RXU� %LEOH�
VD\V��:H�GRQ¶W�JHW�WR�GHFLGH��God does.�
� 6R�ZK\�can’t�ZH� MXVW�GHFLGH� IRU�RXUVHOYHV�ZKDW� LV�JRRG�DQG�
ZKDW�LV�HYLO"�%HFDXVH�ZH¶G�JHW�LW�DOO�ZURQJ��7KHUH�ZRXOG�EH�D�JD]LO�
OLRQ�GLIIHUHQW�LGHDV�DERXW�PRUDOV��UHOLJLRQ��FXOWXUH²WKH�ZD\�ZH�OLYH��
%XW� ZDLW²ZH� do� KDYH� D� JD]LOOLRQ� LGHDV� DERXW� ZKDW� LV� DFFHSWDEOH��
7KLV� LV� WKH�³ZLGH�URDG´�-HVXV� WDONHG�DERXW²WKH�ZD\� WKDW�³VHHPV�VR�
ULJKW´� WR� HYHU\RQH�� $QG� LW� KDV� RQO\� EURXJKW� FRQIOLFW� DQG� GLYLVLRQ�
DORQJ�ZLWK�SDLQ�DQG�VXIIHULQJ��-XVW�ORRN�DURXQG�\RX��&DQ�\RX�EHJLQ�WR�
VHH�KRZ�WDNLQJ�RI�WKDW�³IRUELGGHQ�WUHH´�KDV�PDGH�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�D�
PHVV"�
�
Faulty thinking 
�
:H�KHDU� D� ORW� DERXW� tolerance� WRGD\²DQ�“It’s all good!”� DSSURDFK�
ZKHUH�DQ\WKLQJ�JRHV�DQG�QRWKLQJ�LV� MXGJHG��%XW� WKH�WUXWK�LV�� LW¶V�not�
³DOO�JRRG�´�:KHQ�SHRSOH�WDNH�WR�WKHPVHOYHV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW�
LV� JRRG� DQG� ZKDW� LV� HYLO�� FRQIXVLRQ� UHVXOWV�� :H� JHW� WKLQJV� XSVLGH�
GRZQ��*RG�ZDUQHG�RI�WKLV�YHU\�NLQG�RI�WKLQNLQJ��³Woe�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�
VD\�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�good�LV�DFWXDOO\�HYLO��RU�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�evil�LV�UH�
DOO\� JRRG²ZKR� FDOO� OLJKW� darkness� DQG� GDUNQHVV� light�� RU� VD\� WKDW�
VRPHWKLQJ�bitter�LV�VZHHW�DQG�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�sweet�LV�ELWWHU�´��,VDLDK�
��������

GOOD SENSE! 
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� 7KLV�YHUVH�GHVFULEHV�D�EDG�FDVH�RI�XSVLGH�GRZQ�PRUDO�VWDQG�
DUGV��/RRN�DW�GUXJ�DQG�DOFRKRO�DEXVH��DERUWLRQ��VH[�EHIRUH�PDUULDJH��
DOWHUQDWH� VH[XDO� OLIHVW\OHV²WKHVH� DOO� UHVXOW� IURP� FRQIXVLQJ�HYLO�ZLWK�
JRRG��%XW� LI�ZH� OLVWHQ� WR�*RG��DQG� OHW�Him� WHOO�XV�ZKDW� LV� ULJKW�DQG�
ZKDW�LV�ZURQJ��WKHQ�ZH�KDYH�zero�FRQIXVLRQ��
� 7R�PRVW� SHRSOH�� tolerance�PHDQV� EHLQJ� DJDLQVW� DQ\� IRUP�RI�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ²UHOLJLRXV�� VRFLDO�� UDFLDO�� RU� VH[XDO�� %XW� WKLV� OLQH� RI�
WKLQNLQJ� SURPRWHV� DQ� ³DQ\WKLQJ� JRHV´� PHQWDOLW\� ZKHUH� ZH� DUH� H[�
SHFWHG� WR� accept anyone� UHJDUGOHVV� RI� WKHLU� YLHZV� RQ� UHOLJLRQ�� VH[��
PRUDO�VWDQGDUGV��HWF��,Q�IDFW��WKLV�³MXVW�FRPH�DV�\RX�DUH´�DSSURDFK�LV�
FRPPRQ�LQ�PDQ\�FKXUFKHV�WRGD\��
� 2I�FRXUVH��ZH�DUH�WR�never�KDWH�DQ\RQH�RU�EH�KXUWIXO�WR�DQ\RQH�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�EHOLHIV�RU�SUHIHUHQFHV��%XW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�ZH�
VKRXOG�EH�WROHUDQW�DQG�DFFHSWLQJ�RI�ZKDWHYHU�LV�SRSXODU�RU�WUHQGLQJ�LV�
MXVW�SODLQ�ZURQJ²DFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�%LEOH��
� $UH�ZH�UHDOO\�WR�DFFHSW�ZKDWHYHU�SHRSOH�GR�ZLWKRXW�TXHVWLRQ�
RU� MXGJPHQW"�7KRVH�ZKR� SURPRWH� tolerance� WKLQN� VR��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�
WKHP�� QR� RQH� LV� UHDOO\�ZURQJ²MXVW�different�� 7KH\� VD\�� ³*RG� ORYHV�
PH�WRR��6R�GRQ¶W�MXGJH�PH�´�
� %XW�ZH�are�WR�MXGJH²DQG�WKDW�MXVW�PHDQV�WR�discern�EHWZHHQ�
ZKDW�LV�ULJKW�DQG�ZKDW�LV�ZURQJ��+RZ"�%DVHG�RQ�ZKDW�God�says��,W¶V�
D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�whose�UXOHV�PDWWHU��
� <RX�PLJKW�DVN��Why can’t I just follow my conscience?�7KDW¶V�
D�JRRG�TXHVWLRQ²DQG�ZH¶OO�KDYH�D� ORW�PRUH� WR� VD\� DERXW�\RXU�con-
science� ODWHU��%XW� IRU�QRZ�� WKLQN� DERXW� WKLV��<RXU� FRQVFLHQFH� LV�QRW�
IRROSURRI��/LNH�(YH��\RX�FDQ�think�\RX¶UH�ULJKW�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�DFWXDOO\�
ZURQJ��3OXV��\RXU�FRQVFLHQFH�FDQ�EH�deadened�RU�numbed�WR�WKH�SRLQW�
WKDW�LW�MXVW�GRHVQ¶W�ZRUN���
� 6R� KRZ� FDQ�ZH� NQRZ� WKDW�ZH� KDYH� D� JRRG� DQG� ULJKW� VHW� RI�
VWDQGDUGV"�
�

Don’t jump that fence! 
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Door A or door B? 
�
,I�RQO\�*RG�JHWV�WR�GHFLGH�ZKDW�LV�ULJKW�DQG�ZKDW�LV�ZURQJ��ZKDW�GR�
we� JHW� WR� GR"� 6LPSOH�� :H� JHW� WR choose� ZKHWKHU� ZH� ZLOO� IROORZ�
*RG²RU�QRW��
� 7KHUH¶V�D�JUHDW�SDVVDJH�IURP�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WKDW�VXPV�XS�
ZKDW�*RG�H[SHFWV���,Q�FDVH�\RX¶UH�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�LV�
DOO�WKDW�LPSRUWDQW��MXVW�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�all�RI�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�ZULW�
HUV�TXRWHG�IURP�LW��3OXV��LW�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�³%LEOH´�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK�KDG���
<RX¶OO� ILQG� WKLV� SDVVDJH� LQ� 'HXWHURQRP\� ������� +HUH¶V� WKH� JLVW� RI�
ZKDW�*RG�VDLG�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�,VUDHO��³,�KDYH�set before you�OLIH�DQG�
GHDWK�� JRRG� DQG� HYLO²now choose!� <HV�� choose life²VR� WKDW� \RX�
PD\�OLYH�´�+RZ�GLG�*RG�GR�WKLV"�:KDW�GLG�+H�DFWXDOO\�³VHW�EHIRUH´�
WKH�SHRSOH"�+H�JDYH�WKHP�+LV�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQV²His�rules��
+H�JDYH�WKHP�His standard�RI�KRZ�WR�OLYH��YHUVH������
� $OO� WKH\� KDG� WR� GR� ZDV� choose� WR� IROORZ� *RG¶V� ZD\V²
VXPPHG� XS� E\� WKH� 7HQ� &RPPDQGPHQWV� �([RGXV� ����'HXWHURQRP\�
���� /LNH� WKH�%LEOH� KHUR� -RVKXD� VDLG�� ³Choose� WRGD\�ZKRP� \RX�ZLOO�
VHUYH�´��-RVKXD���������
� 7KHUH� LV�one standard�RI� ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ²*RG¶V��+LV� UXOHV�
rule��$QG�ZH�FDQQRW�DOWHU�RU�FXVWRPL]H�WKDW�VWDQGDUG�LQ�DQ\�ZD\��$V�
3URYHUEV�VD\V�� WKHUH�LV�D�ZD\�WKDW�seems so right to most people²LW�
VHHPV� ORJLFDO�� LW¶V� WROHUDQW�� DQG� LW� DSSHDOV� WR�RXU�QDWXUDO�GHVLUHV�DQG�
LQFOLQDWLRQV��
� %XW�LW¶V�QRW�*RG¶V�ZD\��
� 'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�*RG¶V�ZD\"�7KHQ�DFNQRZOHGJH�+LP�DV�
FUHDWRU²WKH�RQH�ZKR�NQRZV�ZKDW¶V�best� IRU�XV��$FNQRZOHGJH�+LP�
DV� lawgiver²WKH�RQH�ZKR�JHWV� WR� GHFLGH� EHWZHHQ� ULJKW� DQG�ZURQJ��
EHWZHHQ�JRRG�DQG�HYLO��
� $QG�UHPHPEHU��*RG¶V�UXOHV²+LV�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�FRPPDQG�
PHQWV²DUH�OLNH�³IHQFHV´�SXW�XS�DURXQG�GDQJHURXV�DUHDV�RI�OLIH��7KHLU�
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SXUSRVH�LVQ¶W�WR�OLPLW�\RX��VSRLO�\RXU�IXQ��RU�URE�\RX�RI�MR\��7KH\¶UH�
GHVLJQHG� WR� protect� \RX²DQG� WR� KHOS� XV� GUDZ� FORVH� WR� +LP�� %XW�
\RX¶OO�RQO\�UHFRJQL]H�WKRVH�³IHQFHV´�LI�\RX�UHDG�WKH�%LEOH��
�
Now it’s up to you… (YHQ�LI�\RX�GRQ¶W�UHDOL]H�LW��you choose every day�
ZKRVH�UXOHV�\RX�ZLOO�IROORZ��$QG�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�IROORZ�somebody’s�
UXOHV��6R�ZK\�QRW�FKRRVH�*RG¶V�VWDQGDUG"�
�
�
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4 
�
�
“Trust in God with all your heart, and don’t rely on your own 
understanding. In everything you do, include Him and 
He will show you the way.” 
�
�
�
�
�

Playing for an audience of one 
�
Approval��,W¶V�ZKDW�HYHU\�WHHQDJHU�ZDQWV�PRVW��1RW�IRRG��QRW�PRUH�
VOHHS��QRW�HYHQ�D�QHZ�VPDUWSKRQH��:HOO��PD\EH�D�QHZ�VPDUWSKRQH²
EXW�approval�LV�ULJKW�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�OLVW��
� $QG�ZK\� QRW"� (YHU\RQH�ZDQWV� WR� EH� OLNHG� DQG� DFFHSWHG�� ,�
NQRZ�,�GR��DQG�,¶OO�EHW�\RX�GR�WRR��:DQWLQJ�WKH�DSSURYDO�RI�RWKHUV�LV�
WRWDOO\�QDWXUDO��,Q�IDFW��IHHOLQJ�DFFHSWHG�E\�RQH¶V�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�
KHOSV�WR�IRVWHU�KHDOWK\�VHOI�HVWHHP��
� %XW�WRGD\��LW�VHHPV�WKDW�PDQ\�WHHQDJHUV�ILQG�WKHPVHOYHV�EH�
FRPLQJ�approval-seekers��)RU�WKHP��WKH�DSSURYDO�DQG�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�
RWKHUV� KDV� EHFRPH� SDUDPRXQW�� VR� WKH\� WHQG� WR�make most of their 
decisions� EDVHG� RQ�ZKDW� WKH\� EHOLHYH� RWKHU WHHQV� ZLOO� WKLQN� DERXW�
WKHP�� 5DWKHU� WKDQ� IROORZLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ� FRQVFLHQFH� RU� JRRG� VHQVH��
WKH\�DUH�PRUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�JDLQLQJ� WKH�DSSURYDO�DQG�DFFHSWDQFH�
RI�RWKHUV²XVXDOO\�WKH�PRUH�SRSXODU�WHHQV��
� %XW�EHLQJ�DQ�DSSURYDO�VHHNHU�UREV�\RX�RI�MXVW�EHLQJ�you²RI�
PDNLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX��$SSURYDO�VHHNHUV�RIWHQ�
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ILQG� WKHPVHOYHV� SXWWLQJ� WKHLU� UHDO� GHVLUHV� RQ� WKH� EDFN� EXUQHU� DQG�
RSWLQJ�LQVWHDG�IRU�ZKDW�RWKHUV�ZDQW²MXVW�WR�JDLQ�WKHLU�DFFHSWDQFH��
� 1RZ�� GRQ¶W�PLVXQGHUVWDQG�� ,W¶V� FHUWDLQO\� ULJKW� DQG� JRRG� WR�
SOHDVH�\RXU�SDUHQWV�DQG�WHDFKHUV��DQG�LW¶V�RND\�WR�FKRRVH�WKLQJV�WKDW�
PDNH�\RXU�IULHQGV�KDSS\��<RX�MXVW�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�\RXU�decision-making 
process�KLMDFNHG�E\�DQ�XQKHDOWK\�GHVLUH�IRU�SHHU�DSSURYDO��
�
Approval that matters 
� �
$W�WKH�URRW�RI�DOO�WKLV�DSSURYDO�VHHNLQJ�LV�WKH�IHDU�RI�EHLQJ�rejected.�
$QG�QRWKLQJ�KLWV�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�KDUGHU�WKDQ�UHMHFWLRQ��$JDLQ��HYHU\�
RQH�ZDQWV�WR�EH�OLNHG�DQG�DFFHSWHG²HVSHFLDOO\�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�PDNH�
XS� WKH� LQ�FURZG�� %XW�PD\EH� WKLV� ZKROH� LQ�FURZG� WKLQJ� LV� NLQG� RI�
RYHUUDWHG��0D\EH�\RX�VKRXOG�UHFRQVLGHU� MXVW�whose�DSSURYDO�UHDOO\�
PDWWHUV��
� $V� \RX� PLJKW� KDYH� JXHVVHG�� 6RORPRQ� KDG� VRPHWKLQJ� LP�
SRUWDQW� WR� VD\� DERXW� WKLV²LQ� D� SDVVDJH� ZH� ORRNHG� DW� HDUOLHU�� +H�
ZURWH��³7UXVW�LQ�*RG�ZLWK�DOO�\RXU�KHDUW��DQG�GRQ¶W�UHO\�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��,Q�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR��LQFOXGH�+LP�DQG�+H�ZLOO�VKRZ�
\RX� WKH�ZD\´� �3URYHUEV���������6RORPRQ�ZDV�VD\LQJ�� ³'RQ¶W� WKLQN�
\RX¶YH�JRW�LW�DOO�ILJXUHG�RXW��/RRN�WR�*RG�LQVWHDG��UHO\LQJ�RQ�+LP�LQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�� Include Him in every part of your life²WKHQ� +H� ZLOO�
VKRZ�\RX�WKH�ZD\�´�
� 7KH�NH\� LV� WR� involve God� LQ�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�\RXU� OLIH��7KDW¶V�
ULJKW²every�SDUW��<RX�VHH��*RG�ZDQWV�WKH�front�DQG�center�SRVLWLRQ�
LQ�\RXU�OLIH��1RWKLQJ�OHVV�ZLOO�GR��$QG�ZKHQ�WKDW�KDSSHQV��\RX�VWDUW�
WR�JHW�D�QHZ�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�ZKDW¶V�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW²DQG�RQ�whose�
DSSURYDO�UHDOO\�PDWWHUV��
� :KHQ�*RG� LV� DW� WKH� FHQWHU� RI� \RXU� OLIH�� EHLQJ� DQ� DSSURYDO�
VHHNHU�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�WKLQJ�RI�WKH�SDVW��<RX¶OO�QR�ORQJHU�ZRUU\�DERXW�
JDLQLQJ� WKH�DSSURYDO�RI�RWKHUV²\RX�ZRQ¶W�QHHG� LW��<RX¶OO�FRPH�WR�
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UHDOL]H� WKDW� \RX� RQO\� KDYH� WR� EH� FRQFHUQHG� DERXW God’s DSSURYDO��
$QG� DOO� RI� \RXU� GHFLVLRQV�ZLOO� EH� EDVHG� RQ�ZKDW� SOHDVHV�Him� ILUVW�
DQG�IRUHPRVW���
�
Solomon’s best advice 
�
6WLOO�� LW¶V� WRWDOO\�QDWXUDO� WR�ZDQW�SHRSOH� WR�DFFHSW�\RX��$QG�KHUH� LQ�
3URYHUEV����6RORPRQ�DFWXDOO\�JLYHV�XV�WKH�secret� WR�EHLQJ�DFFHSWHG�
E\� RWKHUV²DQG� LW� KDV� WR� GR�ZLWK� SXWWLQJ�*RG� first�� �+H� EHJLQV� E\�
VD\LQJ��³0\�VRQ��GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�P\�WHDFKLQJV��EXW�OLYH�E\�P\�LQVWUXF�
WLRQV²WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�D�ORQJ�DQG�SHDFHIXO�OLIH´��YHUVHV�������2I�
FRXUVH��6RORPRQ�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�WR�KLV�FKLOGUHQ��EXW�ZH�DUH�WR�UHDG�
WKHVH�SDVVDJHV�DV�LI�*RG�ZDV�VSHDNLQJ�directly�to�us���
� 9HUVH����³'RQ¶W�IRUJHW�NLQGQHVV�RU�QHJOHFW�IDLWKIXOQHVV��ELQG�
WKHP�OLNH�D�QHFNODFH�DURXQG�\RXU�QHFN�DQG�ZULWH�WKHP�RQ�WKH�WDEOHW�
RI�\RXU�KHDUW�´�7KHVH�YHUVHV�HPSKDVL]H�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�IROORZLQJ�
*RG¶V�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQV²DQG�RXU�XQZDYHULQJ�IDLWKIXOQHVV�
WR�+LP��:KHQ�\RX�ZHDU�DQ�RUQDPHQW�DURXQG�\RXU�QHFN��\RX¶UH�FRQ�
WLQXDOO\�UHPLQGHG�RI�LWV�SUHVHQFH��/LNHZLVH��ZH�DUH�WR�EH�continually 
mindful�RI�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�*RG��)LJXUDWLYHO\��+LV�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�
RXU� IDLWKIXOQHVV� WR�+LP�DUH� WR�EH� LQVFULEHG��HWFKHG� LQWR�RXU�PLQGV��
7KLV�PHDQV�WKH\�DUH�always in our thoughts��5HPHPEHU��*RG�ZDQWV�
WKH�front�DQG�center�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV���
� 1RZ�QRWLFH�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�ZH� UHDOO\�do�SXW�*RG� ILUVW��
9HUVH����³)RU�WKHQ�\RX¶OO�KDYH�favor�DQG�D�good name�LQ�WKH�VLJKW�RI�
ERWK�*RG�and man�´�
� 'LG�\RX�FDWFK�WKDW"�:KHQ�\RX�SXW�*RG�ILUVW��\RX¶OO�QRW�RQO\�
JDLQ�His�IDYRU��\RX¶OO�DOVR�JDLQ�WKH�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�DSSURYDO�RI other 
people��1R�PRUH�DSSURYDO�VHHNLQJ��
� %\�NHHSLQJ�*RG�DW� WKH�FHQWHU�RI�\RXU� OLIH��\RX¶OO�XOWLPDWHO\�
JHW� WKH� DSSURYDO� \RX� QHHG� IURP� WKRVH� ZKR� UHDOO\� PDWWHU�� IDPLO\��
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IULHQGV��WHDFKHUV��7KLQN�DERXW�LW��3URYHUEV������VD\V�WKDW�ZKHQ�\RXU�
OLIH�SOHDVHV�*RG��+H�ZLOO�PDNH�even your�enemies�EH�DW�SHDFH�ZLWK�
\RX��,¶P�EHWWLQJ�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�DQ\�UHDO�HQHPLHV��%XW�LI�*RG�FDQ�GR�
WKDW�ZLWK�\RXU�HQHPLHV��WKLQN�RI�ZKDW�+H�FDQ�GR�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX��
� ,QYROYLQJ�*RG�LQ�every area�RI�\RXU�OLIH�LVQ¶W�HDV\��EXW�LW�FDQ�
EH�GRQH��<RX�FDQ�VWDUW�E\�SUD\LQJ�WR�+LP�DERXW�anything� WKDW�FRQ�
FHUQV�\RX��$QG�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�IRU�D�PRPHQW�WKDW�*RG�LVQ¶W�LQWHUHVWHG²
He is�� +H� MXVW� QHHGV� \RX� WR� LQYROYH� +LP�� $VN� +LP� WR� VKRZ� \RX�
WKURXJK�WKH�%LEOH��DQG�WKURXJK�WKH�JRGO\�DGYLFH�RI�\RXU�SDUHQWV�RU�
RWKHUV��ZKDW�+H�H[SHFWV�RI�\RX��$VN�+LP�IRU�KHOS�LQ�PDNLQJ�GHFL�
VLRQV²KRZ�WR�PDNH�VPDUW�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�DYRLG�PDNLQJ�EDG�RQHV���
� 1RW� HYHU\RQH� ZLOO� DSSUHFLDWH� \RXU� GHVLUH� WR� SXW� *RG� ILUVW��
%XW�WKDW¶V�RND\��7KH�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�LV�WKDW�\RX�DUH�PDNLQJ�WKH�EHVW�
GHFLVLRQV� \RX� FDQ²EDVHG� RQ� *RG¶V� ZD\� RI� OLIH²DQG� DUH� DFWLQJ�
KRQHVWO\�DQG�UHVSRQVLEO\���
� 5HPHPEHU�� \RX¶UH� UHDOO\� RQO\� ³SOD\LQJ� IRU� DQ� DXGLHQFH� RI�
RQH´²God�� 6HHN�+LV� DSSURYDO�� WKHQ� HYHU\WKLQJ� HOVH�ZLOO� IDOO� LQWR�
SODFH��
�
Now it’s up to you… :KHQ� LPSRUWDQW� LVVXHV� FRPH� XS�� DVN� \RXUVHOI��
Does my decision reflect what I really believe, or am I just seeking 
the approval of others?�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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5 
�
�
“A true friend is more faithful than even a brother.” 
�
�
�
�
�Friend me—please! 
�
$V�D�WHHQDJHU��LW¶V�OLNHO\�WKDW�\RXU�friends�DUH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�LQIOXHQFH�
LQ�\RXU�OLIH²IRU�EHWWHU�RU�ZRUVH��2QH�FRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�\RXU�SDUHQWV�
�RU�HYHQ�\RXU�WHDFKHUV��should�EH�ILUVW��EXW�OHW¶V�EH�UHDOLVWLF��D�WHHQ¶V�
ZRUOG�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�KLV�RU�KHU�SHHUV��
� $QG� OLNH�PRVW� WHHQV� WRGD\�� \RX¶UH�SUREDEO\�RQ�)DFHERRN²
ZLWK� loads�RI�³IULHQGV�´�%XW�DUH� WKHVH� truly� IULHQGV²RU� MXVW�SHRSOH�
\RX� VRUW� RI� NQRZ��KDYH� VRPHWKLQJ� LQ� FRPPRQ�ZLWK�� RU�PHW� VRPH�
ZKHUH�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\"�
� :KDW� LV� D� IULHQG�� DQ\ZD\"� ,�PHDQ� D� real� IULHQG²RQH�ZKR�
KDV�D� ODVWLQJ�� WDQJLEOH� LQIOXHQFH� LQ�\RXU� OLIH��'R�\RX�HYHU�VWRS�DQG�
WKLQN� DERXW�why� VRPHRQH� LV� \RXU� IULHQG"� 'R� \RX� DFWXDOO\� choose�
\RXU�IULHQGV��RU�GR�\RXU�IULHQGVKLSV�MXVW�VRUW�RI�³KDSSHQ´"�
� 6RORPRQ�KDG�D�ORW�WR�VD\�DERXW�IULHQGVKLS��+H�ZURWH��³(YHQ�
ZLWK�ORWV�RI�IULHQGV��\RX�PD\�VWLOO�ILQG�\RXUVHOI�IRUVDNHQ��%XW�D�true 
friend�LV�PRUH�IDLWKIXO�WKDQ�HYHQ�D�EURWKHU´��3URYHUEV���������7KHUH�
DUH� WZR� NLQGV� RI� IULHQGVKLSV� FRQWUDVWHG� LQ� WKLV� SURYHUE�� *HQHUDOO\�
VSHDNLQJ�� ZH� DOO� KDYH� D� QXPEHU� RI� casual� IULHQGV�� $QG� WKHVH� are�
IULHQGV��:H� XVXDOO\� VKDUH� FRPPRQ� LQWHUHVWV� ZLWK� WKHP� DQG� HQMR\�
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WKHLU� FRPSDQ\��%XW� IUDQNO\�� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� WKHP� LV�PRUH�RQ�
WKH�VXSHUILFLDO�VLGH��0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�IULHQGVKLSV�MXVW�VRUW�RI�³KDSSHQ´�
ZLWKRXW� DQ\� HIIRUW� RQ� RXU� SDUW�� $QG� UHDOO\�� ZKHQ� SXVK� FRPHV� WR�
VKRYH��WKHVH�IULHQGV�DUH�QRZKHUH�WR�EH�IRXQG��
� %XW�WKHQ�WKHUH�LV�WKH�IULHQG�ZKR�LV�³PRUH�IDLWKIXO�WKDQ�HYHQ�D�
EURWKHU�´� 7KLV� NLQG� RI� IULHQG²and they are rare²VWLFNV� E\� \RX�
WKURXJK�WKLFN�DQG�WKLQ��$V�ZH�ZLOO�VHH�ODWHU��WKHVH�IULHQGVKLSV�GRQ¶W�
MXVW�KDSSHQ²WKH\�WDNH�WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW�WR�GHYHORS��
� 6R�KHUH¶V�ZKDW�6RORPRQ�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�VD\��,W¶V�JUHDW�WR�KDYH�
ORWV�RI�IULHQGV��%XW�LI�\RX¶UH�OLNH�PRVW�SHRSOH��PDQ\�RI�\RXU�IULHQG�
VKLSV� FDPH� UDWKHU� HDVLO\� DQG� VRPHZKDW� LQGLVFULPLQDWHO\�� ,Q� RWKHU�
ZRUGV��\RX�GLGQ¶W�H[DFWO\�choose�WKHP��
� 7KLV�PHDQV�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�IULHQGV�DUH�³IDLU�ZHDWKHU´�IULHQGV��
DQG�LW¶V�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH\�ZRQ¶W�EH�WKHUH�ZKHQ�\RX�UHDOO\�QHHG�WKHP��
,Q�IDFW��WRGD\¶V�³VRFLDO�PHGLD´�VHHPV�JHDUHG�WRZDUG�VXFK�VXSHUILFLDO�
FRQQHFWLRQV²DQG� WKH�PRUH� WKH� EHWWHU�� %XW� DUH� WKHVH� ³IULHQGVKLSV´�
IRU�UHDO"�7KH�WUXWK�LV��PRVW�RI�XV�KDYH�few�JHQXLQH�IULHQGV��DQG�HYHQ�
WKH�PRVW�³FRQQHFWHG´�DPRQJ�XV�DUH�RIWHQ�ORQHO\��
� 8OWLPDWHO\�� 6RORPRQ� LV� VXJJHVWLQJ� WKDW� ZH� SXW�PRUH� HIIRUW�
LQWR� FXOWLYDWLQJ� real� IULHQGVKLSV²WKRVH� WKDW� ZLOO� VWDQG� WKH� WHVW� RI�
WLPH�DQG�KDUGVKLS��6R�GRQ¶W�MXVW�VHWWOH�IRU�ZKRHYHU�wants�WR�EH�\RXU�
IULHQG²choose�your friends,� DQG�GR� LW�ZLVHO\�� ,W� UHDOO\� LV� EHWWHU� WR�
KDYH�D�IHZ�real�IULHQGV�WKDQ�D�WRQ�RI�SVHXGR�IULHQGV��
�
A sharper image 
�
%XW� WKHUH¶V� DQRWKHU� UHDVRQ� 6RORPRQ� ZDUQV� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� WR� SLFN�
WKHLU� IULHQGV� FDUHIXOO\��<RXU� IULHQGV�ZLOO� KDYH� D�huge� influence� RQ�
\RX²JRRG��RU�QRW�VR�JRRG��$QG�VRPHWLPHV�WKLV�LQIOXHQFH�LV�VR�VXE�
WOH�\RX�ZRQ¶W�VHH�LW²EXW�LW¶V�WKHUH��
� /RRNLQJ� DW� WKH� SRVLWLYH� VLGH� RI� VXFK� LQIOXHQFH�� 6RORPRQ�
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ZURWH��³-XVW�DV�LURQ�VKDUSHQV�LURQ��D�WKRXJKWIXO�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�sharpen�
KLV�RU�KHU� IULHQGV´� �3URYHUEV���������6R� MXVW� DV� DQ� LURQ� ILOH� FDQ�EH�
XVHG� WR� VKDUSHQ� WKH� EODGH� RI� DQ� LURQ� WRRO�� JRRG� IULHQGV� ZLOO�
³VKDUSHQ´�RQH�DQRWKHU��7KH\�ZLOO�EULQJ�RXW�WKH�best�LQ�RQH�DQRWKHU��
7KH\�ZLOO� HQFRXUDJH�� EXLOG� XS�� DQG� LQVSLUH� HDFK� RWKHU²HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ�RQH�LV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�D�WRXJK�WLPH��Do your friends bring out 
the best in you? Do you bring out the best in them?�
� *RRG� IULHQGV� ZLOO� HYHQ� FRUUHFW� RU� DGPRQLVK� RQH� DQRWKHU��
6RPH�RI�P\�EHVW�IULHQGV�KDYH�WROG�PH�WKLQJV�,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�KHDU²
EXW�needed� WR�KHDU��7KDW¶V�EHFDXVH� WKH\�XQGHUVWRRG�3URYHUEV�������
ZKLFK�VD\V��³+RQHVW�FRUUHFWLRQ�LV�EHWWHU� WKDQ�YHLOHG�IULHQGVKLS�´� ,Q�
RWKHU� ZRUGV�� LI� \RX� UHDOO\� FDUH� DERXW� D� IULHQG�� GRQ¶W� EH� DIUDLG� WR�
SRLQW� RXW� ZKHUH� WKH\� PLJKW� EH� ZURQJ� RU� KHDGHG� IRU� WURXEOH�� 2I�
FRXUVH�� GR� LW� ORYLQJO\²EXW� do it�� ,I� \RX� GRQ¶W�� \RXU� ³OR\DOW\´� WR�
\RXU�IULHQG�LV�DFWXDOO\�KLGGHQ�RU�YHLOHG��
� :KHQ� D� JRRG� IULHQG� LV� JRLQJ� LQ� WKH� ZURQJ� GLUHFWLRQ�� \RX�
NQRZ�QDJJLQJ� WKHP�ZRQ¶W�FKDQJH�DQ\WKLQJ��%XW�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW� WR�
PDNH�H[FXVHV� IRU� WKHP��6R� VRPHWLPHV� \RX�KDYH� WR� FDUH� HQRXJK� WR�
confront� WKHP�� 7KDW¶V� ZK\� 6RORPRQ� DGGV� WKDW� ³WKH� ZRXQGV� RI� D�
IULHQG�DUH�LQGHHG�IDLWKIXO´��YHUVH�����Do your friends care enough to 
confront you?�
� $QG�WKHQ�WKHUH¶V�WKH�QRW�VR�JRRG�LQIOXHQFH�IULHQGV�FDQ�KDYH��
6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³,I�\RX�KDQJ�RXW�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�JRRG�VHQVH��
\RX¶OO� JURZ� LQ�ZLVGRP��%XW� IRROLVK� IULHQGV�ZLOO� RQO\� JHW� \RX� LQWR�
WURXEOH�´� �3URYHUEV���������3DXO� VDLG� LW� WKLV�ZD\��³'RQ¶W�NLG�\RXU�
VHOI��%DG�FRPSDQ\�ZLOO�RQO\�UXLQ�\RXU�JRRG�KDELWV�´��,�&RULQWKLDQV�
��������
� +H� ODWHU�ZURWH�� ³'RQ¶W� EHFRPH� unequally yoked ZLWK� WKRVH�
ZKR�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH� DV�\RX�GR´� �,,�&RULQWKLDQV��������7KH� LPDJHU\�
KHUH� LV� RI� WZR�mismatched� DQLPDOV��7ZR�R[HQ� �RU� WZR�PXOHV��ZLOO�
SORZ�WRJHWKHU�MXVW�ILQH��%XW�DQ�R[�DQG�D�PXOH�\RNHG�WRJHWKHU�WU\LQJ�
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WR�SXOO�D�SORZ²LW¶OO�QHYHU�ZRUN��7KH�R[�ZLOO�RXW�SXOO�WKH�PXOH��
� 3DXO� H[SODLQV� KLV� WKLQNLQJ�� ³&DQ� RQH�ZKR� LV� XSULJKW� UHDOO\�
EHQHILW�IURP�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�D�ZURQJGRHU"�$IWHU�DOO��ZKDW�GRHV�OLJKW�
KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�ZLWK�GDUNQHVV"�$QG�ZKDW�KDUPRQ\�FDQ�WKHUH�EH�EH�
WZHHQ�-HVXV�DQG�WKH�GHYLO"�5HDOO\�QRZ²ZKDW�FDQ�D�EHOLHYHU�SRVVL�
EO\�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�ZLWK�DQ�XQEHOLHYHU"´��YHUVHV���������
� /LNH�6RORPRQ��3DXO�LV�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�choosing�RQH¶V�IULHQGV�
LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\��<RX�KDYH�WR�DVN��What 
kind of influence is this friend having on me?�,I�\RXU�IULHQGV�DUHQ¶W�
EULQJLQJ�RXW� WKH�best� LQ�\RX²VKDUSHQLQJ�\RX��PDNLQJ�\RX�D�EHWWHU�
SHUVRQ²WKHQ�PD\EH�LW¶V�WLPH�\RX�UHHYDOXDWHG�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS��
�
What do you bring to a friendship? 
�
:H�DOO�ZDQW�JRRG�IULHQGV��EXW�VRPHWLPHV�LW�FDQ�EH�UDWKHU�GLIILFXOW�WR�
GHYHORS� FORVH� IULHQGVKLSV�� $IWHU� DOO�� LW� FDQ� EH� SUHWW\� VFDU\� WR� SXW�
\RXUVHOI�RXW� WKHUH�ZKHUH�\RX�PLJKW�JHW� ODXJKHG�DW�RU�ULGLFXOHG²RU�
HYHQ�EHWUD\HG��
� 6R�KRZ�do�\RX�JR�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ�UHDO�IULHQGVKLSV²RU�PDN�
LQJ�H[LVWLQJ�IULHQGVKLSV�HYHQ�VWURQJHU"�/LNH�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�RI�YDOXH��
LW� WDNHV� time�� 7KHUH¶V� DQ� ROG� VD\LQJ� �QRW� IURP�6RORPRQ�� WKDW� JRHV�
VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH� WKLV��³:LVKLQJ� WR�EH�IULHQGV� LV�TXLFN�ZRUN��EXW�UHDO�
IULHQGVKLS� LV� D� VORZ�ULSHQLQJ� IUXLW�´�<RX�KDYH� WR� invest yourself LQ�
WKH�SURFHVV²IRU�WKH�ORQJ�KDXO��
� �$V�\RX�NQRZ��EHLQJ�D�IULHQG�LQYROYHV�FDULQJ��OR\DOW\��EHLQJ�
JHQXLQHO\� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH� RWKHU� SHUVRQ²LQ� KLV� RU� KHU� IHHOLQJV��
QHHGV�� DQG� KRSHV��6R� DVN� \RXUVHOI��What do I bring to this friend-
ship?�7KH�NH\�LV�WR�give more�WR�WKH�IULHQGVKLS�WKDQ�\RX�WDNH�IURP�LW��
� +HUH�DUH�VRPH�LGHDV�IURP�3URYHUEV�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS��
� �� $OZD\V� be there ZKHQHYHU� \RX� DUH� QHHGHG�� ³'RQ¶W� QH�
JOHFW�\RXU�IULHQGV��DQG�UHPHPEHU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHIULHQGHG�\RXU�
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SDUHQWV´� �3URYHUEV� �������� ³$� UHDO� IULHQG� DOZD\V� FDUHV´²QRW� MXVW�
ZKHQ�LW¶V�HDV\�RU�FRQYHQLHQW��3URYHUEV���������
� ��%H� TXLFN� WR� RYHUORRN�RIIHQVHV²DQG�EH� WLJKW�OLSSHG� DERXW�
LW��³7KH�IULHQG�ZKR�LJQRUHV�DQ�RIIHQFH�VKRZV�ORYH��EXW�WKH�RQH�ZKR�
JRVVLSV�DERXW�LW�ZLOO�VXUHO\�UXLQ�WKH�IULHQGVKLS�´��3URYHUEV��������
� ��1HYHU�EHWUD\�D�IULHQG¶V�FRQILGHQFH��³$�EODEEHUPRXWK�WHOOV�
VHFUHWV��EXW�D�IDLWKIXO�IULHQG�DOZD\V�NHHSV�SHUVRQDO�WKLQJV�FRQILGHQ�
WLDO´��3URYHUEV���������
� ��%H�KHOSIXO�� ³*RRG�DGYLFH� IURP�D�GLVFHUQLQJ� IULHQG� LV� OLNH�
WKH� VZHHWQHVV� RI� H[SHQVLYH� RLQWPHQW� DQG� WKH� DURPD� RI� H[RWLF� LQ�
FHQVH´��3URYHUEV��������
� �� (QFRXUDJH� \RXU� IULHQGV�� ³$Q[LHW\� FDQ� ZHLJK� D� SHUVRQ�
GRZQ��EXW�D�kind word�IURP�D�IULHQG�ZLOO�FKHHU�KLP�XS�´��3URYHUEV�
��������
� �� $V� DOUHDG\� PHQWLRQHG�� WU\� WR� bring out the best� LQ� \RXU�
IULHQGV²WR�³VKDUSHQ´�WKHP��3URYHUEV���������$QG�GRQ¶W�EH�DIUDLG�WR�
ORYLQJO\�FRQIURQW�WKHP�LI�WKH\�really�need�it��3URYHUEV��������-XVW�EH�
VXUH� \RXU�PRWLYH� LV� ULJKW�� WKHQ� VWDWH� \RXU� FDVH� FOHDUO\�ZLWK�JHQWOH�
QHVV�DQG�KXPLOLW\��$QG�FKRRVH�IULHQGV�ZKR¶OO�GR�WKH�VDPH�IRU�\RX²
QRW�MXVW�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KHDU��
�
No cliques please! 
�
*RG� GHVLJQHG� XV� WR�ZDQW� DQG� QHHG� FORVH� IULHQGVKLSV��$QG� \RX� QR�
GRXEW�KDYH�\RXU�FLUFOH�RI�EHVW� IULHQGV�WKDW�\RX�KDQJ�RXW�ZLWK�PRVW�
RI� WKH� WLPH��%XW�EH� FDUHIXO� WR� DYRLG� D�clique mentality�ZKHUH� \RX�
LJQRUH� RWKHUV�ZKR�PLJKW�ZDQW� WR� JHW� WR� NQRZ� \RX��$IWHU� DOO�� \RXU�
WHHQ�\HDUV�DUH�D�WLPH�RI�JURZWK�DQG�GLVFRYHU\��6R�ZK\�OLPLW�\RXUVHOI�
WR�D�FORVHG�FLUFOH�RI�IULHQGV"�
� %HLQJ�FOLTXLVK�LV�SHUFHLYHG�DV�EHLQJ�PHDQ��VHOILVK��DQG�VWXFN�
XS��6R�PDNH�DQ�HIIRUW� WR�H[SDQG�\RXU�FLUFOH�RI� IULHQGV��%H�RSHQ� WR�

GOOD SENSE! 
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EHFRPLQJ� IULHQGV� ZLWK� WHHQV� \RX� QHYHU� FRQVLGHUHG� EHIRUH²OLNH�
QHZFRPHUV�WR�VFKRRO�RU�FKXUFK�RU�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��$QG�HVSHFLDOO\�
FRQVLGHU�WKRVH�ZKR�VHHP�VK\�RU�ZKR�PD\�EH�KDYLQJ�WURXEOH�PDNLQJ�
IULHQGV��
� %XW� DV� EURXJKW� RXW� HDUOLHU�� never� DVVRFLDWH� ZLWK� WKRVH� ZKR�
DUH�D�QHJDWLYH�RU�XQJRGO\�LQIOXHQFH��6R�EH�RQ�\RXU�JXDUG��
�
Eye to eye 
�
)ULHQGVKLSV� DUH� DV� LPSRUWDQW� DV� HYHU�� %XW� WKDQNV� WR� WRGD\¶V� VRFLDO�
PHGLD�� WKH� ZD\� ZH� PDNH� IULHQGV� DQG� GHYHORS� IULHQGVKLSV� KDV�
FKDQJHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\��
� :KHQ� ,� ZDV� LQ� KLJK� VFKRRO�� ZH� GLGQ¶W� KDYH� )DFHERRN��
<RX7XEH��RU�LQVWDQW�PHVVDJLQJ��7KHUH�ZDV�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�H�PDLO��
DQG� FHOO� SKRQHV� GLGQ¶W� H[LVW²VR� QR� WH[WLQJ�� 0\� RQH� DQG� RQO\�
³PHGLD�GHYLFH´�ZDV�ZLUHG�WR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�ZDOO��
� Gasp��+RZ�GLG�ZH� VXUYLYH"�:HOO��ZH� ORRNHG� HDFK� RWKHU� LQ�
WKH�H\H�DQG�WDONHG��$�ORW���
� &OHDUO\��VRFLDO�PHGLD�LV�KHUH�WR�VWD\��DQG�QR�RQH�LV�VXJJHVW�
LQJ� WKDW� \RX� VKRXOG� FDQFHO� \RXU� )DFHERRN� DFFRXQW�� %XW� WKHUH� DUH�
VRPH�WKLQJV�\RX�PLJKW�ZDQW�WR�WKLQN�DERXW��
� 7RGD\¶V� VRFLDO� PHGLD� WHFKQRORJLHV� DUH� LQWHQGHG� WR� KHOS� XV�
FRPPXQLFDWH�EHWWHU�ZLWK�RXU�IULHQGV��%XW�GR�WKH\"�5HFHQW�UHVHDUFK�
VXJJHVWV� WKDW� ZKLOH� ZH� are� LQ� WRXFK� ZLWK� RWKHUV� PRUH� IUHTXHQWO\�
WKURXJK�VRFLDO�PHGLD��WH[WLQJ��HWF���ZH�DUH�not�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�PRUH�
HIIHFWLYHO\��6WXGLHV�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH�ZD\�ZH�QRZ�FRQQHFW²ZLWK�D�FRQ�
VWDQW� EDUUDJH� RI� WH[WV�� H�PDLOV�� DQG� ³XSGDWHV´� WKDW� MXVW� have� WR� EH�
UHDG²OHDGV� WR� VXSHUILFLDO� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� 3OXV�� UHVHDUFKHUV� KDYH�
QRWHG�DQ�DPD]LQJ�SDUDGR[��0DQ\�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�VR�
FLDO�GHWDFKPHQW�DQG� LVRODWLRQ�HYHQ�ZKLOH�EHLQJ�HQJURVVHG� LQ�VRFLDO�
PHGLD��

Friend me—please! 
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� 7KH� UHDVRQ� LV� VLPSOH�� 6RFLDO�PHGLD� LVQ¶W� GHVLJQHG� IRU�deep�
SHUVRQDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ²WKH�NLQG�WKDW�EXLOGV�real�IULHQGVKLSV��
� $ERXW�half� RI� SHUVRQDO� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� LV�nonverbal��ZKLFK�
LQFOXGHV�IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQV��JHVWXUHV��H\H�FRQWDFW��SRVWXUH²DQG�WKH�
tone�RI�RXU�YRLFH��7KH�RWKHU�KDOI�FRPHV� IURP�WKH�actual words�ZH�
XVH��%XW� H�PDLOV�� WH[WV�� WZHHWV�� )DFHERRN� SRVWV�� HWF�� KDYH� QR� ERG\�
ODQJXDJH�� 7KH\� FDQQRW� FRQYH\� WKH� WRQH� RI� \RXU� YRLFH�� 7KHUH¶V� QR�
H\H�FRQWDFW��QR� IDFLDO�H[SUHVVLRQ��7KHUH�DUH�RQO\�words��XVXDOO\� LQ�
VRPH�DEEUHYLDWHG�IRUP��
� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� IDFH�WR�IDFH� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� LQFOXGHV�
ERG\�ODQJXDJH��WRQH�RI�YRLFH��DQG�H\H�FRQWDFW��7KHVH�DGGHG�QXDQFHV�
JUHDWO\�HQKDQFH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��
� 6RFLDO�PHGLD�GRHV�KDYH�LWV�SODFH��LW�FDQ�EH�D�XVHIXO�WRRO�DQG�D�
JUHDW�WLPHVDYHU��%XW�WKH�UHDO�SUREOHP�KHUH�LV�WKDW�ZH¶UH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
EHFRPLQJ�dependent�RQ�LW²DQG�ZH¶UH�XVLQJ�LW�in place of�UHDO��IDFH�
WR�IDFH�LQWHUDFWLRQ��
� <RX�VHH��*RG�FUHDWHG�ZLWKLQ�XV�D�QHHG�WR�connect�ZLWK�RWKHUV�
RQ�D�GHHS��SHUVRQDO�OHYHO��,W¶V�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�EXLOG�UHDO�IULHQGVKLSV��
VSHQGLQJ� WLPH� WRJHWKHU�KDYLQJ� UHDO�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�� ,W¶V� WKH� LQWHQVLW\�
DQG� GHSWK� RI� WKH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� WKDW� IRUPV� ERQGV²QRW� WKH� VKDOORZ�
VWXII�W\SLFDO�RI�VRFLDO�PHGLD��
� 6R� ZH� KDYH� WR� DVN�� Is our electronic media producing the 
kind of communication God wants us to have?�Or is it hurting us?�
� &OHDUO\��VRFLDO�PHGLD�LV�KHUH�WR�VWD\��%XW�GR�\RX�UHDOL]H�WKDW�
\RX�FDQ�KDYH�D� UHDO�VRFLDO� OLIH�ZLWK�UHDO� IULHQGV�ZLWKRXW�HYHU�XVLQJ�
VRFLDO�PHGLD"�5HDOO\²ZH�XVHG�WR�GR�LW��
�
Now it’s up to you… ,GHDOO\��IULHQGVKLSV�VKRXOG�QHYHU�MXVW�³KDSSHQ´�E\�
FKDQFH��6R�IROORZ�6RORPRQ¶V�DGYLFH��&KRRVH�\RXU�IULHQGV�FDUHIXOO\��
WKHQ� invest yourself� LQ� WKHP��$QG� UHPHPEHU�� \RX�PD\�PHHW� VRPH�
RQH� WKURXJK� VRFLDO�PHGLD�� EXW� \RX¶OO� QHYHU� EXLOG� D� real� IULHQGVKLS�
WKHUH��

GOOD SENSE! 
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�
�
“The right words spoken at the right time are like 
sweet, golden apples on a plate of silver!” 
�
�
�
�
�Sweet, golden apples! 
�
<RX� SUREDEO\� JUHZ� XS� KHDULQJ� WKLV� DJH�ROG� UK\PH�� ³6WLFNV� DQG�
VWRQHV�PLJKW�EUHDN�P\�ERQHV��EXW�words�FDQ�QHYHU�KXUW�PH�´�7KLQJ�
LV��ZRUGV�can�KXUW²EXW� WKH\�FDQ�DOVR�HQFRXUDJH�� LQVSLUH��DQG�HYHQ�
KDYH�D�KHDOLQJ�HIIHFW��
� 7KH� %RRN� RI� 3URYHUEV� KDV� D� ORW� WR� VD\� DERXW� WKH� power of 
words²DERXW�KRZ�D�SHUVRQ�XVHV�KLV�RU�KHU�WRQJXH��,Q�IDFW��LW¶V�RQH�
RI� WKH� ERRN¶V� PDLQ� VXEMHFWV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� ³6RPH� SHRSOH¶V� ZRUGV�
SLHUFH�OLNH�D�NQLIH��EXW�WKRVH�ZLWK�JRRG�VHQVH�EULQJ�KHDOWK�DQG�KHDO�
LQJ�ZLWK� WKHLU� ZRUGV´� �3URYHUEV� �������� 2XU� ZRUGV�� LQFOXGLQJ� RXU�
WRQH� RI� YRLFH�� FDQ� FDXVH� UHDO� HPRWLRQDO� SDLQ²RU� EH� D� VRXUFH� RI�
JUHDW� FRPIRUW��:RUGV� FDQ� FUXVK�� KXPLOLDWH�� DQG� FDXVH� IHDU²RU� OLIW�
XS��LQVSLUH��DQG�EULQJ�KRSH��$V�WKLV�SURYHUE�VXJJHVWV��RXU�ZRUGV�FDQ�
HYHQ�DIIHFW�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ¶V�KHDOWK²DV�ZHOO�DV�RXU�RZQ��
� +HUH¶V� D� JRRG�RQH�� ³.LQG�� JHQWOH�ZRUGV� DUH� UHIUHVKLQJ�� EXW�
KDUVK�ZRUGV�RQO\�FUXVK�WKH�VSLULW´��3URYHUEV��������7KH�ULJKW�ZRUGV��
NLQGO\�VSRNHQ��FDQ�EH�OLNH�D�EUHDWK�RI�IUHVK�DLU²XSOLIWLQJ�DQG�HQHU�
JL]LQJ��%XW�XQNLQG�ZRUGV�FDQ�EH�GLVKHDUWHQLQJ��$�JHQWOH�DSSURDFK�LV�
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HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�ZKHQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��VLQFH�WKH\�DUH�
VWLOO� IRUPLQJ� WKHLU� LGHQWLW\� DQG� DUH� HVSHFLDOO\� VHQVLWLYH� WR� ZKDW� LV�
VDLG�DERXW� WKHP²DV�ZHOO�DV�how� LW� LV� VDLG��7KDW¶V�ZK\� WKH�DSRVWOH�
3DXO� ZURWH�� ³)DWKHUV�� GRQ¶W� EH� RYHUO\� KDUVK� ZLWK� \RXU� FKLOGUHQ²
WKH\�ZLOO�RQO\�EHFRPH�GLVFRXUDJHG�´��&RORVVLDQV��������
� (YHU� KHDUG� RI� RQH¶V� ³LQQHU� YRLFH´"� :H� DOO� KDYH� RQH�� ,W¶V�
ZKDW�ZH�say to ourselves��D�NLQG�RI�UXQQLQJ�³LQQHU�GLDORJXH�´�7KLV�
LQQHU�YRLFH��RU�VHOI�WDON��LV�JUHDWO\�LQIOXHQFHG�E\�ZKDW�ZH�hear��6R�
WKH� ZD\� ZH� WDON� WR� VRPHRQH²JRRG� RU� EDG²FDQ� EHFRPH� SDUW� RI�
their�LQQHU�YRLFH��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�WUXH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ��$�FKLOG�ZKR�LV�
FRQWLQXDOO\�SXW�GRZQ��FDOOHG�QDPHV��RU�WROG�WKDW�KH�RU�VKH�LV�LQIHULRU�
ZLOO�GHYHORS�DQ�LQQHU�YRLFH�WKDW�HFKRHV�WKRVH�VDPH�QHJDWLYH�YLHZV��
%XW�D�FKLOG�ZKR�LV�SUDLVHG��HQFRXUDJHG��DQG�JLYHQ�KRSH�ZLOO�GHYHORS�
D�SRVLWLYH�LQQHU�YRLFH���
� 6RORPRQ�DOVR�ZDUQHG�DERXW�WDONLQJ�too much²DERXW�EHLQJ�D�
flibbertigibbet��\HV��LW¶V�LQ�WKH�GLFWLRQDU\����+H�ZURWH��³:KHQ�VRPH�
RQH� FRQWLQXDOO\� UXQV� WKHLU�PRXWK�� VRPHWKLQJ� EDG� DOZD\V� VOLSV� RXW��
%XW� WKH�RQH�ZKR�FRQWUROV�KLV� WRQJXH� VKRZV�JRRG� VHQVH´� �3URYHUEV�
��������:H�DOO�NQRZ�SHRSOH�OLNH�WKLV²ELJ�WDONHUV�ZKR�DOZD\V�VHHP�
WR�UHJUHW�VRPHWKLQJ�WKH\�VDLG��%HWWHU�WR�MXVW�VD\�ZKDW�\RX�PHDQ�DQG�
PHDQ�ZKDW�\RX�VD\��5LJKW"�
�
Put out that fire! 
�
$QRWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�SURYHUE�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�RXU�ZRUGV²DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
tone�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�VSRNHQ²FDQ�HLWKHU�FDOP�D�WHQVH�VLWXDWLRQ�RU�
PDNH� LW� ZRUVH�� ³$� JHQWOH� DQVZHU� ZLOO� FDOP� DQRWKHU¶V� DQJHU�� EXW�
KDUVK�ZRUGV�ZLOO�RQO\�VWLU�LW�XS�´��3URYHUEV���������
� 0RUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��D�JHQWOH�DSSURDFK�WR�UHVROYLQJ�FRQIOLFW�
LV�PRVW�HIIHFWLYH��5DWKHU�WKDQ�ILJKWLQJ�ILUH�ZLWK�ILUH��LW¶V�EHVW�WR�GH�
IXVH�DQ�DQJU\�RU�KRVWLOH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�softness²ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�\RXU�

GOOD SENSE! 
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FRRO��2WKHUZLVH�� DQ� DUJXPHQW�ZLOO� GHYHORS� DQG� WHPSHUV�ZLOO� IODUH��
7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�ZLQQHU²RQO\�IUXVWUDWLRQ�DQG�UHVHQWPHQW��
� 7KH�NH\�LV�WR�XVH�D�JHQWOH��SHDFHIXO�UHVSRQVH��6RPHWLPHV�WKDW�
UHVSRQVH�PLJKW� DFWXDOO\�QHHG� WR�EH� D� WKRXJKWIXO�TXHVWLRQ��$W�RWKHU�
WLPHV�� LW�FRXOG�PHDQ�VD\LQJ�nothing�DW�DOO��7KH� LGHD� LV� WR�QRW�RYHU�
UHDFW� RU� EHFRPH� defensive�� .HHS� WKLV� LPSRUWDQW� SURYHUE� LQ� PLQG��
³)RROV� DUH�TXLFN� WR� H[SUHVV� WKHLU� DQJHU�� EXW� WKRVH�ZLWK�JRRG�VHQVH�
overlook insults´� �3URYHUEV� ��������$V� D� UXOH�� \RXU� JHQWOHQHVV� DQG�
ODFN�RI�UHDFWLRQ�ZLOO�ZLQ�WKH�GD\���
� $QG� WKHQ� WKHUH¶V� scandalmongering—\RX� NQRZ��gossip�� ,W¶V�
DQ�DOO�WRR�IUHTXHQW�PLVXVH�RI�RXU�WRQJXH��%HLQJ�D�talebearer�LV�VRPH�
WKLQJ�WKH�%LEOH�VWULFWO\�IRUELGV²EHFDXVH�LW�hurts�RWKHUV��%XW�DV�ZH�DOO�
NQRZ�� LW¶V� VRPHWLPHV� KDUG� WR� NHHS� UHDOO\� MXLF\� JRVVLS� WR� RXUVHOYHV��
ULJKW"�$V�\RX�PLJKW�H[SHFW��6RORPRQ�KDG�D�ORW�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKLV��³$�
EXV\ERG\�ZLOO� EHWUD\� DQRWKHU¶V� FRQILGHQFH�� EXW� D� WUXVWZRUWK\� IULHQG�
ZLOO�NHHS�WKLQJV�VHFUHW´��3URYHUEV���������7KH�right way�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�
D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�LV� WR�JR�GLUHFWO\�WR� them²QRW�WDON�DERXW� LW�
EHKLQG� WKHLU� EDFN�� ³$UJXH� \RXU� FDVH� SULYDWHO\� ZLWK� \RXU� QHLJKERU��
DQG�GRQ¶W�JR�EODEELQJ�DERXW�LW�WR�RWKHUV��,I�\RX�GR��\RX¶OO�EH�VKDPH�
IXOO\�H[SRVHG�DQG�\RXU�UHSXWDWLRQ�UXLQHG�´��3URYHUEV�����������
� 3HRSOH�ZLWK�JRRG�VHQVH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�ZD\�WR�VWRS�JRVVLS�LV�
WR�refuse to listen to it²DQG�refuse to repeat it��³,I�WKHUH¶V�QR�ZRRG��
D�ILUH�ZLOO�JR�RXW��/LNHZLVH��LI�SHRSOH�UHIXVH�WR�JRVVLS��D�UXPRU�ZLOO�
TXLFNO\�IDGH�DZD\´��3URYHUEV���������
� $V� 3URYHUEV� ������ QRWHV��ZH� QHHG� WR� think� FDUHIXOO\� EHIRUH�
ZH�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ��³7KH�
ULJKWHRXV�SHUVRQ�FDUHIXOO\�ZHLJKV�KLV�DQVZHUV´²KH�RU�VKH�thinks�EH�
IRUH� VSHDNLQJ�� $QG� HYHQ� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW¶V� true� GRHVQ¶W� QHFHVVDULO\�
QHHG� WR�EH� VDLG²QRW� LI� LW¶V�QHJDWLYH�RU�KXUWV� VRPHRQH��7KH� VHFRQG�
SDUW�RI�WKLV�YHUVH�DGGV��³EXW�WKH�XQJRGO\�SHUVRQ¶V�PRXWK�SRXUV�IRUWK�
KXUWIXO�ZRUGV´²ZLWK�QR�UHJDUG�IRU�WKH�GDPDJH�LW�PLJKW�GR��

Sweet, golden apples! 
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� 6R�ZH�VKRXOG�EH�FDUHIXO� WR�DYRLG�VD\LQJ�ZKDW�VLPSO\�³SRSV�
LQWR�RXU�PLQGV�´�6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³+DYH�\RX�HYHU�PHW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�
GRHVQ¶W� KHVLWDWH� WR� VSHDN� KLV� PLQG"� 7KHUH¶V� PRUH� KRSH� IRU� D� IRRO�
WKDQ�IRU�KLP�´��3URYHUEV���������
� 7RGD\��PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�SURYHUEV�FDQ�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�DSSOLFDEOH�
WR�WKH�ZD\�ZH�XVH�VRFLDO�PHGLD��7KH�QDWXUH�RI�VXFK�PHGLD²WH[WLQJ��
LQVWDQW� PHVVDJLQJ�� )DFHERRN� FRPPHQWV�� 7ZLWWHU� WZHHWV�� HWF�²
PDNHV�LW�DOO�WRR�HDV\�WR�SRVW�TXLFN��VSRQWDQHRXV�FRPPHQWV�RU�FOHYHU�
FRPHEDFNV��7KLV�VRPHWLPHV�OHDGV�WR�careless words�WKDW�KDYHQ¶W�UH�
DOO\�EHHQ�WKRXJKW�RXW��
� 7HFKQRORJ\�LV�ZRQGHUIXO��%XW�LQ�WKLV�GLJLWDO�DJH��ZH�QHHG�WR�
EH�HVSHFLDOO\�FDUHIXO�LQ�FKRRVLQJ�RXU�ZRUGV��:K\"�%HFDXVH�ZKDW�ZH�
SRVW�FDQ�RIWHQ�EH�IDU�PRUH�KXUWIXO� WKDQ� WKH�VSRNHQ�ZRUG��:KDW�ZH�
VD\�WR�VRPHRQH¶V�IDFH�XVXDOO\�DIIHFWV�RQO\�WKDW�SHUVRQ��%XW�ZKDW�ZH�
VD\� online� FDQ� EH� UHDG� E\� GR]HQV²LI� QRW� KXQGUHGV²RI� SHRSOH�� ,W�
FDQ� EH� UHSRVWHG� DQG� XOWLPDWHO\� JDLQ� ³,QWHUQHW� LPPRUWDOLW\�´�$OO� RI�
WKLV�RQO\�PDJQLILHV�WKH�KXUW��
�
Right moment, right word 
�
+DYH� \RX� HYHU� VDLG� WKH�ZURQJ� WKLQJ� DQG� ODWHU� UHJUHWWHG� LW"�:H� DOO�
KDYH��2U�PD\EH�\RX�VDLG�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ��EXW�\RX�VDLG�LW�LQ�WKH�wrong 
way�RU�ZLWK�D�QHJDWLYH�WRQH"�*RRG�PHVVDJH��ORXV\�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��
� %XW� ZLWK� SUDFWLFH²DQG� E\� DSSO\LQJ� WKHVH� WHDFKLQJV� IURP�
3URYHUEV²ZH�FDQ�DOO�LPSURYH��$QG�LI�ZH�ORRN�WR�*RG�IRU�KHOS�DQG�
JRRG�VHQVH��ZH�FDQ�OHDUQ�WR�XVH�RXU�ZRUGV�RQO\�WR�uplift�DQG�encour-
age�RWKHUV��
� 6R� QH[W� WLPH� RQH� RI� \RXU� IULHQGV� LV� IDFLQJ� GLIILFXOWLHV���
VWUHVVHG�RXW��RU�MXVW�D�ELW�GRZQ��WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�\RX�FDQ�VD\�WR�HQ�
FRXUDJH�WKHP��6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³$Q[LHW\�FDQ�ZHLJK�D�SHUVRQ�GRZQ��
EXW�D�kind word�IURP�D�IULHQG�ZLOO�FKHHU�KLP�XS´��3URYHUEV���������

GOOD SENSE! 
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,QGHHG�� ³7KHUH� LV� MR\� LQ� JLYLQJ� DQ� DSSURSULDWH� UHSO\�� DQG� D� ZHOO�
WLPHG� FRPPHQW� LV�PRVW� GHOLJKWIXO´� �3URYHUEV� ��������$QG� QRWKLQJ�
VXPV�LW�XS�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKLV�RQH��³7KH�right�words�VSRNHQ�DW�WKH�right�
time� DUH� OLNH� VZHHW�� JROGHQ� DSSOHV� RQ� D� SODWH� RI� VLOYHU�´� �3URYHUEV�
��������
� �
Now it’s up to you… 7KHUH� LV� WUHPHQGRXV�SRZHU� LQ�what�ZH�VD\�DQG�
how�ZH�VD\�LW��2XU�ZRUGV�FDQ�OLIW�RWKHUV�XS��EXW� LI�ZH�DUH�WKRXJKW�
OHVV�� RXU� ZRUGV� FDQ� KXUW� RU� FDXVH� GLVFRXUDJHPHQW�� ,W� WDNHV� good�
sense� WR� NQRZ� ZKHQ� WR� ³ELWH� \RXU� WRQJXH´²WR� think� EHIRUH� \RX�
VSHDN��$QG� LW� WDNHV�ZLVGRP� WR� NQRZ�what�words� WR� XVH�� 6R� VWXG\�
3URYHUEV²DQG�DVN�*RG�IRU�WKH�ZLVGRP�\RX�QHHG��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Sweet, golden apples! 
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�
�
“Having a good name is more important than being wealthy, and 
having the respect of others is better than tons of silver and gold!” 
�
�
�
�
 
You own this! 
�
A handshake�� 7KDW¶V� DOO� LW� WRRN�� -XVW� D� VLPSOH�� KRQHVW� KDQGVKDNH��
³'RQ¶W�\RX�QHHG�WR�JHW�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�ZULWLQJ"´�,�DVNHG��'DG�VKRW�PH�
D� ORRN� WKDW� VDLG��Mind your business� boy��$IWHU� WKH� SDUWLFXODUV� RI�
WKH�GHDO�ZHUH�ZRUNHG�RXW��KH�ODWHU�WROG�PH��³,¶YH�NQRZQ�0U��3DUNHU�
IRU�RYHU�WKLUW\�\HDUV��+LV�ZRUG�LV�DOO�,�QHHG�´�
� /LNH�PRVW�RI�P\�JHQHUDWLRQ��,�ZDV�UDLVHG�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�WKH�ROG�
VD\LQJ�WKDW�³D�PDQ¶V�word�LV�KLV�ERQG´��D�OHJDO�GRFXPHQW�WKDW�HVVHQ�
WLDOO\� KROGV� RQH� WR� KLV� ZRUG��� %DFN� WKHQ�� WKLQJV� ZHUH� ERXJKW� DQG�
VROG�DQG�GHDOV�ZHUH�PDGH�RQ�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�D�KDQGVKDNH��%HFDXVH�D�
PDQ¶V�word� ZDV� HYHU\WKLQJ��$�PDQ¶V� UHSXWDWLRQ��his� name�� UHVWHG�
RQ�KLV�ZRUG��$QG� LI�\RX�GLGQ¶W�NHHS�\RXU�ZRUG�� LI�\RX�FRXOGQ¶W�EH�
WUXVWHG²WKHQ�that’s�KRZ�\RX�ZHUH�NQRZQ�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\���
� $� SHUVRQ¶V� QDPH� GRHVQ¶W� MXVW� LGHQWLI\� WKHP²it is them��
7KHUH�LV�VR�PXFK�DWWDFKHG�WR�D�SHUVRQV�name��JRRG�DQG�EDG²DQG�LW�
DOO�DGGV�XS�WR�RQH�WKLQJ��reputation��6R�\RXU�reputation� LV�YLUWXDOO\�
V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK� \RXU�name�� ,W¶V� KRZ�\RX¶UH� WKRXJKW�RI�� LW¶V� KRZ�
\RX¶UH�WDONHG�DERXW��LW¶V�KRZ�\RX¶UH�UHPHPEHUHG��

 

���



� ,W¶V� KRZ� \RX¶UH� known�� 7KLQN� DERXW� WKLV�� ³(YHQ� FKLOGUHQ�
make themselves�known� E\� WKHLU� FRQGXFW�� E\�ZKHWKHU� WKHLU� DFWLRQV�
DUH�JRRG�DQG�ULJKW´��3URYHUEV���������6R�DV�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�RQ�WKH�
YHUJH�RI�DGXOWKRRG��KRZ�PXFK�more�ZRXOG�\RXU�FRQGXFW�GHWHUPLQH�
\RXU�UHSXWDWLRQ²\RXU�QDPH��how you’re known? 
� 6RORPRQ� ZURWH�� ³+DYLQJ� D� good name LV� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW�
WKDQ�EHLQJ�ZHDOWK\��DQG�KDYLQJ� WKH�respect�RI�RWKHUV� LV�EHWWHU� WKDQ�
WRQV�RI�VLOYHU�DQG�JROG�´��3URYHUEV��������2I�FRXUVH��WKHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�
ZURQJ�ZLWK�KDYLQJ�D�JRRG�QDPH�and� EHLQJ� D�ELW�ZHDOWK\��%XW� WKLV�
SURYHUE�LV�SULPDULO\�GUDZLQJ�D�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�FRQGXFW�
WKHPVHOYHV� ZLWK� integrity� DQG� WKRVH� PRQH\�JUXEEHUV� ZKR� OLH� DQG�
FKHDW�WR�JHW�ULFK��,W¶V�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�KRQHVW\�DQG�GHFHLWIXO�
QHVV��EHWZHHQ�keeping your word�DQG�EHLQJ�XQUHOLDEOH���
� +HUH¶V�D�UHODWHG�SURYHUE��³$�PDQ�RI�LQWHJULW\�FRQGXFWV�KLP�
VHOI�ZLWK�FRQILGHQFH��EXW�RQH�ZKR�deals crookedly�ZLWK�RWKHUV�ZLOO�
VXUHO\�EH�H[SRVHG´��3URYHUEV������²DQG�KLV�UHSXWDWLRQ�UXLQHG��
� 6XUH�� KDYLQJ�PRQH\� LV� JUHDW�� $QG� ZKR� GRHVQ¶W� ZDQW� WR� EH�
SRSXODU��RU�WKRXJKW�RI�DV�FRRO"�$QG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�DZHVRPH�WR�DFH�WKDW�
KLVWRU\�WHVW�QH[W�ZHHN�WRR��ULJKW"�
� %XW�DW�ZKDW�FRVW"�,I�LW�LQYROYHV�GHFHLW��LV�LW�UHDOO\�ZRUWK�LW"�,I�
LW�WDNHV�DGYDQWDJH�RI�VRPHRQH��ZLOO�LW�PDNH�\RX�KDSS\"�,V�LW�ZRUWK�
\RXU�LQWHJULW\²your name?�
� ��
Integrity: it’s all about you! 
�
2ND\��VR�ZKDW�LV�WKLV�TXDOLW\�FDOOHG�³LQWHJULW\´"�,I�\RX�VDLG�honesty��
\RX¶G�EH�ULJKW²EXW�LW¶V�DFWXDOO\�VR�PXFK�PRUH��,W�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�D�
SHUVRQ¶V�character��KLV�RU�KHU�VHQVH�RI�knowing�DQG� living by�ZKDW�
LV�JRRG�DQG�ULJKW��
� ,QWHJULW\�FDQ�EH�GHVFULEHG�E\�VHYHUDO�TXDOLWLHV��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�
DUH�UHODWHG��%XW�KHUH¶V�D�VLPSOH�ZD\�WR�ORRN�DW�LW��)LUVW��LW�is�KRQHVW\��

You own this! 
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%XW�KRQHVW\�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�WHOOLQJ�WKH�WUXWK��,W�PHDQV�QHYHU�XVLQJ�
DQ\�NLQG�RI�deception��,W�PHDQV�EHLQJ�JHQXLQH��DXWKHQWLF²QRW�EHLQJ�
D�SKRQ\��/LNH�\RX¶UH�DQ�RSHQ�ERRN��$IWHU�DOO��EHLQJ�straightforward�
LV� XQLYHUVDOO\� UHVSHFWHG��6RORPRQ� VDLG� WKDW� ³NLQJV� DGPLUH�KRQHVW\��
DQG�WKH\�YDOXH�RQH�ZKR�VSHDNV�WKH�WUXWK´��3URYHUEV���������
� $QG�UHPHPEHU��LW�WDNHV�WLPH�WR�EXLOG�D�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�RQH�ZKR�
LV�KRQHVW��ZKR�DOZD\V�WHOOV�WKH�WUXWK��%XW�LW�RQO\�WDNHV�RQH�OLH�WR�UXLQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ��7KHQ�³\RXU�QDPH�LV�mud´��DQRWKHU�ROG�VD\LQJ���
� 6HFRQG�� LQWHJULW\� LQFOXGHV� dependability�� <RX¶UH� VRPHRQH�
ZKR� FDQ� DOZD\V� EH� FRXQWHG� RQ²WR� VKRZ�XS�ZKHQ� DQG�ZKHUH� \RX�
said� \RX�ZRXOG�� DQG� WR�DFWXDOO\�GR�ZKDW� \RX�said� \RX¶G�GR��6ROR�
PRQ� ZURWH�� ³&RXQWLQJ� RQ� VRPHRQH� ZKR� LV� unreliable²HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ� \RX� UHDOO\� QHHG� WKHP²LV� OLNH� GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� D� EDG� WRRWK� RU� D�

HYHU\�
WKLQJ�\RX�GR²UDWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�ZLVK\�ZDVK\�DQG�ZDIIO\��VHH�-DPHV�
������
� 7KLUG�� LQWHJULW\�PHDQV� KDYLQJ� D� FOHDU� VHW� RI� convictions²D�
PRUDO� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� GRLQJ� ZKDW� LV� fair� DQG� right�� <RX� QRW� RQO\�
KDYH�D�JHQXLQH�VHQVH�RI�ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ��\RX�stand up for�DQG�de-
fend�ZKDW�LV�ULJKW��6RORPRQ�ZHLJKV�LQ�KHUH�WRR��³7KH�PRUDO�LQWHJULW\�
RI�WKH�XSULJKW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�JXLGH�WKHP��EXW�WKH�GLVKRQHVW\�RI�ZURQJ�
GRHUV�ZLOO�OHDG�WKHP�WR�UXLQ´��3URYHUEV��������
� )RXUWK�� LQWHJULW\� LQYROYHV� manners�� <HV�� \RX� UHDG� WKDW�
ULJKW²manners�� :K\"� %HFDXVH� packaging� PDWWHUV�� presentation�
PDWWHUV��<RX�PLJKW� KDYH� DOO� WKH�KRQHVW\�� GHSHQGDELOLW\�� DQG�PRUDO�
FRQYLFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG²EXW�LI�\RX¶UH�UXGH�DQG�GLVUHVSHFWIXO��\RXU�
LQWHJULW\� LV� RXW� WKH� ZLQGRZ�� ,I� \RX� GUHVV� LQDSSURSULDWHO\�� LI� \RX�
GHPRQVWUDWH� LPPDWXULW\� LQ� \RXU� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� RU� LI� \RX� FDQ¶W� WHDU�
\RXUVHOI�DZD\�IURP�\RXU�SKRQH� ORQJ�HQRXJK� WR� UHVSHFWIXOO\� ORRN�D�
JURZQXS�LQ�WKH�H\H²WKHQ�ZKHUH¶V�\RXU�LQWHJULW\"�
� ,QWHJULW\�FDOOV�IRU�NLQGQHVV��PRGHVW\��SROLWHQHVV²respect for 
others�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH� \RXU� HOGHUV� �VHH�/HYLWLFXV���������

GOOD SENSE! 
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�$QG�E\� WKH�ZD\�� OHDUQ�KRZ� WR�SURSHUO\� VKDNH� KDQGV�� ,W� VD\V� D� ORW�
DERXW�\RX���
� 8OWLPDWHO\��\RX�PLJKW�VD\�WKDW�³LQWHJULW\´�LV�WKH�VXP�WRWDO�RI�
who you are� �RU� PD\EH� DUHQ¶W��� 7KDW¶V� ZK\� LW� JRHV� KDQG�LQ�KDQG�
ZLWK�\RXU�reputation²\RXU�name��,W¶V�DOO�\RX��
�
Let’s get this done! 
�
:KHQ�\RX�say�\RX¶OO�GR�VRPHWKLQJ��GR�SHRSOH�know�LW¶V�³DV�JRRG�DV�
GRQH´"� 7KDW¶V� WKH� ZD\� LW� VKRXOG� EH�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� PDQ\� WRGD\�
VHHP� XQFRQFHUQHG� DERXW� EDFNLQJ� XS� WKHLU� ZRUG�� :H¶YH� DOO� EHHQ�
WKHUH��6RPHWKLQJ�FRPHV�XS�DQG�VXGGHQO\�\RX�UHDOL]H�LW¶V�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�
EH�convenient� WR� IROORZ� WKURXJK�RQ�D� FRPPLWPHQW��<RX� VWDUW� FUDZ�
ILVKLQJ��<RX�UDWLRQDOL]H�LW�DZD\��³7KLQJV�KDSSHQ��LW¶V�QR�ELJ�GHDO�´�
� %XW�LW�is�D�ELJ�GHDO��<RXU�name� LV�RQ�WKH�OLQH��$QG�JRRG�LQ�
WHQWLRQV�GRQ¶W�FRXQW��LW¶V�ZKDW�\RX�do�WKDW�FRXQWV��6R�KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�
SRLQWHUV��
� ���%H�FDUHIXO�ZKDW�\RX�SURPLVH��OHDUQ�WR�WKLQN�WZLFH�EHIRUH�
FRPPLWWLQJ�\RXUVHOI��
� ���:KHQ�\RX�FDQ¶W�FRPPLW�WR�VRPHWKLQJ��VD\�VR��,W¶V�RND\�WR�
VD\�no�ZKHQ�\RX�QHHG�WR��
� ���:KHQ�\RX�GR�FRPPLW��IROORZ�WKURXJK��*HW�LW�GRQH��
� ���,I�\RX�MXVW�FDQQRW�KRQRU�\RXU�ZRUG��DGPLW�LW��'RQ¶W�PDNH�
H[FXVHV��$SRORJL]H�DQG�ILQG�RXW�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�make things right��
� 7KLQN�DERXW�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�losing your credibility²RI�
GHYHORSLQJ� D� UHSXWDWLRQ� RI� EHLQJ� XQUHOLDEOH�� RI� HDUQLQJ� D� ³EDG�
QDPH�´�,W¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�WDNH�PDQ\�\HDUV�WR�WXUQ�DURXQG��
� �
Now it’s up to you… $OZD\V� NHHS� \RXU�ZRUG²EHFDXVH� it’s the only 
thing you really own! 

You own this! 
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8 
�
�
“Just look at the ant, you slacker! 
Look at how hard they work—and wise up!” 
�
�
�
�
�Play hard, work harder! 
�
0DQ\�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�WRGD\�DUH�ILQGLQJ�LW�GLIILFXOW�WR�ODQG�D�MRE��$�ELJ�
UHDVRQ� LV� WKDW�HPSOR\HUV�DUH�JXQ�VK\�DERXW�KLULQJ� WHHQV�DQG�\RXQJ�
DGXOWV��:K\"�(PSOR\HUV� DUH� ILQGLQJ� WKDW�PXFK�RI� WRGD\¶V� \RXQJHU�
JHQHUDWLRQ²WHHQV�DQG����VRPHWKLQJV²KDV�D�VHOI�FHQWHUHG�³ZKDW¶V�
JRRG�IRU�PH´�DSSURDFK�WR�ZRUN��$QG�WKDW¶V�QRW�JRRG�IRU�EXVLQHVV��
� 6SHDNLQJ� WR�SURVSHFWLYH�HPSOR\HHV��RQH� UHFUXLWHU� VDLG��³,W¶V�
QRW� DERXW�you«��7KH�ZRUOG�RI�EXVLQHVV�GRHVQ¶W� RSHUDWH�RQ�ZKDW¶V�
FRQYHQLHQW�IRU�\RX�DQG�ZKDW�ILWV�LQWR�\RXU�VFKHGXOH�RU�\RXU�SDUWLFX�
ODU�H[SHFWDWLRQ��7KDW�>µPH�ILUVW¶@�SKLORVRSK\�LV�ZK\�WKHUH�LV�QR�VXFK�
WKLQJ� DV� VHUYLFH� DQ\PRUH� DQG� ZK\� PHGLRFULW\� LV� EHFRPLQJ� WKH�
QRUP�´��
��
� /RRNV� OLNH� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� KDYH� DQ� XSKLOO� FOLPE�� 6R�ZKHQ� LW�
FRPHV�WR�ZRUN��KRZ�FDQ�you�ULVH�WR�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�DQG�VHSDUDWH�\RXU�
VHOI�IURP�WKH�SDFN"�0D\EH�6RORPRQ�FDQ�KHOS��%XW�ILUVW��OHW¶V�ORRN�DW�
KRZ�WKLQJV�JRW�WKLV�ZD\��
� (YHU\� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� SDUHQWV� ZDQWV� WKH� EHVW� IRU� WKHLU� NLGV��
1RWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK� WKDW��7KH�JHQHUDWLRQ� WKDW�ZHQW� WKURXJK�:RUOG�
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:DU�,,�KDG�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ��7KHLU�VXUYLYDO�GHSHQGHG�RQ�
LW��$QG�WKH\�QDWXUDOO\�ZDQWHG�WKHLU�NLGV²WKH�VR�FDOOHG�%DE\�%RRP�
HUV²WR�KDYH�D�EHWWHU��easier� OLIH��$QG�WKH\�GLG��%RRPHUV�EHQHILWHG�
IURP� WKH� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� SURVSHULW\� WKDW� IROORZHG� WKH� ZDU²\HW� WKH\�
QHYHU�KDG�WR�³HDUQ�WKHLU�ZD\´�OLNH�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�GLG��
� 7KLV� WUHQG� FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK� WKH� QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ�� less was re-
quired�DQG�PRUH�ZDV�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG��)DVW�IRUZDUG�WR�WRGD\��7KH�
SUHVHQW� JHQHUDWLRQ� RI� WHHQV� DQG� ���VRPHWKLQJV� KDV�� RYHUDOO�� never 
been taught� WKH� YDOXH� RI� KDUG�ZRUN�� 7KH\¶UH� QRW� SDUWLFXODUO\� OD]\��
WKH\�MXVW�GRQ¶W�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�EHQHILWV�RI�KDUG�ZRUN��7KH\�WHQG�WR�EH�
IRFXVHG�RQ�SHUVRQDO�FRQYHQLHQFH²RQ�ZKDW¶V�JRRG�IRU�WKHP��RQ�WKH�
QH[W�ELJ�WKLQJ��
� $Q� LQHYLWDEOH� FRQVHTXHQFH� RI� WKLV�PLQGVHW� LV� WKH� IDLOXUH� WR�
GHYHORS� D� VHQVH� RI� SHUVRQDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\²ZKLFK� OHDGV� WR� SRRU�
ZRUN�KDELWV��2QH�HPSOR\HU�SXW�LW�OLNH�WKLV��³,�GRQ¶W�FDUH�ZKDW�JHQHU�
DWLRQ�\RX�EHORQJ�WR��WKHUH¶V�WKLV�WKLQJ�FDOOHG�D�work ethic²PDNLQJ�D�
FRPPLWPHQW� DQG� GRLQJ�ZKDW� \RX� VD\� \RX¶OO� GR��%HLQJ� UHVSRQVLEOH�
DQG�DFFRXQWDEOH�LV�QRW�DERXW�ZKHWKHU�LW¶V�FRQYHQLHQW�IRU�\RX�´�
��
� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� UHVHDUFK�� WRR�PDQ\� \RXQJ�ZRUNHUV� WKLQN�RQO\�
LQ�WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�WKHLU�MRE�FDQ�GR�IRU�them��QRW�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQ�GR IRU�
WKHLU�HPSOR\HU��7KH\�KDYH�QR�IXQGDPHQWDO�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�
WKHLU�HPSOR\HU��$QG�WR�WKHP��ZRUN�GRHVQ¶W�OHDG�WR�SHUVRQDO�VDWLVIDF�
WLRQ� RU� D� VHQVH� RI� DFFRPSOLVKPHQW²LW¶V� MXVW� VRPHWKLQJ� \RX� GR� WR�
JHW�D�SD\FKHFN�DQG�JR�HQMR\�WKH�ZHHNHQG��
�
Nothing works like work 
�
7KH�IHHOLQJ�RI�satisfaction�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�D�³MRE�ZHOO�GRQH´²OLNH�
D�ILQLVKHG�SURMHFW��GRQH�WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�RQH¶V�DELOLW\²LV�RQH�RI�OLIH¶V�
VSHFLDO�JLIWV��*RG�NQHZ� WKLV�ZKHQ�+H� LQVWUXFWHG�$GDP�DQG�(YH� WR�
³GUHVV�DQG�NHHS´�WKHLU�KRPH��WKH�*DUGHQ�RI�(GHQ��*HQHVLV��������,Q�

Play hard, work harder! 
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WKH�+HEUHZ��WKH�SKUDVH�LV�OLWHUDOO\�³ZRUN�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�´�7KH\�ZHUH�
WR�work� WKH� JDUGHQ�� PDLQWDLQLQJ� LWV� EHDXW\� DQG� SURGXFWLYLW\�� *RG�
JDYH� PDQ� VL[� GD\V� HDFK� ZHHN� WR� GR� ZKDWHYHU�work� QHHGHG� WR� EH�
GRQH�� IROORZHG�E\�D�GD\�RI� UHVW�� WKH�6DEEDWK��7KHUH� LV� WUHPHQGRXV�
wisdom�LQ�WKLV�GHVLJQ��
� ,Q� IDFW��ZKHQ�\RX�UHDOO\� WKLQN�DERXW� LW��*RG�³FUHDWHG´�ZRUN�
DV�D�blessing�IRU�PDQ��$IWHU�DOO��ZLWKRXW�ZRUN��ZKDW�HOVH�ZRXOG�ZH�
GR"�:H� ZRXOG� QHYHU� OHDUQ� WR� EH� SURGXFWLYH²QHYHU� OHDUQ� KRZ� WR�
SODQ��GHVLJQ��FUHDWH��RU�VROYH�SUREOHPV��:H�ZRXOG�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFH�
SHUVRQDO�JURZWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW��RU�NQRZ� WKH� MR\�RI�DFFRPSOLVK�
PHQW��,QGHHG��D�FDUHIUHH�H[LVWHQFH�ZRXOG�GHQ\�XV�DQ\�VHQVH�RI�VHOI�
ZRUWK��DQG�LGOHQHVV�DQG�LQGLIIHUHQFH�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�GHVWUR\�XV��
� +DYLQJ�QHYHU�OHDUQHG�WKH�YDOXH�RI�ZRUN��WRR�PDQ\�RI�WRGD\¶V�
\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DUH�PLVVLQJ�RXW�RQ�WKLV�JUHDW�EOHVVLQJ��7RR�PDQ\�KDYH�
QHYHU� H[SHULHQFHG� WKDW� VSHFLDO� IHHOLQJ� RI� VDWLVIDFWLRQ� WKDW� FRPHV�
IURP�SHUVRQDOO\�VHHLQJ�D�GLIILFXOW�MRE�WKURXJK�WR�WKH�HQG²ZKHUH�WKH�
UHZDUG�LV�QRW�DERXW�PRQH\��EXW�DERXW�WKH�MR\�DQG�SULGH�RI�VXFFHVV��
� $�SDUW� RI� WKH� SUREOHP� LV� WKDW� \RXQJ�SHRSOH� KDYH� JURZQ�XS�
ZLWK�DQ�XQKHDOWK\�GRVH�RI�entertainment²YLGHR�JDPHV�� WHOHYLVLRQ��
PRYLHV²ZKLFK�LV�QRZ�PDGH�PXFK�ZRUVH�E\�WKH�,QWHUQHW�DQG�VRFLDO�
PHGLD��5DWKHU�WKDQ�OHDUQLQJ�D�VNLOO��SOD\LQJ�VSRUWV��RU�EHFRPLQJ�LQ�
YROYHG�LQ�RWKHU�SURGXFWLYH�DFWLYLWLHV��PDQ\�VSHQG�DEVXUG�DPRXQWV�RI�
WLPH� VLWWLQJ� LQ� IURQW� RI� VRPH� VRUW� RI� VFUHHQ��$QG� WKLV� HPSKDVLV� RQ�
PLQGOHVV�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�does�OHDG�WR�OD]LQHVV�DQG�DSDWK\��
� 6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³,I�\RX�ZRUN�\RXU�ODQG�\RX¶OO�KDYH�SOHQW\�WR�
HDW��EXW�mindless pursuits�RQO\�VKRZ�D�ODFN�RI�JRRG�VHQVH´��3URYHUEV�
�������� 2QH� WUDQVODWLRQ� VD\V�� ³EXW� RQH� ZKR� FKDVHV� IDQWDVLHV� ODFNV�
MXGJPHQW�´�2EYLRXVO\��PRVW�RI�XV�GR�QRW�³ZRUN�WKH�ODQG´�WRGD\��%XW�
WKH� LGHD� KHUH� LV� WKDW�ZH� DUH� WR�work²WR� EH� SURGXFWLYH��:H� DUH� WR�
DYRLG� ZDVWLQJ� WLPH� RQ� LQWHUHVWV� ZLWK� OLWWOH� RU� QR� UHDO� YDOXH�� $QG�
ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�PLQGOHVV�WKDQ�EHLQJ�JOXHG�WR�D�VFUHHQ�DOO�GD\��
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Make your “stock” go up in value 
�
(YHU\� FRPSDQ\� LV�ZLOOLQJ� WR� LQYHVW� WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW� LQ� WUDLQLQJ�DQG�
LPSURYLQJ� LWV� HPSOR\HHV²DV� ORQJ� DV� WKRVH� HPSOR\HHV� DUH� SURGXF�
WLYH�� 6R� DV� DQ� HPSOR\HH�� WKLQN� RI� \RXUVHOI� DV� DQ� investment�� \RX�
ZDQW� \RXU� ³VWRFN´� WR�JR�up� LQ� WKH� H\HV�RI� \RXU�ERVV��<RX�ZDQW� WR�
EHFRPH�VR�valuable�WKDW�KH�RU�VKH�ZRXOG�QHYHU�OHW�\RX�JR��
� 2QH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ZD\V�WR�GR�WKLV�LV�WR�OHDUQ�WR�VKRZ�initiative��
1HYHU� KDYH� WKH� DWWLWXGH� WKDW� VD\V�� ³7KDW¶V� QRW�my� MRE�´�:KHQ� \RX�
VHH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�GRQH��GRQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�EH�WROG�WR�GR�LW²
MXVW�JHW�LW�GRQH��
� $QG�PDNH�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�look IRU�WKLQJV�WR�GR��$V�RQH�UHFUXLWHU�
SXW�LW��HPSOR\HUV�HYHU\ZKHUH�DUH�FRPSODLQLQJ�WKDW�\RXQJHU�ZRUNHUV�
KDYHQ¶W�OHDUQHG�WR�³ORRN�DURXQG�DQG�VHH�ZKDW�VKRXOG�EH�GRQH�QH[W��
,QVWHDG�� WKH\�DVN�What’s my job? DQG�JR�DERXW� ILJXULQJ� WKH� IDVWHVW�
ZD\�WR�FRPSOHWH�WKDW�WDVN��7KHQ�WKH\�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�GRQH�´��
�
� :KDW�GRHV�3URYHUEV�KDYH� WR� VD\� DERXW�showing initiative²
DERXW�EHLQJ�self-PRWLYDWHG"�³-XVW�ORRN�DW�WKH�DQW��\RX�VODFNHU��/RRN�
DW�KRZ�KDUG� WKH\�ZRUN²DQG�ZLVH�XS��$QWV�KDYH�QR�VXSHUYLVRU��QR�
ERVV²\HW� WKH\�VWRUH�XS�IRRG�DOO� WKURXJK�WKH�VXPPHU��

� %HLQJ� D� VHOI�VWDUWHU� LV� D�PDWWHU� RI� EHOLHYLQJ� WKDW� HPSOR\HHV�
DUH�obligated� to give their very best�� ,W�PHDQV� WDNLQJ�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
DQG�VHHLQJ�WR�LW�WKDW�WKLQJV�JHW�GRQH��<RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�WKLV�JX\��
³/LNH�YLQHJDU�VHWV�\RXU�WHHWK�RQ�HGJH�DQG�VPRNH�EXUQV�\RXU�H\HV��D�
OD]\�ZRUNHU�LV�DQ�DQQR\DQFH�WR�KLV�HPSOR\HU�´��3URYHUEV���������
� /D]\� SHRSOH� ILQG� DOO� NLQGV� RI� excuses� DV� WR�ZK\� VRPHWKLQJ�
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GLGQ¶W� JHW� GRQH²RU� FDQ¶W� EH� GRQH�� 6RORPRQ�ZURWH�� ³(YHU\WKLQJ� D�
VOXJJDUG�WULHV�WR�GR�LV�KDPSHUHG�E\�µWKRUQV¶��%XW�LI�\RX¶UH�DQ�KRQHVW�
ZRUNHU��\RX¶OO�ILQG�D�ZD\�WR�JHW�WKH�MRE�GRQH´��3URYHUEV���������,W¶V�
WUXH�� /D]\�ZRUNHUV� ILQG� DOO� NLQGV� RI� REVWDFOHV� DQG� GLIILFXOWLHV� WKDW�
NHHS� WKHP�IURP�EHLQJ�SURGXFWLYH��%XW�GLOLJHQW�ZRUNHUV� ILQG�D�ZD\�
WR�VXFFHHG��7KH\¶UH�SUREOHP�VROYHUV��QRW�SUREOHPV�themselves��
�
A matter of character 
�
,Q�KLV� OHWWHU� WR�WKH�&RORVVLDQ�FKXUFK��3DXO�VKRZV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
DOZD\V� GRLQJ� RQH¶V� best²DW� anything�� $V� ZH¶OO� VHH�� LW� DOO� ERLOV�
GRZQ�WR�D�PDWWHU�RI�SHUVRQDO�FKDUDFWHU��
� 3DXO¶V�LQVWUXFWLRQV�FRQFHUQHG�D�VHUYDQW¶V�OR\DOW\�WR�KLV�RU�KHU�
PDVWHU�RU�RZQHU��%XW� WKH�SULQFLSOH�KHUH�DSSOLHV�HTXDOO\� WR�HPSOR\�
HHV� DQG� HPSOR\HUV�� VR� ,¶OO� SDUDSKUDVH� WKH� SDVVDJH� DFFRUGLQJO\��
³(PSOR\HHV�� GR� \RXU� MRE� DV� LQVWUXFWHG²QRW� MXVW�ZKHQ� WKH� ERVV� LV�
ZDWFKLQJ��DV�LI�\RX¶UH�WU\LQJ�WR�JDLQ�VSHFLDO�IDYRU��%XW�DOZD\V�ZRUN�
KDUG��EHLQJ�KRQHVW��EHFDXVH�RI�\RXU� UHVSHFW� IRU�*RG��$QG� LQ�HYHU\�
WDVN�� put your heart into it� DV� LI� \RX¶UH� DFWXDOO\� ZRUNLQJ� IRU� WKH�
/RUG²EHFDXVH� \RX� NQRZ� \RXU� WUXH� UHZDUG� ZLOO� FRPH� IURP� +LP��
8OWLPDWHO\��\RX�are�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�&KULVW´��&RORVVLDQV�����������
� Everything� \RX� GR� VKRXOG� EH� GRQH�ZLWK� ���� SHUFHQW� HIIRUW��
$Q\WKLQJ� OHVV²DQ\� OHYHO�RI�FRPSURPLVLQJ�RU� VHWWOLQJ� IRU� MXVW�³VR�
VR´²DQG�\RX�GLPLQLVK�\RXU�FKDUDFWHU��'RLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�KDOIKHDUWHG�
O\�ZLOO�FDXVH�\RX�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�accepting of mediocrity��
2YHU� WLPH� \RX¶OO� IRUJHW� ZKDW� LW¶V� OLNH� WR� VWULYH� IRU� H[FHOOHQFH�� IRU�
TXDOLW\��<RX�ZLOO�UXLQ�WKDW�YLWDO�SDUW�RI�\RXU�FKDUDFWHU�WKDW�GHPDQGV�
KRQHVW\�DQG�LQWHJULW\²DQG�PDNH�QR�PLVWDNH��LW�ZLOO�DGYHUVHO\�DIIHFW�
every�DUHD�RI�\RXU�OLIH��
� ,Q� WKH� HQG�� \RX¶OO� EHFRPH� D� ORDIHU� ZKR� MXVW� ZDQWV� WR� JHW�
WKURXJK�WKH�ZRUNGD\��
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� :RUNLQJ� KDUG²DQG� OLNLQJ� LW²LVQ¶W� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� FRPHV�
QDWXUDOO\�� ,W¶V� D� OHDUQHG� KDELW�� VRPHWKLQJ� LGHDOO\� WDXJKW� IURP� D�
\RXQJ� DJH�� %XW� LW¶V� QHYHU� WRR� ODWH� WR� GHYHORS� D� JR�JHWWHU� DWWLWXGH��
<RX� VWDUW� E\� UHDOL]LQJ�why� D� VROLG�ZRUN� HWKLF� LV� VR� LPSRUWDQW�� ,W¶V�
QRW�MXVW�DERXW�PDNLQJ�PRQH\�RU�EHLQJ�VXFFHVVIXO²LW¶V�DERXW�you�DV�
D�SHUVRQ��DERXW�\RXU�QDPH�RU�UHSXWDWLRQ��\RXU�FKDUDFWHU��(YHQ�\RXU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��
� $W�WKLV�SRLQW�\RX¶UH�SUREDEO\�VWLOO�VRUWLQJ�RXW�FDUHHU�FKRLFHV��
%XW�RQH�WKLQJ�LV�IRU�VXUH��EHFRPLQJ�D�KDUG�ZRUNHU�ZLOO�EHQHILW�\RX�
LQ�any SURIHVVLRQ�\RX�PLJKW�FKRRVH��6RORPRQ�VDLG�LW�EHVW��³$�PDQ�
ZKR�LV�GLOLJHQW�DQG�H[FHOV�LQ�KLV�ZRUN�ZLOO�ILQG�HPSOR\PHQW�DPRQJ�
WKH�HVWHHPHG²DQG�KH�ZLOO�QHYHU�KDYH�WR�UHVRUW�WR�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WULYL�
DO�PHQ´��3URYHUEV���������,QGHHG��EHLQJ�DQ�LQGXVWULRXV�DQG�UHOLDEOH�
ZRUNHU�FDQ�take you places�\RX�QHYHU�GUHDPHG�RI��
� 6R�VWDUW�QRZ²GHWHUPLQH�WR�SXW�\RXU�ZKROH�KHDUW�LQWR�every-
thing�\RX�GR��
�
Now it’s up to you… /D]LQHVV�LV�DQ�LQVLGH�MRE²EXW�VR�LV�EHFRPLQJ�D�JR�
JHWWHU�� ,W� UHDOO\� LV� \RXU� FKRLFH�� -XVW� UHPHPEHU�� ³/D]\� SHRSOH�ZDQW�
WKLV� DQG�ZDQW� WKDW�� \HW� WKH\� UHDOO\�KDYH�QRWKLQJ� WR� VKRZ� IRU� WKHP�
VHOYHV�� %XW� WKRVH� ZKR� ZRUN� KDUG� ZLOO� KDYH� HYHU\WKLQJ� WKH\�
QHHG�´��3URYHUEV��������
�

�$QGUHD�.D\��Gannett��³6HOI�FHQWHUHG�:RUN�(WKLF�+LQGHUV�<RXQJ�(PSOR\HHV´�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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9 
�
�
“Keep your heart with all diligence—because 
life itself flows from the heart!” 
�
�
�
�
�Matters of the heart 
�
-HQQ\�FDUHIXOO\�SODFHG�WKH�KHDUW�VKDSHG�ORFNHW�EDFN�LQWR�KHU�MHZHOU\�
ER[��1R�ZD\�ZDV�VKH�JRLQJ�WR�ZHDU�LW�RQ�this�KLNLQJ�WULS²VKH�PLJKW�
ORVH�LW�OLNH�VKH�RQFH�ORVW�D�EUDFHOHW�RQ�D�VLPLODU�RXWLQJ��$IWHU�DOO��WKH�
ORFNHW�ZDV�KHU�PRVW�SUL]HG�SRVVHVVLRQ��D�JLIW�KHU�JUDQGPRWKHU�JDYH�
KHU�MXVW�EHIRUH�VKH�SDVVHG�DZD\��
� $V� -HQQ\� FORVHG� WKH� ER[� VKH� UHFDOOHG� WKH� HQJUDYLQJ� LQVLGH�
WKH� ORFNHW�� Keep your heart safe!� +HU� JUDQGPRWKHU� WROG� KHU� WKH�
ZRUGV� ZHUH� WDNHQ� IURP� 3URYHUEV� ������ ZKLFK� UHDGV�� ³.HHS� \RXU�
KHDUW�ZLWK�DOO�GLOLJHQFH²EHFDXVH�OLIH�LWVHOI�IORZV�IURP�WKH�KHDUW�´�
� :KDW�GRHV� WKLV�SDVVDJH�PHDQ"�$UH�ZH� WR� WDNH�JRRG�FDUH�RI�
RXU� KHDUWV²EHFDXVH� RQH¶V� ³OLIH� EORRG´� UHDOO\� GRHV� IORZ� IURP� WKH�
KHDUW��ULJKW"�6XUH��WKLV�FRXOG�EH�RQH�ZD\�WR�ORRN�DW�LW��%XW�6RORPRQ�
ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�ELJJHU²way bigger��
� 7KURXJKRXW� WKH� %LEOH�� heart� LV� RIWHQ� XVHG� WR� UHIHU� WR� WKH�
mind²WR� RQH¶V� LQQHUPRVW� WKRXJKWV�� RQH¶V� DWWLWXGH�� RQH¶V� con-
science�� (YHQ� WRGD\� ZH� XVH� SKUDVHV� OLNH�� ³)ROORZ� \RXU� KHDUW´� RU�
³'R�ZKDW�\RXU�KHDUW�WHOOV�\RX�´�6R�KHUH¶V�ZKDW�6RORPRQ�ZDV�UHDOO\�
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VD\LQJ��³3URWHFW�\RXU�mind�ZLWK�DOO�GLOLJHQFH��DW�DOO�FRVWV²EHFDXVH�
WKH�PLQG�affects everything�LQ�OLIH�´�
� 7KH�%RRN�RI�3URYHUEV�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�
ODQJXDJH�� 7KH� +HEUHZ� ZRUG� WUDQVODWHG� diligence� DFWXDOO\� PHDQV�
above all else��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��SURWHFWLQJ�\RXU�mind�VKRXOG�EH�\RXU�
highest priority²JXDUG�\RXU�³KHDUW´�above all else! 
� :K\"� %HFDXVH� \RXU� PLQG²how� \RX� WKLQN� DQG� what� \RX�
WKLQN²VKDSHV� HYHU\� DUHD� RI� \RXU� OLIH�� 7KLV� LV� ZK\� 6RORPRQ� VDLG�
³OLIH�LWVHOI�IORZV�IURP�WKH�KHDUW�´�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��\RXU�ZKROH�OLIH�LV�D�
UHIOHFWLRQ�RI�\RXU�³KHDUW´²\RXU�PLQG�DQG�WKRXJKWV�DQG�RXWORRN��,Q�
D�YHU\�UHDO�VHQVH��\RX�are�ZKDW�\RX�EHOLHYH�DQG�WKLQN��
�
Garbage in, garbage out 
�
3URYHUEV�KDV�D�ORW�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKH�mind��)RU�H[DPSOH��³,I�\RX�KDYH�
QR� FRQWURO�RYHU� \RXU�PLQG�� \RX¶UH� OLNH� D� FLW\�ZLWK� EURNHQ�ZDOOV²
anything� FDQ� JHW� LQ�´� �3URYHUEV� �������� ,Q� DQFLHQW� WLPHV�� D� FLW\¶V�
ZDOOV�ZHUH�PHDQW� WR� NHHS� WKH� EDG� JX\V� RXW��%XW�ZLWKRXW�ZDOOV�� RU�
ZLWK� EURNHQ�GRZQ� ZDOOV�� DQ\ERG\� RU� DQ\WKLQJ� FRXOG� JHW� into� WKH�
FLW\��
� ,V�\RXU�PLQG�OLNH�WKDW"�
� .HHSLQJ�\RXU�KHDUW�VDIH�PHDQV�JXDUGLQJ�ZKDW�JRHV�into�\RXU�
PLQG��<RX�QHHG�ZDOOV��DQG�\RX�KDYH� WR�EH�DQ�DOHUW�JDWHNHHSHU��'R�
\RX�MXVW�ZDWFK�ZKDWHYHU�FRPHV�RQ�79"�'R�\RX�ZDWFK�PRYLHV�ZLWK�
RXW�ILUVW�FKHFNLQJ�WR�VHH�LI�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�LPPRUDO�LQ�VRPH�ZD\"�'R�
\RX�OLVWHQ�WR�ZKDWHYHU�PXVLF�LV�SRSXODU"�'R�\RX�KDQJ�RXW�ZLWK�MXVW�
DQ\RQH²ZLWK� QHJDWLYH� SHRSOH� ZKR� SXW� EDG� LGHDV� LQWR� \RXU� KHDG"�
:KDW�GR�\RX�ORRN�DW�DQG�UHDG�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW"�
� ,I�ZH�GR�QRW� intentionally�decide�ZKDW�ZH�ZLOO�DQG�ZLOO QRW�
DOORZ�LQWR�RXU�PLQGV²LI�RXU�ZDOOV�DUH�EURNHQ�GRZQ²WKHQ�ZH�are�
EHLQJ� LQYDGHG�E\�DWWLWXGHV� DQG� LGHDV� WKDW�ZLOO� KDUP�XV��2YHU� WLPH��
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RXU� PLQGV²our hearts²ZLOO� EH� VKDSHG� E\� VXFK� LQIOXHQFHV�� $QG�
every area� RI� RXU� OLYHV� ZLOO� EH� DIIHFWHG�� ,Q�0DWWKHZ� ������� -HVXV�
WDXJKW�WKDW�JRRG�WKLQJV�FRPH�IURP�WKH�³WUHDVXUH´�RI�D�JRRG�KHDUW²D�
KHDUW�RU�PLQG�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�FDUHIXOO\�JXDUGHG��%XW�+H�DOVR�VDLG�WKDW�
HYLO� WKLQJV�FRPH�IURP�WKH�³WUHDVXUH´�RI�D�FRUUXSW�KHDUW²D�KHDUW�RU�
PLQG�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�QHJOHFWHG�DQG�OHIW�XQJXDUGHG��
� 5HPHPEHU� WKLV��ZKDW� JRHV� LQ�will� FRPH� RXW��:KDW� NLQG� RI�
³WUHDVXUH´�GR�you�KDYH"��
� +HUH¶V�D� OLWWOH�³VFLHQFH� OHVVRQ´� WR�KHOS�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�
RXU�PLQGV�ZRUN�� ,I� \RX� WDNH�D�SLOH�RI�GLUW�DQG�SRXU�D�FXS�RI�ZDWHU�
RYHU�LW��ZKDW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ"�7KH�ZDWHU�ZLOO�UXQ�GRZQ�WKH�VLGHV��PDN�
LQJ�OLWWOH�UXWV�RU�FKDQQHOV��7KLV�LV�FDOOHG�HURVLRQ��
� 3RXU�DQRWKHU�FXS�RI�ZDWHU��:KDW�KDSSHQV"�$�IHZ�PRUH�UXWV��
ULJKW"�Keep pouring��1RWLFH�WKDW�DIWHU�D�ZKLOH�\RX¶UH�QRW�JHWWLQJ�DQ\�
QHZ�UXWV��7KH�ZDWHU�MXVW�NHHSV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�VDPH�ROG�UXWV�RU�SDWK�
ZD\V²WDNLQJ�WKH�SDWK�RI�OHDVW�UHVLVWDQFH²PDNLQJ�WKHP�GHHSHU�DQG�
GHHSHU��
� <RXU� PLQG� ZRUNV� LQ� PXFK� WKH� VDPH� ZD\�� reoccurring�
WKRXJKWV� DQG� DWWLWXGHV� PDNH� ³PHQWDO� UXWV´²DFWXDO� QHXURORJLFDO�
SDWKZD\V��7KLV�LV�XVXDOO\�D�JRRG�WKLQJ��,W¶V�KRZ�ZH�OHDUQ��UHPHPEHU�
VWXII��DQG�GHYHORS�VNLOOV²OLNH�SOD\LQJ�D�SLDQR�RU�VKRRWLQJ�KRRSV��
� %XW�LW¶V�DOVR�KRZ�EDG�KDELWV²HYHQ�addictions²DUH�IRUPHG��
:LWK�WKH�ILUVW�RFFXUUHQFH��QRW�PXFK�KDSSHQV��%XW� LI�\RX�repeat� WKH�
VDPH� WKRXJKWV�� IHHOLQJV��RU�DWWLWXGHV²HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ� WKH\�DUH�DF�
FRPSDQLHG� E\� SOHDVXUDEOH� HPRWLRQV�� DFWLRQV�� RU� VHQVDWLRQV²WKH�
QHXUR�UXWV�JHW�GHHSHU��And deeper��%HIRUH� \RX�NQRZ� LW�� \RXU�PLQG�
JHWV� VWXFN²\RXU� WKRXJKWV� JR� LQ� RQO\� RQH� GLUHFWLRQ�� IROORZLQJ� WKH�
VDPH�ZHOO�ZRUQ�SDWK��$QG� WKRVH�³WKRXJKW�SDWWHUQV´�DOZD\V� OHDG� WR�
DFWLRQV��
� 7\SLFDOO\� LW� DOO� VWDUWV� ZLWK� compromise�� 'HHS� GRZQ� \RX�
NQRZ� \RX� VKRXOGQ¶W� KDYH� FHUWDLQ� WKRXJKWV�� IHHOLQJV�� RU� DWWLWXGHV²
EXW�\RX�DOORZ�LW�DQ\ZD\��<RX�WKLQN��³-XVW�WKLV�RQFH²LW¶OO�EH�RND\�´�
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� %XW�LW�PLJKW�QRW�EH�RND\��&RPSURPLVH�LV�GDQJHURXV�EHFDXVH�
ZKDW�RIWHQ�VHHPV�VR�LQQRFHQW�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�UDUHO\�VWD\V�WKDW�ZD\��
:KDW� VHHPV� OLNH�³QR�ELJ�GHDO´�EHFRPHV�D�big�GHDO��(DFK� WLPH�\RX�
FRPSURPLVH�LW�EHFRPHV�easier and easier�WR�FKRRVH�WKH�ZURQJ�SDWK��
7KH� QHXUR�UXWV� JHW� GHHSHU�� 7HPSWDWLRQ� EHFRPHV� LUUHVLVWLEOH�� <RXU�
FRQVFLHQFH� VWDUWV� WR� JHW�numb��$QG� LQ� WLPH� LW� IHHOV� OLNH� WKH�ZURQJ�
SDWK²QRZ�SHUKDSV�DQ�DGGLFWLRQ²KDV�EHJXQ�WR�choose you.�
� 6RORPRQ� XQGHUVWRRG� WKLV� SURFHVV�� ³<RXU� VLQV�ZLOO� take you 
captive�� DQG� \RX¶OO� EH� bound� E\� WKH� FRUGV� RI� \RXU� ZURQJ�
GRLQJ�´� �3URYHUEV� ������� $QG� LW� DOO� VWDUWV� ZLWK� QRW� guarding your 
heart��
�
A matter of conscience 
�
1RW�JXDUGLQJ�\RXU�PLQG�ZLOO�GLUHFWO\� LQIOXHQFH� WKH�ZD\�\RX� WKLQN��
(YHQWXDOO\��LW�FDQ�HYHQ�VLOHQFH�WKDW�³OLWWOH�YRLFH´�LQVLGH�\RXU�KHDG²
\RX�NQRZ��WKH�RQH�WKDW�nags�\RX�ZKHQ�\RX�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�VWXSLG��,W¶V�
FDOOHG� \RXU� conscience�� ,W¶V� OLNH� D� radar�� ZDUQLQJ� \RX� WKDW� \RX¶UH�
KHDGHG�IRU�WURXEOH²DQG�LW�ZRUNV�KDQG�LQ�KDQG�ZLWK�\RXU�KHDUW��
� :KHQ� WKH�EDG�QHXUR�UXWV�JHW�GHHS�HQRXJK�� \RXU� FRQVFLHQFH�
FDQ�JURZ�VLOHQW��7KDW�³OLWWOH�YRLFH´�JHWV�TXLHW��6WXSLG�GRHVQ¶W�VHHP�
WR�ERWKHU�\RX�PXFK�DQ\PRUH��
� But you never want that to happen, especially as a teenager! 
� :KHQ�D�SHUVRQ�UHDOO\�WULHV�WR�OLYH�D�JRGO\�OLIH²GRLQJ�ZKDW�LV�
JRRG�DQG�ULJKW²WKHLU�FRQVFLHQFH�LV�clear��7KH\�KDYH�QR�UHDO�UHJUHWV��
7KHLU� FRQVFLHQFH� FDQ� WKHQ� guide� them²EHFDXVH� WKH\� OLVWHQ� WR� LW��
³7KH�PRUDO�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�XSULJKW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�JXLGH�WKHP��EXW�WKH�
GLVKRQHVW\� RI�ZURQJGRHUV�ZLOO� OHDG� WKHP� WR� UXLQ´� �3URYHUEV� �������
,QWHJULW\�PHDQV�KDYLQJ�VWURQJ�PRUDO�FRQYLFWLRQV²WKDW�³WUHDVXUH´�RI�
D�JRRG�KHDUW� -HVXV�PHQWLRQHG��$�JRRG��FOHDU�FRQVFLHQFH²one that 
still works²LV� D� ZRQGHUIXO� WKLQJ�� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� WKRVH� ZKR�
FRQWLQXH�LQ�ZURQJGRLQJ²ZKR�KDYH�dulled their conscience�VR�WKDW�
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LW�QR�ORQJHU�ZRUNV²DUH�KHDGHG�IRU�GHVWUXFWLRQ���
� $Q� LPSRUWDQW� SDVVDJH� GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� FRQVFLHQFH� LV� IRXQG�
LQ�5RPDQV� ����+HUH�� WKH� DSRVWOH�3DXO� LV� HQFRXUDJLQJ�&KULVWLDQV� WR�
DYRLG� offending RQH DQRWKHU� RYHU� SHUVRQDO� SUHIHUHQFHV� FRQFHUQLQJ�
IRRG� �YHUVHV� �������� ,W� VHHPV� WKDW� WKRVH� ZKR� ZHUH� YHJHWDULDQV�
ORRNHG� GRZQ�RQ� WKRVH�ZKR� DWH�PHDW�� DQG� YLFH� YHUVD²WKXV� WKH� RI�
IHQFHV��
� ,Q� YHUVH� ���� KH�ZULWHV�� ³<RXU� SHUVRQDO� YLHZV� LQ� WKLV�PDWWHU�
DUH�EHWZHHQ�\RX�DQG�*RG��DQG� LW¶V�JUHDW� LI�ZKDW�\RX�FKRRVH� WR�HDW�
GRHVQ¶W� FDXVH� \RX� WR� IHHO� JXLOW\�´�3DXO� LV� VD\LQJ� WKDW� some� GLHWDU\�
FKRLFHV� DUH� SHUVRQDO� DQG� DUHQ¶W� QHFHVVDULO\� D� PDWWHU� RI� ULJKW� DQG�
ZURQJ²MXVW�GRQ¶W�ORRN�GRZQ�RQ�WKRVH�ZKR�PD\�GLVDJUHH��
� ,Q�YHUVH�����KH�JHWV�WR�WKH�LVVXH�RI�conscience��³%XW�LI�ZKDW�
\RX� HDW� goes against your conscience�� \RX� KDYH� GRQH� ZURQJ²
EHFDXVH� \RX� DUH� QRW� HDWLQJ� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� \RXU� EHOLHIV� DQG� FRQYLF�
WLRQV��,QGHHG��DQ\�WLPH�\RX�JR�DJDLQVW�\RXU�FRQYLFWLRQV��\RX�VLQ�´�
� 7KLV�VWDWHPHQW²³DQ\�WLPH�\RX�JR�DJDLQVW�\RXU�FRQYLFWLRQV��
\RX� VLQ´²UHIOHFWV� D� SURIRXQG� SULQFLSOH� GHDOLQJ� ZLWK� RQH¶V� FRQ�
VFLHQFH��$QG�LW�LQYROYHV�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�\RXU�OLIH��
� +HUH¶V�ZKDW� LW�PHDQV�� ,I� \RX� HYHQ� suspect� WKDW� D� SDUWLFXODU�
EHKDYLRU�PLJKW� EH� FRQWUDU\� WR� *RG¶V� ZD\� RI� OLIH�� \RX�PXVW� DYRLG�
WKDW�EHKDYLRU��<RXU�FRQVFLHQFH�KDV�DOUHDG\�DOHUWHG�\RX�WKDW�LW�might�
EH�ZURQJ²might�EH�RXWVLGH�RI�\RXU�VHW�RI�EHOLHIV��
� %XW�\RX¶UH�QRW�VXUH²LW�might�EH�RND\��
� $QG�JXHVV�ZKDW"�,W�PLJKW�be�RND\��%XW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�\RX�KDYH�
doubts�PHDQV�\RX�PXVW�QRW�GR� LW�� ,I� \RX�FKRRVH� WKH�EHKDYLRU� DQ\�
ZD\��\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�dulled�\RXU�FRQVFLHQFH��:KHWKHU�WKH�EHKDYLRU�LW�
VHOI�LV�ULJKW�RU�ZURQJ��ignoring your conscience�LV�DOZD\V�EDG��+HUH��
WKH� sin� OLHV� LQ� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� \RX� KDYH� NQRZLQJO\� JRQH� DJDLQVW� \RXU�
FRQYLFWLRQV²WKXV� blunting your conscience�� ,Q� WKH� EDFN� RI� \RXU�
PLQG� \RX� knew it could be wrong. 7KHUH� ZDV� XQFHUWDLQW\�� GRXEW��

GOOD SENSE! 

���



FRQIOLFW²EXW�\RX�GLG�LW�DQ\ZD\��7KLV�LV�KRZ�compromising ZLWK VLQ�
EHJLQV��%XW�*RG�ZDQWV�XV�WR�GR�MXVW�WKH�RSSRVLWH²WR�WDNH�HYHQ�WKH�
possibility�RI�VLQ�VHULRXVO\��
� 7KH� 1HZ� 7HVWDPHQW� WDONV� DERXW� KDYLQJ� RQH¶V� FRQVFLHQFH�
³VHDUHG�ZLWK�D�KRW�LURQ´��,�7LPRWK\�������6RXQGV�UHDOO\�VFDU\��KXK"�
:KHQ�\RX�FRRN�D�VWHDN��\RX�TXLFNO\�sear��RU�OLJKWO\�EXUQ��WKH�RXW�
VLGH��7KLV�IRUPV�D�callous� WKDW�VHDOV�WKH�PHDW�VR�WKH�MXLFHV�DUH�KHOG�
LQVLGH��7KH�LGHD�EHKLQG�WKLV�YHUVH�LV�WKDW�D�seared�FRQVFLHQFH�LV�RQH�
WKDW�KDV�EHFRPH�calloused��hardened²RQH�WKDW�PD\�EH�EH\RQG�IHHO�
LQJ�UHPRUVH�RU�JXLOW��9HU\�GDQJHURXV��
� +RZ�GR�SHRSOH�JHW�WKLV�ZD\"�%\�FRQWLQXLQJ�LQ�D�ZURQJ�ZD\�
RI�OLIH�VR�ORQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�FRQVFLHQFH�QR�ORQJHU�ZRUNV��7KH\�EHFRPH�
QXPE�WR�JXLOW��1RWKLQJ�UHDOO\�ERWKHUV�WKHP�DQ\PRUH��7KH�QHXUR�UXWV�
KDYH�EHFRPH�VR�GHHS�WKH\�FDQ¶W�WKLQN�DQ\�RWKHU�ZD\��
� $QG�LW�DOO�VWDUWV�ZLWK�QRW�EHLQJ�GLOLJHQW�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�heart²
WKH�PLQG�� ,W¶V� \RXU�PRVW� SUL]HG� SRVVHVVLRQ�� $UH� \RX� EHJLQQLQJ� WR�
VHH�ZK\� 6RORPRQ�ZDV� VR� HPSKDWLF"�“Guard your heart above all 
else—because everything in life flows from the heart!”�
� �
Now it’s up to you… 3URYHUEV�������VD\V��³$�VRXQG�KHDUW´²a healthy 
mind and conscience²³LV� WKH� OLIH�RI� WKH�ERG\�´�6R�DERYH�DOO� HOVH��
keep your heart safe!� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
“The sparrow comes by fluttering his wings and the swallow comes 
by flying. Likewise, misfortune will not come without a cause.” 
�
�
�
�
�“Meant to be”—really? 
�
0HJDQ�KDG�EHHQ�VR�H[FLWHG�DERXW� WKH�QHZ� MRE�SURVSHFW��7KH� LQWHU�
YLHZ�ZHQW�ZHOO�� VKH� WKRXJKW�� DQG� WKH�PDQDJHU� VHHPHG� WR�EH� UHDOO\�
LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�KHU�H[SHULHQFH��%XW� WKHQ�WKH�OHWWHU�FDPH�VD\LQJ�VKH�
GLGQ¶W� JHW� WKH� MRE�� ³7KHUH� ZLOO� EH� RWKHU� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�´� KHU� PRP�
VDLG��WU\LQJ�WR�FRQVROH�KHU��³0D\EH�LW�MXVW�ZDVQ¶W meant to be�´�
� .LP� ZDV� LQ� WKH� VHYHQWK� JUDGH� ZKHQ� KHU� SDUHQWV� GLYRUFHG��
6KH�QRZ�OLYHV�ZLWK�KHU�PRP�DQG�UDUHO\�VHHV�KHU�GDG��$V�RQH�FDQ�LP�
DJLQH��KHU�ZRUOG�KDV�EHHQ�WXUQHG�XSVLGH�GRZQ��7KH�\RXWK�SDVWRU�DW�
.LP¶V� FKXUFK� KDV� WDNHQ� HYHU\� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� HQFRXUDJH� KHU�� ³:H�
GRQ¶W� XQGHUVWDQG� DOO� WKDW� KDSSHQV� LQ� OLIH�´� KH� VDLG�� ³%XW� there’s a 
reason for everything�´�
� -RKQ�DQG�0DJJLH�KDG�EHHQ�HQJDJHG�IRU�DOPRVW�D�\HDU��(YHU\�
RQH�VDLG�LW�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�³D�PDUULDJH�PDGH�LQ�KHDYHQ´²WKDW�WKH\�
ZHUH�meant� IRU�HDFK�RWKHU��%XW�ZKHQ�-RKQ�H[SUHVVHG�DQ�LQWHUHVW� LQ�
WDNLQJ� D� KLJK�OHYHO� SRVLWLRQ� LQ� DQRWKHU� FRXQWU\�� 0DJJLH� EHJDQ� WR�
KDYH� GRXEWV�� 6RRQ� WKH� ZHGGLQJ� ZDV� SRVWSRQHG�� WKHQ� ILQDOO\� FDQ�
FHOOHG��:KDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�³meant to be´"�
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� 7KHVH� WKUHH� VKRUW� VWRULHV� UHIOHFW� D� FRPPRQ�PLQGVHW� VKDUHG�
E\� PDQ\� SHRSOH�� HVSHFLDOO\� &KULVWLDQV�� ,Q� D� QXWVKHOO�� LW¶V� WKH� LGHD�
WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW� UHDOO\� LQ�control�RI�RXU� OLYHV��5DWKHU�� LW� LV�DVVXPHG�
WKDW�God� LV� LQ�FRQWURO�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ²WKDW�ZKDWHYHU�KDSSHQV��JRRG�
RU�EDG��ZDV�VLPSO\�meant to be��)RU�PDQ\��LW¶V�EHFRPH�DOO�WRR�HDV\�
WR�UDWLRQDOL]H�EDG�QHZV��RU�HYHQ�D�WUDJHG\��E\�VD\LQJ��³:HOO��there’s 
a reason for everything´�RU�³Everything happens for a reason�´�
� 7KH�GDQJHU�LQ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�WKLQNLQJ�LV�WKDW�LW�GHQLHV�SHUVRQDO�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\��:KHQ�ZH�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ�ZDV�meant to be��ZH¶UH�VD\�
LQJ�LW�ZDV�planned by God��7KH�RXWFRPH�ZDV�DOUHDG\�D�³GRQH�GHDO�´�
:H�UHDOO\�KDG�QR�UROH�WR�SOD\²H[FHSW�WR�MXVW�JR�DORQJ�IRU�WKH�ULGH��
,I� WKLV� DSSURDFK� LV� WUXH²ZKHUH� WKLQJV� WKDW�KDSSHQ� LQ�RXU� OLYHV� DUH�
meant to be²WKHQ� RXU� FKRLFHV� UHDOO\� GRQ¶W� PDWWHU�� &RQVHTXHQFHV�
DUH�SUHGHWHUPLQHG��:H¶UH� VLPSO\�SDZQV� LQ�D�ELJ�FRVPLF�JDPH�DQG�
FDQ¶W�EH�KHOG�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DQ\WKLQJ²JRRG�RU�EDG���
� ,I�ZH�H[SODLQ�PLVIRUWXQH�E\�VD\LQJ��³Everything happens for 
a reason�´�ZH¶UH�VD\LQJ�*RG�DFWXDOO\�FDXVHG�WKH�DGYHUVLW\�DQG�RQO\�
+H�NQRZV� WKH� UHDVRQ� IRU� LW��$JDLQ�� WKLV�SXWV� DOO� WKH�EODPH�RQ�*RG�
DQG� UHPRYHV� DQ\� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�we�PLJKW� KDYH� KDG� LQ� causing� WKH�
PLVIRUWXQH��
� %XW� LV� WKLV� UHDOO\� WKH�ZD\�*RG� ORRNV� DW� HYHQWV� DQG� FLUFXP�
VWDQFHV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV"�
�
Cause and effect 
�
6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³7KH�VSDUURZ�FRPHV�E\�IOXWWHULQJ�KLV�ZLQJV�DQG�WKH�
VZDOORZ�FRPHV�E\�IO\LQJ��/LNHZLVH��PLVIRUWXQH�ZLOO�QRW�FRPH�ZLWK�
RXW�D�cause´��3URYHUEV��������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ELUGV�GRQ¶W�MXVW�DSSHDU�
RXW�RI�QRZKHUH��7KH\�IO\�LQ��XVLQJ�WKHLU�ZLQJV��/LNHZLVH��EDG�WKLQJV�
GRQ¶W� MXVW�KDSSHQ��7KH\�GRQ¶W�DSSHDU�RXW�RI�QRZKHUH��7KH\�KDYH�D�
cause��
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� ,W¶V�FDOOHG�WKH�ODZ�RI�³cause�DQG�effect�´�,W¶V�DOO�DURXQG�\RX��
DQG�\RX�FDQ¶W�HVFDSH�LW��,Q�IDFW��LI�ZH�FDUHIXOO\�H[DPLQH�RXU�OLYHV�ZH�
FDQ�VHH�WKDW��PRVW�RI�WKH�WLPH��cause DQG effect�DUH�FOHDUO\�DW�ZRUN��
3UDFWLFDOO\�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�UHVXOWV�IURP�choices�
ZH�PDNH²WKDW¶V�WKH�cause��$QG�HYHU\�FDXVH�KDV�DQ�effect²D�FRQVH�
TXHQFH²JRRG�RU�EDG��
� 7KLV�LV�VLPLODU�WR�3DXO¶V�ZDUQLQJ�WR�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�RI�*DODWLD��
³'RQ¶W� EH� IRROHG� DERXW� WKLV�� EHFDXVH� *RG� ZLOO� QRW� EH� PRFNHG��
:KDWHYHU�\RX�VRZ��WKDW¶V�ZKDW�\RX¶OO�UHDS�´��*DODWLDQV�������,I�\RX�
SODQW� WXUQLSV�� \RX¶OO� JHW� WXUQLSV�� ,W¶V� D� QR�EUDLQHU�� 6R� GRQ¶W� EH� H[�
SHFWLQJ�FRUQ�� ,I� \RX�PDNH�FHUWDLQ�bad�choices� LQ� OLIH��GRQ¶W�H[SHFW�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WR�EH�D�EHG�RI�URVHV��%DG�WKLQJV�GRQ¶W�MXVW�KDSSHQ²DQG�
WKH\�ZHUHQ¶W�meant to be��7KH\�KDYH�D�cause��$QG�LW¶V�WKH�VDPH�ZLWK�
JRRG�WKLQJV��*RRG�WKLQJV�GRQ¶W�MXVW�KDSSHQ²WKH\�WRR�KDYH�D�cause��
� %XW�EH�ZDUQHG��7KH�ODZ�RI�cause�DQG�effect� W\SLFDOO\�ZRUNV�
VORZO\�DQG�GHOLEHUDWHO\��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�sin�DQG�wrong-
doing�� &RQVHTXHQFHV� DUH� VHOGRP� LPPHGLDWH��$QG� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� LQ�
SDUWLFXODU�DUH�VORZ�WR�³FRQQHFW� WKH�GRWV´�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�EDG�FKRLFHV�
DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV²EHWZHHQ�WKH�sowing�DQG�WKH�reaping��2IWHQ��E\�WKH�
WLPH�\RX�UHDOL]H�ZKDW¶V�JRLQJ�RQ��UHDO�GDPDJH�KDV�EHHQ�GRQH��%XW�DV�
1XPEHUV�������VD\V��³%H�DVVXUHG�WKDW�\RXU�VLQV�ZLOO�ILQG�\RX�RXW�´�
,W�PD\�WDNH�WLPH��EXW�\RXU�ZURQJGRLQJ�will�EULQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV��6R�
NHHS� WKLV� ROG� VD\LQJ� LQ� PLQG�� ³6LQ� JULQGV� VORZO\�� EXW� LW� DOZD\V�
JULQGV�WUXH�´�
� 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKLV�³OLYLQJ�ODZ´�RI�cause�DQG�effect�FDQ�KHOS�
\RX� PDNH� EHWWHU� GHFLVLRQV��:KHQ� \RX¶UH� IDFHG� ZLWK� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�
FKRLFH��DVN�\RXUVHOI��³,I�,�GR�$��ZKDW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ"�:KDW�ZLOO�WKH�HI�
IHFW� EH"� ,I� ,� GR�%��ZKDW�ZLOO� KDSSHQ"�:KDW�ZLOO� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV�
EH"´�6RPH�FDOO�WKLV�³SOD\LQJ�WKH�PRYLH�IRUZDUG´²ZKHUH�\RX�WU\�WR�
LPDJLQH�WKH�outcome�IRU�HDFK�SRVVLEOH�FKRLFH�RU�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ��
� <RX�PLJKW� EH� WKLQNLQJ�� ³:KDW� DERXW� DFFLGHQWV²WKLQJV� EH�
\RQG�RXU� FRQWURO"´�7UXH�� QRW� HYHU\WKLQJ� LV�ZLWKLQ�RXU� FRQWURO�� DQG�
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³WLPH�DQG�FKDQFH´�DUH�UHDO�IDFWRUV��VHH�(FFOHVLDVWHV��������%XW�WKLQN�
DERXW� WKLV��6XSSRVH� \RXU� GRJ� UXQV� RXW� LQWR� WKH� VWUHHW� DQG� JHWV� UXQ�
RYHU��<RX� FDQ� VD\�� It was meant to be.� %ODPH�*RG��<RX� FDQ� VD\��
Everything happens for a reason�� $JDLQ�� EODPH� *RG�� 2U� \RX� FDQ�
MXVW�FKDON�LW�XS�WR�³WLPH�DQG�FKDQFH�´�,W¶V�QRERG\¶V�IDXOW��
� %XW�WKH�IDFW�LV��WKHUH¶V�UHDOO\�QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�DV�DQ�³DFFLGHQW�´�
,QVWHDG��WKH�ODZ�RI�cause�DQG�effect�LV�DOZD\V�DW�ZRUN��7KHUH¶V�D�UHD�
VRQ²D� cause²ZK\� \RXU� GRJ� JRW� UXQ� RYHU��0D\EH� WKH� GULYHU�ZDV�
JRLQJ�WRR�IDVW�RU�ZDVQ¶W�ZDWFKLQJ��2U�PD\EH�\RX�VKRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
PRUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�QRW�KDYH�DOORZHG�WKH�GRJ��ZKLFK�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�
EHWWHU��WR�JR�LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW���
�
But what about God? Doesn’t He care? 
�
6R�ZKHUH� LV�*RG� LQ� DOO� RI� WKLV"� 6XUHO\� some things� DUH� ³PHDQW� WR�
EH´²ULJKW"�Absolutely! But only if you . . .��KROG�WKDW�WKRXJKW����
� ,PDJLQH� LI� HYHU\� WLPH�\RX� IHOO�GRZQ�\RX�GLGQ¶W�JHW�EUXLVHG�
RU� VFUDSHG��1R�SDLQ�DW�DOO��3UHWW\� VRRQ�� \RX¶G�VWRS�EHLQJ�FDUHIXO²
DQG�\RX¶G�JHW�DOO�FOXPV\�EHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ�IDOOLQJ�GRZQ�LV�QR�ELJ�
GHDO�� %XW� WKDW� SDLQ� LV� VXSSRVHG� WR� EH� D� consequence� WR� KHOS� \RX�
OHDUQ�WR�EH�PRUH�FDUHIXO��
� 1RZ� DSSO\� WKLV� WR� OLIH� LQ� JHQHUDO�� ,I� WKHUH� ZHUH� QHYHU� DQ\�
FRQVHTXHQFHV� IRU� \RXU� EDG� FKRLFHV�� ZKDW� ZRXOG� KDSSHQ� WR� \RX"�
:KDW� ZRXOG� KDSSHQ� LI� *RG� DOZD\V� ³HUDVHG´� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI�
\RXU� EDG� FKRLFHV"� ,� WKLQN� \RX� NQRZ�� <RX¶G� QHYHU� learn� WR� PDNH�
good�FKRLFHV��
� 5HPHPEHU� WKH�YHUVH�DERYH²God is not mocked��+H�VWDQGV�
E\�+LV�RZQ�UXOHV��$QG�LW¶V�D�UXOH²causes have effects��3HULRG��
� %XW� GRHVQ¶W�*RG� FDUH"�2I� FRXUVH�+H� GRHV�� 7KDW¶V�ZK\�+H�
ZDUQV�XV� WR�choose carefully��5HPHPEHU� WKLV�YHUVH� IURP�DQ�HDUOLHU�
FKDSWHU"�³,�KDYH�VHW�EHIRUH�\RX�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��JRRG�DQG�HYLO²now 
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choose!�<HV��choose life�� VR�\RX�PD\� OLYH�´� �'HXWHURQRP\���������
+RZ�GR�\RX�³FKRRVH�OLIH´"�%\�FKRRVLQJ�WR�follow God’s way�RI�OLIH�
DV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��
� *RG� ZDQWV� WR� EOHVV� \RX� DQG� KHOS� \RX� LQ� FRXQWOHVV� ZD\V��
/RRN�DW�WKLV�DZHVRPH�SURPLVH��³7KH�H\HV�RI�*RG�VHDUFK�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�ODQG�IRU�WKRVH�ZKRVH�KHDUWV�DUH�OR\DO�WR�+LP²DQG�+H�ZLOO�VKRZ�
+LPVHOI�VWURQJ�IRU�WKHLU�VDNH�´��,,�&KURQLFOHV��������'RHV�WKLV�DSSO\�
WR�WHHQV�WRR"�$EVROXWHO\��But only if \RX DUH�PDNLQJ�D�UHDO�HIIRUW�WR�
KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�VHULRXVO\�WU\LQJ�WR�IROORZ�+LP��
� Then� \RX� FDQ� VD\� WKDW� VRPHWKLQJ� ZDV� RU� ZDVQ¶W� meant to 
be²EHFDXVH�*RG�LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�ZLOO�DW�WLPHV�LQWHUYHQH�
WR�PDNH�WKLQJV�ZRUN�RXW�LQ�\RXU�IDYRU��6WLOO��WKH�ODZ�RI�cause�DQG�ef-
fect�LV�DOZD\V�DW�ZRUN²DQG�choices�DOZD\V�KDYH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��%XW�
LI�\RX�DUH�FORVH�WR�*RG��+H�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�PDNH�good�FKRLFHV��$QG�
HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ��ZKHQ�\RX�PHVV�XS��+H�ZLOO�HYHQ�³HUDVH´�D�FRQ�
VHTXHQFH�RU�WZR��
� %XW�PRUH� LPSRUWDQWO\��+H�ZDQWV� WR� WHDFK� \RX� KRZ� WR�PDNH�
JRRG�DQG� ULJKW� FKRLFHV²VR� WKDW� \RX�avoid� QHJDWLYH� FRQVHTXHQFHV��
+H�ZDQWV�\RX�WR�OHDUQ�WR�XVH�WKH�ODZ�RI�cause�DQG�effect�WR�\RXU�DG�
YDQWDJH²WR�KHOS�\RX�DFKLHYH�JRRG�WKLQJV�LQ�OLIH��
�
Now it’s up to you… 7KH�QH[W�WLPH�VRPHWKLQJ�KDSSHQV�WKDW�\RX¶UH�QRW�
WRR�KDSS\�DERXW��GRQ¶W�VHWWOH�IRU�D�³PHDQW�WR�EH´�DSSURDFK��,QVWHDG��
WU\�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�cause�WKDW�OHG�WR�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�RXWFRPH��)RFXV�RQ�
FDXVHV²RQ�GRLQJ�ZKDW¶V�right²DQG�JHW�WKH�HIIHFWV�\RX�ZDQW��
�
�
�
�
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�
�
“Fearing the Lord brings strong confidence.” 
�
�
�
�
�Looking for young lions 
�
/HW¶V� EH� KRQHVW�� WKH� WHHQ� \HDUV� FDQ� EH� SUHWW\� tough�� ,W� VHHPV� OLNH�
WKHUH¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�new�FRPLQJ�DW�\RX�IURP�HYHU\�GLUHFWLRQ��7KHUH¶V�
KLJK� VFKRRO� ZLWK� DOO� RI� LWV� SUHVVXUHV�� VXPPHU� MREV�� PDNLQJ� QHZ�
IULHQGV��zits��GDWLQJ��JHWWLQJ�\RXU�GULYHU¶V� OLFHQVH��7KHQ�WKHUH¶V�FRO�
OHJH�DQG� WKH�SURVSHFW�RI� OLYLQJ�DZD\� IURP�KRPH²WKH� OLVW�JRHV�RQ��
$QG�WR�WRS�LW�DOO�RII��\RX¶UH�H[SHFWHG�WR�EHJLQ�KDQGOLQJ�\RXUVHOI�like 
an adult��
� 7KH� IDFW� LV�� \RX¶UH� PRYLQJ� LQWR� WKH� UHDO� ZRUOG� SUHWW\� IDVW��
$QG�WKDW�PHDQV�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�FRPH�XS�DJDLQVW�VRPH�WRXJK�LVVXHV��
HYHQ�VRPH�FRQIOLFWV�DQG�FRQIURQWDWLRQV��$QG� LW¶V�JRLQJ� WR�EH�XS� WR�
you� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� WKH� SUREOHPV� DQG� GLIILFXOW� VLWXDWLRQV� OLIH� WKURZV�
\RXU�ZD\��1R��PRP�DQG�GDG�FDQ¶W�GR� WKLV� IRU�\RX��2I�FRXUVH�� \RX�
VKRXOG�DOZD\V� WXUQ� WR�\RXU�SDUHQWV� IRU�DGYLFH��%XW� LQ� WKH�HQG��\RX�
KDYH�WR�OHDUQ�WR�VWDQG�RQ�\RXU�own�WZR�IHHW��
� <HDK��'HILQLWHO\�VFDU\��
� 6R�ZKDW� \RX� QHHG� LV� DQ� H[WUD�ELJ� GRVH� RI� confidence�� HYHQ�
EROGQHVV�� $QG� \RX� NQRZ� ZKDW�� WKH� %LEOH� VD\V� \RX� FDQ� KDYH� MXVW�
WKDW²boldness�� %XW� DV� \RX¶OO� VHH�� LW� LVQ¶W� IUHH²LW� ZLOO� cost� \RX�
VRPHWKLQJ��
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� $V� D� \RXQJ� NLQJ�� 6RORPRQ� EROGO\� IDFHG� WKH� FKDOOHQJHV� RI�
OHDGLQJ� KLV� SHRSOH�� %XW� ZKHUH� GLG� KH� JHW� VXFK� FRQILGHQFH"� $IWHU�
\HDUV� RI� OLYLQJ�*RG¶V�ZD\�� KH� QRWHG� WKDW� ³IHDULQJ� WKH� /RUG� EULQJV�
VWURQJ�confidence´��3URYHUEV���������+H�DOVR�ZURWH�WKDW�³WKH�ULJKW�
HRXV�DUH�DV�bold�DV�\RXQJ�OLRQV´��3URYHUEV���������
� 1RW�MXVW�DQ\ERG\²WKH�righteous���
� %DFN�LQ�WKH�,QWURGXFWLRQ�ZH�WDONHG�DERXW�WKLV�fear�RI�*RG²
KRZ�LW¶V�QRW� WUHSLGDWLRQ�RU�DQ[LHW\��EXW�D�deep respect IRU�*RG�DQG�
+LV�ZD\�RI�OLIH��)HDULQJ�*RG�PHDQV�NHHSLQJ�+LP�IURQW�DQG�FHQWHU�LQ�
RXU� OLYHV� DQG� QRW� WUHDWLQJ�+LP� OLNH� D� SRFNHW�*RG��$QG�ZKDW� GRHV�
³EHLQJ�ULJKWHRXV´�ORRN�OLNH"�'HXWHURQRP\������WHOOV�XV��³,I�ZH�DUH�
FDUHIXO� WR� IROORZ�*RG¶V� WHDFKLQJV�� MXVW� DV� +H� KDV� LQVWUXFWHG� XV�� it 
will be credited to us as righteousness�´�6R�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�FRPHV�E\�
EHLQJ� LQ� D� JHQXLQH� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� *RG²D� UHODWLRQVKLS� EXLOW� RQ�
VHHNLQJ�+LP�DQG�living DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+LV�WHDFKLQJV��$QG�WKDW�PHDQV�
doing�ZKDW�LV�JRRG�DQG�ULJKW�DV�GHILQHG�E\�WKH�%LEOH��
� %XW� ZK\� GRHV� OLYLQJ� righteously� EULQJ� EROGQHVV"� :KHQ�
\RX¶UH� ³ULJKW� ZLWK� *RG´� DQG� \RX¶UH� KRQHVWO\� SXWWLQJ� +LP� ILUVW��
\RX¶OO� KDYH� D� FOHDU� FRQVFLHQFH²and� nothing should make you 
afraid��'DYLG�ZURWH��³7KH�/RUG�LV�P\�JXLGH�DQG�P\�GHOLYHUHU²ZK\�

DQ\�
RQH�PDNH�PH�DIUDLG"´� �3VDOPV��������:LWK�*RG�RQ� \RXU� VLGH�� \RX�
FDQ� boldly� IDFH� DQ\� GLIILFXOW\� RU� FKDOOHQJH� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� WKH� RXW�
FRPH�LV�LQ�+LV�FDSDEOH�KDQGV��
� (DVLHU�VDLG�WKDQ�GRQH��ULJKW"�%XW�ZLWK�WLPH²DQG�LI�\RX�SXW�
\RXU�whole heart LQWR� \RXU� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� *RG²\RX� FDQ� KDYH�
WKDW�NLQG�RI�FRQILGHQFH���
� 6RORPRQ�KDG�WKDW�NLQG�RI�FRQILGHQFH��%XW�KH�DOVR�KDG�D�JUHDW�
UROH�PRGHO²KLV�IDWKHU��'DYLG��$QG�'DYLG�KDG�DQ�extra-big�GRVH�RI�
FRQILGHQFH��
�
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Facing down giants 
�
(YHU\� WHHQDJHU�ZDQWV� WR�EH� fearless²ZDQWV� WR�VWDUH�GRZQ�GLIILFXO�
WLHV� ZLWKRXW� VR�PXFK� DV� EOLQNLQJ�� 'DYLG� GLG�� %XW� how²ZKDW� ZDV�
'DYLG¶V�VHFUHW"�
� 7KH� VFHQH� LV� VHW� LQ� ,� 6DPXHO� ����7KH� DUP\�RI� ,VUDHO�� XQGHU�
WKH� OHDGHUVKLS� RI� .LQJ� 6DXO�� ZDV� VTXDUHG� RII� DJDLQVW� WKH� PLJKW\�
3KLOLVWLQHV��DQG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ORRNHG�SUHWW\�EOHDN��,Q�IDFW��WKH�,VUDHO�
LWHV�IDFHG�D�huge�SUREOHP��$Q�LPSUHVVLYH�3KLOLVWLQH�ZDUULRU�QDPHG�
*ROLDWK²ZKR�ZDV�QHDUO\� VHYHQ� IHHW� WDOO� DQG�ZHLJKHG� LQ� DW� DURXQG�
���� SRXQGV²ZDV� WDXQWLQJ� 6DXO� DQG� WKH� ,VUDHOLWH� DUP\�� *ROLDWK�
ZDQWHG�WR�JR�RQH�RQ�RQH�ZLWK�6DXO¶V�EHVW�VROGLHU��ZLQQHU�WDNH�DOO��
� 7KH�WDXQWLQJ�ZHQW�RQ�IRU�IRUW\�GD\V��\HW�6DXO�KDG�QR�WDNHUV��
:K\"�:HOO��*ROLDWK�was� WHUULI\LQJ��%XW�HYHQ�6DXO²ZKR�ZDV�DFWX�
DOO\�TXLWH�D�ZDUULRU�KLPVHOI²KDG�lost all confidence��\RX¶OO�VHH�ZK\�
LQ�D�PRPHQW���6R�LW¶V�QR�ZRQGHU�WKDW�KLV�ZKROH�DUP\�ZDV�SDUDO\]HG�
ZLWK�IHDU��
� (QWHU�'DYLG�� DQ�XQLPSUHVVLYH� WHHQDJH� VKHSKHUG��'DYLG�ZDV�
YLVLWLQJ� WKH� EDWWOHILHOG� WR� EULQJ� IRRG� WR�KLV�ROGHU� EURWKHUV�ZKHQ�KH�
KHDUG�*ROLDWK� ORXGO\�GHI\LQJ� WKH�*RG�RI� ,VUDHO��'DYLG�ZDV�QR�VRO�
GLHU��EXW�KH�LPPHGLDWHO\�YROXQWHHUHG�WR�JR�XS�DJDLQVW�*ROLDWK��<RX�
VHH��XQOLNH�6DXO��'DYLG�ZDV�filled with confidence��
� :KDW�PDGH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH"�:K\�ZDV�'DYLG��a mere teen��VR�
EROG"�5HDG�RQ��
� :KHQ�*ROLDWK� VDZ�'DYLG�� KH�PRFNHG� KLP� DQG� FXUVHG� KLP��
%XW�'DYLG�DQVZHUHG��³7RGD\�*RG�ZLOO�GHOLYHU�\RX�LQWR�P\�KDQG�� ,�
ZLOO� VWULNH� \RX� GRZQ� DQG� WDNH� \RXU� KHDG����� 7KHQ� HYHU\RQH� ZLOO�
NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�UHDOO\�LV�D�*RG�LQ�,VUDHO��$QG�,VUDHO¶V�DUP\�ZLOO�VHH�
WKDW� *RG� GRHVQ¶W� QHHG� VZRUGV� RU� VSHDUV� WR� EULQJ� GHOLYHUDQFH²IRU�
the battle is the Lord’s�� DQG� +H� ZLOO� JLYH� \RX�� *ROLDWK�� LQWR� RXU�
KDQGV�´�
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� 'DYLG� FDPH� DJDLQVW� *ROLDWK� ZLWK� RQO\� D� VOLQJ� DQG� D� IHZ�
VWRQHV²DQG�WKH�ILUVW�VKRW�TXLFNO\�IRXQG�LWV�GHDGO\�PDUN�RQ�WKH�JL�
DQW¶V�IRUHKHDG��'DYLG�ZDV�KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�VOLQJ��EXW�KH�NQHZ�
God�ZRXOG�JLYH�KLP�WKH�YLFWRU\²MXVW�DV�+H�KDG�GRQH�ZKHQ�'DYLG�
IRXQG� LW� QHFHVVDU\� WR� SURWHFW� KLV� IDPLO\¶V� VKHHS� IURP�ZLOG� EHDVWV��
David knew God would fight his battles��
� <RX� VHH�� 'DYLG� ZDV� FDOOHG� D� ³PDQ� DIWHU� *RG¶V� RZQ�
KHDUW´� �$FWV� ������²EHFDXVH� KH� SXW�pleasing God� DERYH� DOO� HOVH��
$QG�that�ZDV�WKH�VHFUHW�WR�'DYLG¶V�FRQILGHQFH��+H�NQHZ�KH�ZDV�LQ�D�
ULJKW� UHODWLRQVKLS� ZLWK� *RG²NQHZ� KH� ZDV� JHQXLQHO\� IROORZLQJ�
*RG¶V�ZD\�RI� OLIH��$�JXLOW\�FRQVFLHQFH�PDNHV�RQH� WLPLG��GRXEWIXO��
IHDUIXO��%XW�'DYLG¶V�FRQVFLHQFH�ZDV�FOHDU²DQG�LW�JDYH�KLP�H[FHS�
WLRQDO�boldness��
� 'DYLG�ZDV�D�\RXQJ�OLRQ��%ROG��)HDUOHVV��Righteous��
� %XW�ZKDW�DERXW�6DXO"�+H�ZDV�QR�VHFRQG�UDWH�ZDUULRU��DQG�KH�
ZDV�DOVR�TXLWH�WDOO²VR�ZK\�ZDV�he�VR�DIUDLG�RI�*ROLDWK"�6HHPV�WKDW�
6DXO�KDG� OHW�KLV� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG� IDOO�E\� WKH�ZD\VLGH�� ,Q� IDFW��
KH�KDG�EHHQ�RSHQO\�disobedient� WRZDUG�*RG��DQG�WKDW�GLVREHGLHQFH�
separated�KLP�IURP�*RG��Saul knew God was no longer with him��
'RXEW�DQG�JXLOW�GRPLQDWHG�KLV�PLQG��DQG�WKDW�JUHZ�LQWR�debilitating 
fear²IHDU�WKDW�VRRQ�VSUHDG�WR�KLV�DUP\��
� 'DYLG�VDZ� WKDW� WKH�PHQ�RI� ,VUDHO�ZHUH�DIUDLG�� WKDW� WKH\�KDG�
ORVW� WKHLU� IDLWK� LQ� *RG�� +H� VDZ� WKDW� WKH� *RG� RI� ,VUDHO� ZDV� EHLQJ�
PRFNHG�� 6R�� RXW� RI� ORYH� DQG� UHVSHFW� IRU� ERWK�*RG� DQG� KLV� QDWLRQ��
'DYLG�UHDFWHG²ZLWK�EROGQHVV��$QG�'DYLG�KDG�FRPSOHWH�FRQILGHQFH�
WKDW�*RG�ZRXOG�JLYH�KLP�WKH�YLFWRU\�RYHU�*ROLDWK��
� 'DYLG¶V� FRQILGHQFH� ZDV� QRW� LQ� KLPVHOI�� it was in God�� +H�
NQHZ� WKDW�KH�KDG�DQ�RQJRLQJ�� JHQXLQH� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��$QG�
WKDW�PHDQW�his�EDWWOHV�EHFDPH�God’s�EDWWOHV��
�
�
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God will fight for you! 
�
:KHQ� WKH� PRPHQW� FDPH�� 'DYLG� UDQ� VWUDLJKW� DW� *ROLDWK� ZLWK� WRWDO�
FRQILGHQFH��$QG�\RX�FDQ�IDFH�\RXU�JLDQWV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��<RXU�EDW�
WOHV�FDQ�EHFRPH�God’s�EDWWOHV��*RG�ZLOO�HYHQ�PDNH�\RXU�HQHPLHV�EH�
DW�SHDFH�ZLWK�\RX²LI�\RXU�ZD\V�please Him��3URYHUEV��������
� $V�PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU�� WKLV�EROGQHVV�ZLOO�FRVW�\RX��7KH�SULFH�
LV�WKH�time�DQG�KHDUWIHOW�effort�LW�WDNHV�WR�WUXO\�PDNH�*RG�WKH�FHQWHU�
RI�\RXU�OLIH��7KLV�LV�WKH�NH\²D�UHDO��RQJRLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��
$QG�UHPHPEHU��*RG�ZLOO�not�EH�D�SRFNHW�*RG��
� ,I�\RX¶UH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�put God first� LQ�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�WUXVW�+LP��
+H�ZLOO�ILJKW�IRU�\RX�MXVW�OLNH�KH�IRXJKW�IRU�'DYLG��*RG�ZDQWV�XV�WR�
VHW�DVLGH�RXU�GRXEW�DQG�IHDU�DQG�EROGO\�IDFH�RXU�JLDQWV��NQRZLQJ�+H�
LV�ULJKW�DW�RXU�VLGH��,I�ZH�DUH�FORVH�WR�+LP��LI�ZH�REH\�+LP�DQG�SXW�
RXU� FRQILGHQFH� LQ�+LP�� WKHUH�ZLOO� EH� QR� SODFH� IRU� GRXEW� DQG� IHDU��
$QG�*ROLDWKV�ZLOO�IDOO��
�
Now it’s up to you… 3URYHUEV������VD\V��³+H�ZKR�ZDONV�ZLWK�LQWHJULW\�
ZDONV�ZLWK� confidence�´� 6R� EH� FORVH� WR�*RG��%H� LQ� WKH� right�� WKHQ�
VWDQG�\RXU�JURXQG��0HHW�ZKDW¶V�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX�ZLWKRXW�ZDYHULQJ�RU�
KDYLQJ�GRXEW��$QG�OHW�God�JLYH�\RX�WKH�YLFWRU\��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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12 
�
�
“Those with good sense will listen to others and learn; 
and those with discernment will look for good advice.” 
�
�
�
�
�You got this—right? 
�
0RVW�WHHQDJHUV�WDFNOH�OLIH�ZLWK�D�VRUW�RI�“I got this”�DSSURDFK��$QG�
ZKLOH�WKDW¶V�QRW�EDG��LW¶V�QRW�DOZD\V�VR�JRRG��+DYLQJ�FRQILGHQFH�DQG�
EHOLHYLQJ� LQ� \RXUVHOI� LV� JUHDW²LI� \RX� UHDOO\�do� NQRZ�ZKDW� \RX¶UH�
GRLQJ�� %XW� ZKDW� WHHQDJHU� ZDQWV� WR� DGPLW� WKDW� KH� RU� VKH� UHDOO\�
doesn’t�KDYH� WKHLU�DFW� WRJHWKHU"�:KDW� WHHQDJHU�ZDQWV� WR�DGPLW� WKDW�
WKH\�need help²HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�KHOS�RI�D�JURZQXS"�
� ,W¶V� MXVW�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��DQG�DGXOWV�FDQ�EH� MXVW�DV�EDG��:KHQ�
ZH¶UH�GHDG�VXUH�DERXW�ZKDW�ZH¶UH�GRLQJ��ZH�JHW�EXOOKHDGHG��“I got 
this.” %XW� WKHQ�ZH� UXQ� LQWR� WURXEOH��DQG�VXGGHQO\�ZH¶UH�³DOO� HDUV�´�
:H�ZDQW�KHOS��DGYLFH��LQSXW��GLUHFWLRQ��WHFK�VXSSRUW²ZKDWHYHU�\RX�
ZDQW�WR�FDOO�LW���
� 3URYHUEV� W\SLFDOO\� XVHV� WKH� ZRUG� counsel�� $QG� IURP� 6ROR�
PRQ¶V�SHUVSHFWLYH��JHWWLQJ�VRPH�JRRG�FRXQVHO�LV�WKH�first� WKLQJ�\RX�
ZDQW�WR�GR²QRW�WKH�ODVW��<RX�QR�GRXEW�KDYH�³JXLGDQFH�FRXQVHORUV´�
DW�VFKRRO��VR�\RX�VKRXOG�EH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK� WKH� LGHD�RI�JHWWLQJ�TXDOL�
ILHG� DGYLFH� before� \RX�PDNH� LPSRUWDQW� GHFLVLRQV�� 6RORPRQ�ZURWH��
³:LWKRXW�FRXQVHO�\RX¶UH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDLO��EXW�SOHQW\�RI�JRRG�DG�
YLFH�JXDUDQWHHV�VXFFHVV´��3URYHUEV���������+H�DGGV�WKLV��³3ODQV�JR�
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DZU\�ZLWKRXW�JRRG�FRXQVHO��EXW�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�FRPHV�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�
JRRG�DGYLFH´��3URYHUEV���������
� /HDUQLQJ� WR� OHDQ�RQ� WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�RWKHUV� LV�
DOO�SDUW�RI�JURZLQJ�XS��6R�ZK\�SUHWHQG�WR�EH�D�³NQRZ�LW�DOO´"�<RX¶OO�
RQO\�HQG�XS�OHDUQLQJ�WKLQJV�WKH�KDUG�ZD\��7KH�HDV\�ZD\�LV�WR�DVN�IRU�
KHOS�� ³7KRVH� ZLWK� JRRG� VHQVH� ZLOO� OLVWHQ� WR� RWKHUV� DQG� OHDUQ�� DQG�
WKRVH�ZLWK�GLVFHUQPHQW�ZLOO�look for good advice´��3URYHUEV�������
� 6RPH� FDOO� LW�mentoring�� $�PHQWRU� LV� VRPHRQH� \RX� ORRN� WR�
UHJXODUO\� IRU�DGYLFH��GLUHFWLRQ��JXLGDQFH�� ,W¶V� OLNH� WKH\¶UH�³RQ�FDOO´�
MXVW�IRU�\RX��6RUU\��EXW�\RXU�SHHUV�GRQ¶W�XVXDOO\�PDNH�JRRG�PHQWRUV��
EHFDXVH�WKH\�WRR�DUH�VWLOO�WU\LQJ�WR�ILJXUH�RXW�WKRVH�FUD]\�WHHQ�\HDUV��
%XW�D� IULHQG�ZLWK�XQXVXDOO\�good sense²DEVROXWHO\��³*RRG�DGYLFH�
IURP�D�GLVFHUQLQJ�IULHQG�LV�OLNH�WKH�VZHHWQHVV�RI�H[SHQVLYH�RLQWPHQW�
DQG�WKH�DURPD�RI�H[RWLF�LQFHQVH´��3URYHUEV��������
� 6WLOO�� D�PHQWRU� VKRXOG�SUREDEO\�EH� DQ� DGXOW²VRPHRQH�ZLWK�
H[SHULHQFH�� JRGO\� ZLVGRP�� DQG� WKH� DELOLW\� WR� UHODWH� ZHOO� WR� \RXQJ�
SHRSOH�� Someone with outstanding judgment�� %XW� \RX� GRQ¶W� ZDQW�
MXVW�RQH²\RX�UHDOO\�QHHG�D�network�RI�PHQWRUV���
� *RRG�PHQWRUV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DPRQJ�\RXU� WHDFKHUV�DW�VFKRRO��
$QG� \RX¶OO� GHILQLWHO\� ZDQW� WR� LQFOXGH� \RXU� FKXUFK� SDVWRU� RU� RWKHU�
FKXUFK� OHDGHUV��$Q�ROGHU� EURWKHU� RU� VLVWHU� FRXOG� DOVR�PDNH� D� JUHDW�
PHQWRU²DV�ZRXOG�D�JUDQGSDUHQW��RU�DQ\�WUXVWHG�IULHQG�RI�WKH�IDPLO\���
� %XW�ILUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��LW�VKRXOG�EH�\RXU�parents��
�
The best mentors—your parents 
�
<RX¶UH� OLNHO\� WKLQNLQJ��³My� SDUHQWV"�5HDOO\"´�<HV�� UHDOO\��1R�RQH�
NQRZV�\RX�EHWWHU��DQG�QR�RQH�ORYHV�\RX�PRUH��*UDQWHG��WKH\¶UH�QRW�
SHUIHFW��%XW�LI�\RX¶OO�JLYH�WKHP�D�FKDQFH��\RX�MXVW�PLJKW�GLVFRYHU�D�
VRXUFH�RI�ZLVGRP�\RX�QHYHU�NQHZ�ZDV�WKHUH��
� $V�OLWWOH�NLGV��ZH�ORRN�XS�WR�RXU�SDUHQWV��:H�SUDFWLFDOO\�JLYH�
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WKHP�VXSHUKHUR�VWDWXV²WKH\�FDQ�GR�DQ\WKLQJ��DQG�WKH\�know�every-
thing��%XW�DV�WLPH�JRHV�RQ��ZH�EHJLQ�WR�UHDOL]H�WKH\¶UH�QRW�VR�SHUIHFW�
DIWHU�DOO��$QG�DV� WHHQDJHUV��ZH�PD\� WKLQN� WKH\¶UH�SUHWW\�FOXHOHVV²
DQG� HYHQ� FRPH� WR� GHVSLVH� HYHU\WKLQJ� WKH\� VD\�� %XW� WUXVW� PH�� \RX�
ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�FRPH�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�PRVWO\�ULJKW�DOO�DORQJ²
DQG� WKDW� WKH\� DOZD\V�KDG� WKH�EHVW� RI� LQWHQWLRQV��$QG�ZKHQ� WKH\¶UH�
JRQH��\RX�ZLOO�VRUHO\�PLVV�WKHLU�DGYLFH��
� /RRN�KRZ�WKLQJV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�IRU�\RXU�SDUHQWV��:KHQ�\RX�
ZHUH�OLWWOH��WKH\�ZHUH�FOHDUO\�LQ�FKDUJH��%XW�QRZ�WKDW�\RX¶UH�D�WHHQ��
WKLQJV� DUH� GLIIHUHQW�� <HV�� WKH\¶UH� VWLOO� LQ� FKDUJH�� EXW� WKH\� KDYH�
PRYHG�IURP�EHLQJ�boss�WR�EHLQJ�counselor��IURP�EHLQJ�LQ�FRQWURO�WR�
JLYLQJ�DGYLFH��7KLQN�DERXW�KRZ�KDUG�WKLV�LV�IRU�WKHP��
� 7KH�VLQJOH�smartest�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�GR�IRU�\RXUVHOI�LV�WR�OLVWHQ�
WR� WKHP²really listen�� 7KH\� SUREDEO\� NQRZ� \RX� EHWWHU� WKDQ� \RX�
NQRZ�\RXUVHOI��$QG�QR�RQH�FDUHV�PRUH�DERXW�\RX��
� 6RORPRQ�HVVHQWLDOO\�ZURWH�WKH�%RRN�RI�3URYHUEV�IRU�his�WHHQ�
DJHUV��6R�DV�\RX�UHDG�LW��WKLQN�RI�LW�DV�FRPLQJ�IURP�your�SDUHQWV��)RU�
H[DPSOH�� KH�ZURWH�� ³6RQ�� OLVWHQ� FDUHIXOO\� WR�P\� DGYLFH�� DQG� QHYHU�
IRUJHW�ZKDW� \RXU�PRWKHU�KDV� WDXJKW� \RX��/HW�RXU� FRXQVHO�EH� OLNH� D�
FURZQ� RI� IDYRU� XSRQ� \RXU� KHDG�� OLNH� JROGHQ� FKDLQV� DGRUQLQJ� \RXU�
QHFN«��
� ³'LOLJHQWO\�IROORZ�P\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�UHPHPEHU�\RXU�PRWK�
HU¶V� WHDFKLQJV�� .HHS� WKHP� XSSHUPRVW� LQ� \RXU� KHDUW� DQG� PLQG²LI�
QHFHVVDU\��WLH�WKHP�DURXQG�\RXU�QHFN�DV�D�UHPLQGHU��7KH\�ZLOO�OHDG�
\RX�DV�\RX�FRPH�DQG�JR��DQG�HYHQ�SURWHFW�\RX�ZKLOH�\RX�VOHHS��$QG�
DV�HDFK�QHZ�GD\�EHJLQV�� WKH\�ZLOO� VRIWO\� VSHDN� WR�\RX�� ,QGHHG��RXU�
LQVWUXFWLRQV�DUH�OLNH�D�ODPS�IRU�\RXU�SDWK�DQG�RXU�WHDFKLQJV�DUH�WKHUH�
WR�JLYH�\RX�OLJKW��(YHQ�RXU�FRUUHFWLRQ�LV�IRU�\RXU�JRRG²WR�NHHS�\RX�
LQ�WKH�ULJKW�ZD\�RI�OLIH�´��3URYHUEV������������������
� $�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�JRRG�VHQVH�OLVWHQV�WR�KLV�RU�KHU�SDUHQWV��
PHDVXULQJ�WKHLU�DGYLFH�DJDLQVW�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�%LEOH��7KLV�LV�DOO�
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ID�
WKHU�DQG�PRWKHU²VR�WKDW�\RX�PD\�HQMR\�D�ORQJ�OLIH�LQ�WKH�ODQG�*RG�
KDV�JLYHQ�WR�XV´��([RGXV���������6RORPRQ�DGGV�WKLV��³&KLOGUHQ�ZLWK�
JRRG�VHQVH�PDNH�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�KDSS\��EXW�IRROLVK�FKLOGUHQ�KROG�WKHP�
LQ�FRQWHPSW´��3URYHUEV���������
� +RQRULQJ�\RXU�SDUHQWV�LQFOXGHV�OHDQLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�ZLVGRP��%XW�
PDQ\�WHHQDJHUV�VD\��³<RX�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�KDUG�LW�LV�IRU�PH�WR�WDON�
WR�P\� SDUHQWV�´�:H�do� NQRZ�� EHFDXVH�ZH¶YH� EHHQ� WKHUH��:H� DOVR�
NQRZ�LW¶V�ZRUWK�WKH�HIIRUW��<RXU�PRP�DQG�GDG�PLJKW�QRW�EH�WKH�HDVL�
HVW�SDUHQWV�WR�WDON�WR��EXW�SOHDVH�GRQ¶W�OHW�LW�EH�EHFDXVH�you�IDLOHG�WR�
JLYH� LW� \RXU� EHVW� HIIRUW�� <RX� QHHG� WR� ZRUN� KDUG� WR� HVWDEOLVK� JRRG�
OLQHV� RI� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� ZLWK� WKHP�� 7U\� DVNLQJ� WKHLU� RSLQLRQ� RU�
WKRXJKWV�RQ�VRPHWKLQJ��1RW�RQO\�ZLOO�\RX�EH�VXUSULVHG�DW�WKH�YDOXH�
RI�WKHLU�LQSXW��EXW�WKH\¶OO�EH�EORZQ�DZD\�WKDW�\RX�DFWXDOO\�DVNHG��
�
The ultimate mentor 
�
2EYLRXVO\�� LI� \RXU� SDUHQWV� UHDOO\� DUHQ¶W� XS� WR� WKH� WDVN�� WKHQ� \RX¶OO�
QHHG�WR�ILQG�DQRWKHU�WUXVWHG�DGXOW�DV�\RXU�SULPDU\�PHQWRU��%XW�NHHS�
this� LQ�PLQG��:H�VKRXOG�ORRN�DW�6RORPRQ¶V�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�KLV�FKLO�
GUHQ�DV�DFWXDOO\�EHLQJ�from God to us.�5HPHPEHU�ZKDW�ZH�OHDUQHG�
IURP� 3URYHUEV� �����²³'RQ¶W� WKLQN� \RX¶YH� JRW� LW� DOO� ILJXUHG� RXW��
/RRN�WR�*RG�LQVWHDG��relying on Him in everything��,QFOXGH�+LP�LQ�
HYHU\�SDUW�RI�\RXU�OLIH²WKHQ�+H�ZLOO�VKRZ�\RX�WKH�ZD\�´�
� :KHQ�\RX�LQYROYH�*RG�LQ�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�\RXU�OLIH��\RX�JHW�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�PHQWRU��$QG�WKH�%RRN�RI�3URYHUEV²ZULWWHQ�HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�
\RXQJ�SHRSOH²LV�VRPH�RI�*RG¶V�EHVW�PHQWRULQJ��
�
Now it’s up to you… ³$�WKRXJKWOHVV�SHUVRQ�LQVLVWV�WKDW�KLV�ZD\�LV�ULJKW��
EXW� WKRVH� ZLWK� good sense� ORRN� ILUVW� IRU� VRXQG� DGYLFH´� �3URYHUEV�
��������6R��\RX�JRW�WKLV²right?�

You got this—right? 
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�
�
“Blessings from God bring prosperity—with no added sorrow!” 
�
�
�
�
�Fun today—fun tomorrow! 
�
Susie almost pulled it off. She had led her parents to believe she was 
at the movies with her best friend, but she actually went to a party 
with some much older teens and young adults. Sure, there was some 
drinking—but the music was great, and Susie was having a blast. 
Until somebody called the police… 
�
� (YHU\�WHHQDJHU�ZDQWV�WR�KDYH�IXQ²DQG�ORWV�RI�LW��,W�PLJKW�EH�
D�KREE\��SOD\LQJ�RU�ZDWFKLQJ�VSRUWV��FDPSLQJ��ILVKLQJ��JRLQJ�VKRS�
SLQJ�� VXUILQJ� WKH� ,QWHUQHW�� JRLQJ� WR� SDUWLHV²\RX� QDPH� LW�� $QG�
WKHUH¶V�DEVROXWHO\�QRWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�GRLQJ�WKH�WKLQJV�\RX�HQMR\��
� %XW�QRW�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW¶V�IXQ�LV�good�IRU�\RX��DQG�QRW�HYHU\�
WKLQJ�WKDW¶V�IXQ�LV�right�LQ�*RG¶V�H\HV��/LNH�SUHPDULWDO�VH[��ORRNLQJ�
DW�SRUQRJUDSK\��RU�H[SHULPHQWLQJ�ZLWK�GUXJV�RU�DOFRKRO��/LNH�EXOO\�
LQJ�VRPHERG\�RU�VSUHDGLQJ�JRVVLS�DERXW�SHRSOH�\RX�GRQ¶W�OLNH��/LNH�
FKHDWLQJ�RQ�D�WHVW�RU�O\LQJ�WR�\RXU�SDUHQWV�WR�JHW�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW��,¶P�
VXUH�\RX�FDQ�DGG�WR�WKLV�OLVW��
� *UDQWHG�� VXFK� WKLQJV� PLJKW� EH� ³IXQ´� IRU� WKH� PRPHQW�� EXW�
sin²ZKLFK�LV�OLYLQJ�FRQWUDU\�WR�*RG¶V�ZD\�RI�OLIH�DV�GHILQHG�LQ�WKH�
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%LEOH²DOZD\V�KDV�FRQVHTXHQFHV��Always��
� )RU�6XVLH��KHU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�SDUHQWV�ZRXOG�QHYHU�EH�
WKH�VDPH�� ,W�ZRXOG� WDNH�KHU�\HDUV� WR� UHJDLQ� WKHLU� WUXVW��$QG�ORRN�DW�
WKH�GDPDJH�VKH¶G�GRQH�WR�KHU�UHSXWDWLRQ�DW�VFKRRO��
� 6R�ZKDW¶V� IXQ� WRGD\�PLJKW�not� EH� IXQ� WRPRUURZ²QRW�RQFH�
WKH� UHJUHW� VHWV� LQ��$QG� LW� GHILQLWHO\�ZRQ¶W� EH� IXQ� LI� VRPHERG\�JHWV�
KXUW��$QG�WKH�WUXWK�LV��VRPHERG\�always�JHWV�KXUW��DW�OHDVW�HPRWLRQ�
DOO\�DQG�VSLULWXDOO\��
�
God’s idea of fun 
�
/HW¶V�JHW�WKLV�VWUDLJKW��*RG�LV�QRW�DJDLQVW�\RX�KDYLQJ�IXQ��+H�LQYHQW�
HG�IXQ��%XW�+H�ZDQWV�\RX� WR�KDYH�IXQ�His�ZD\��6R�KRZ�GRHV�*RG�
GHILQH�IXQ"�,W¶V�VLPSOH��,W¶V�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW¶V�IXQ�WRGD\²DQG�still�fun�
tomorrow��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��HYHQ�WKH�memory�RI�LW�EULQJV�HQMR\PHQW��
:K\"�%HFDXVH�LW¶V�WKH�NLQG�RI�IXQ�WKDW�KDV�QR�SHQDOW\��There are no 
regrets—no guilt, no sorrow.�
� 6RORPRQ�ZURWH��³%OHVVLQJV�IURP�*RG�EULQJ�SURVSHULW\²ZLWK�
no added sorrow!´� �3URYHUEV� �������� 7KH� LGHD� KHUH� LV� WKDW� ZKHQ�
VRPHWKLQJ� FRPHV� from God�� WKHUH� LV� QR� GRZQVLGH��:H� FDQ� DSSO\�
WKLV�WR�KDYLQJ�IXQ��,I�WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�GR�IRU�IXQ�DUH�within�God’s laws��
ZH�FDQ�EH�VXUH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�FRQVHTXHQFHV²QR�UHJUHWV��7KH\¶UH�
OLNH�EOHVVLQJV� IURP�*RG²WKH\�PDNH�XV�KDSS\� WRGD\��with no sor-
row�tomorrow��
� 6XVLH�WKRXJKW�JHWWLQJ�DZD\�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�IRUELGGHQ�ZRXOG�
EH�IXQ��6KH�QHYHU�WKRXJKW�DERXW�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RU�JHWWLQJ�FDXJKW��,W¶V�
MXVW�SDUW�RI�³KXPDQ�QDWXUH�´�2EVHUYLQJ�WKLV�KXPDQ�WHQGHQF\��6ROR�
PRQ�RQFH�QRWHG� WKDW�³VWROHQ�ZDWHU� LV�GHOLJKWIXO��DQG�SLOIHUHG�EUHDG�
HDWHQ� VHFUHWO\� LV� HVSHFLDOO\� GHOLFLRXV´� �3URYHUEV� ������� 2I� FRXUVH��
6RORPRQ�ZDVQ¶W� UHDOO\� WDONLQJ�DERXW�EUHDG�DQG�ZDWHU²KH�ZDV� ILJ�
XUDWLYHO\� UHIHUULQJ� WR� LOOLFLW� VH[� GRQH� LQ� VHFUHW�� %XW� WKH� SULQFLSOH�

Fun today—fun tomoorw! 
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FRXOG�EH�DSSOLHG� WR�DQ\� IRUELGGHQ� WKLQJ�RQH�PLJKW�FKRRVH� WR�GR²
thinking no one sees��
� ([FHSW�QRWKLQJ�LV�UHDOO\�GRQH�LQ�VHFUHW��*RG�VHHV�everything��
5HPHPEHU� 3URYHUEV� ����"� ³(YHU\WKLQJ� \RX� GR� LV� ULJKW� EHIRUH� WKH�
H\HV�RI�*RG��IRU�+H�SRQGHUV�DOO�RI�RXU�SDWKV�´�
� $QG� ZKDW� ZLOO� *RG� GR"�:HOO�� WKDW� GHSHQGV� RQ� KRZ� PXFK�
FRUUHFWLRQ� RQH� UHDOO\� QHHGV�� 6RPHWLPHV� WKH� consequences� RI� RXU�
PLVWDNHV� DUH� HQRXJK� WR� VHW� XV� EDFN� RQ� WKH� ULJKW� SDWK��%XW� DW� RWKHU�
WLPHV��*RG�PDQ\�QHHG�WR�WDNH�FRUUHFWLYH�VWHSV��3URYHUEV�����������
� -XVW�UHPHPEHU��WKH�law�RI�³VRZLQJ�DQG�UHDSLQJ´�LV�DOZD\V�DW�
ZRUN��6R�LI�\RX¶UH�KDYLQJ�WKH�ZURQJ�NLQG�RI�³IXQ�´�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�
UHDS�VRPH�QRW�VR�IXQ�FRQVHTXHQFHV��It’s automatic.�
� $QG� GRQ¶W� HYHQ� WU\� WR� FODLP� \RX� ³GLGQ¶W� NQRZ� EHWWHU´²
EHFDXVH�\RXU�conscience�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�DZD\��6RORPRQ�ZURWH�DERXW�
WKLV� WRR�� ³,I� \RX� VD\�� µ/RRN�� ,� GLGQ¶W� NQRZ�¶²GRHVQ¶W� +H� ZKR�
VHDUFKHV�\RXU�KHDUW�NQRZ�EHWWHU"�:RQ¶W�+H�ZKR�ZDWFKHV�RYHU�\RXU�
OLIH�VHH�WKURXJK�\RXU�GHFHSWLRQ"�$QG�ZLOO�+H�QRW�UHSD\�\RX�DFFRUG�
LQJ�WR�\RXU�ZRUNV"´��3URYHUEV���������
� -XVW�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�
D�OLWWOH fun!�
�
No regrets, please! 
�
5HJUHWV�IDOO�LQWR�WZR�FDWHJRULHV²WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�UHJUHW�not doing�DQG�
WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�UHJUHW�doing��,W�DOO�ERLOV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�choices�ZH�PDNH��
$QG�VDGO\��PRVW�RI�WKH�WLPH�WKHUH�LV�QR�ZD\�WR�JR�EDFN�DQG�PDNH�D�
GLIIHUHQW�FKRLFH��
� +DQJLQJ� RXW� ZLWK� WKH� ZURQJ� FURZG�� H[SHULPHQWLQJ� ZLWK�
GUXJV� RU� DOFRKRO�� JHWWLQJ� LQYROYHG� LQ� SUHPDULWDO� VH[²WKHVH� DUH� DOO�
VHULRXV�LVVXHV�WKDW�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�HYHU\ZKHUH�IDFH��$QG�\RX�KDYH�WR�
PDNH�choices�RQ�WKHVH� LVVXHV��<RX�DOVR�KDYH� WR�PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�RQ�

GOOD SENSE! 
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HYHU\GD\�WKLQJV�OLNH�GULYLQJ�WRR�IDVW��EXOO\LQJ�VRPHRQH��FKHDWLQJ�RQ�
H[DPV��QRW�JLYLQJ�\RXU�ERVV�DQ�KRQHVW�GD\¶V�ZRUN��RU�ZDWFKLQJ�VWXII�
RQ�79�WKDW�\RX�NQRZ�LV�ZURQJ��
� 7KH� VLPSOH� IDFW� LV�� OLYLQJ� FRQWUDU\� WR� *RG¶V� ZD\� RI� OLIH�
FRPHV�ZLWK� inescapable consequences��<HV��*RG�ZLOO� IRUJLYH� \RX��
%XW�VRPH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�FDQ�VWLOO�IROORZ�\RX�WKURXJKRXW�OLIH���
� 7KLV� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\� WUXH� LQ� DUHDV� VXFK� VH[� DQG� GUXJ� DEXVH��
$GGLFWLRQ� WR�GUXJV�FDQ� OHDG� WR�D� OLIHORQJ�VWUXJJOH��+DQJLQJ�DURXQG�
ZLWK�WKH�ZURQJ�FURZG�PLJKW�JHW�\RX�D�FULPLQDO�UHFRUG��$QG�H[SHUL�
PHQWLQJ�ZLWK�VH[�FDQ�OHDG�WR�DQ�XQZDQWHG�SUHJQDQF\�RU�D�VH[XDOO\�
WUDQVPLWWHG� GLVHDVH²DQG� ZLOO� GHILQLWHO\� FRPSURPLVH� \RXU� IXWXUH�
PDUULDJH��
� &RPSOLFDWLQJ�DOO�RI� WKLV� LV� WKH�IDFW� WKDW� WKH�³UHDS�ZKDW�\RX�
VRZ´� ODZ� VRPHWLPHV� appears� WR� KDYH� EHHQ� VXVSHQGHG�� <RX� GR�
VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�NQRZ�LV�ZURQJ��EXW�QRWKLQJ�KDSSHQV��<RX�³JRW�DZD\�
ZLWK� LW�´� ,Q� IDFW�� WKLV� PD\� DFWXDOO\� VHHP� UDWKHU� URXWLQH²DQG� \RX�
PD\�FRPH�WR�WKLQN�RI�\RXUVHOI�DV�³XQWRXFKDEOH�´�
� 7KLV� LV� EHFDXVH� WKH� ODZ�RI�cause� DQG�effect� W\SLFDOO\�ZRUNV�
VORZO\�DQG�GHOLEHUDWHO\��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�VLQ�DQG�ZURQJ�
GRLQJ��&RQVHTXHQFHV� DUH� VHOGRP� LPPHGLDWH��$QG� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� LQ�
SDUWLFXODU�DUH�VORZ�WR�³FRQQHFW� WKH�GRWV´�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�EDG�FKRLFHV�
DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV²EHWZHHQ�WKH�sowing�DQG�WKH�reaping���
� 6RPHWLPHV� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI� VLQ� DUH� LPPHGLDWHO\� WDQJL�
EOH��FKDQJLQJ�\RXU�GDLO\�OLIH��%XW�VRPHWLPHV�\RX�GLJ�\RXUVHOI�LQWR�D�
GHHS��GDUN�KROH²DQG�WKHQ�VWDUW�WR�UHDOL]H�ZKDW¶V�KDSSHQLQJ��%\�WKDW�
WLPH��XQIRUWXQDWHO\�� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� DUH�GUDVWLF� HQRXJK� WR� IXQGD�
PHQWDOO\�DIIHFW�WKH�UHVW�RI�\RXU�OLIH��
� 7KH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI� VLQ� DUH� QHYHU� UHDOO\� PLQLPDO�� $W� WKH�
YHU\� OHDVW�� \RX¶YH� GXOOHG� \RXU� FRQVFLHQFH� DQG� KLQGHUHG� \RXU� UHOD�
WLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��VHH� ,VDLDK��������2EHGLHQFH� WR�*RG�VWUHQJWKHQV�
\RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�+LP��DQG�EULQJV�+LV�EOHVVLQJV�DQG�IDYRU���%XW�

Fun today—fun tomoorw! 
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GLVREHGLHQFH� FUHDWHV� D� VHQVH�RI�GLVWDQFH� DQG� ORVV�� JULHI� DQG� UHJUHW��
Always��
� ,I�\RX�ILQG�\RXUVHOI�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�VXFK�UHJUHWV��UHPHPEHU�WKDW�
*RG�LV�ORYLQJ�DQG�PHUFLIXO²DQG�+H�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�IRUJLYH�
\RX�DQG�KHOS�\RX�UHJDLQ�\RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�+LP��%XW�\RX�KDYH�
WR�SXW�+LP�first��DQG�JHQXLQHO\�VHHN�+LP�ZLWK�DOO�\RXU�KHDUW��
�
Have fun! 
�
:H�DOO�ORRN�EDFN�DQG�VHH�WKLQJV�ZH�ZLVK�ZH¶G�GRQH�GLIIHUHQWO\��,W¶V�
SDUW� RI� EHLQJ� KXPDQ��:H�PDNH�PLVWDNHV�� VR�ZH� KDYH� UHJUHWV�� %XW�
*RG�ZDQWV�XV�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�RXU�PLVWDNHV�DQG�EHFRPH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�
PDNH�ZLVH�FKRLFHV²LQFOXGLQJ�how we have fun.�
� *RG� GRHVQ¶W� ZDQW� DQ\RQH� WR� VXIIHU� UHJUHW� IURP� ZURQJ� RU�
SRRU�FKRLFHV��+H�ZDQWV�XV� WR�OLYH�OLIH� WR� WKH�IXOO²DQG�to have fun.�
5HPHPEHU� 'HXWHURQRP\� �����"�*RG� VD\V� +H� VHWV� EHIRUH� XV� ³OLIH�
DQG�GHDWK��JRRG�DQG�HYLO´²DQG�FRPPDQGV�XV�WR�choose life.�7KDW¶V�
ZK\�+H�JDYH�XV�JXLGHOLQHV� LQ� WKH�%LEOH� WKDW�GHVFULEH�D�way of life�
WKDW�SURGXFHV�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�SHDFH�RI�PLQG��
� &RQWUDU\�WR�ZKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�WKLQN��*RG¶V�ODZV�DQG�LQVWUXF�
WLRQV�DUH�WKHUH�WR�SURWHFW�XV��QRW�SUHYHQW�XV�IURP�KDYLQJ�D�JRRG�WLPH��
7KH\�WHDFK�XV�KRZ�WR�OLYH²DQG�KRZ�WR�KDYH�IXQ�without regrets!��
�
Now it’s up to you… 7KH�FKRLFHV�\RX�PDNH�WRGD\�DV�D�WHHQDJHU�ZLOO�GH�
WHUPLQH�WKH�NLQG�RI�DGXOW�\RX�EHFRPH��So�have fun!�%XW�UHPHPEHU��
ZKDW� VRPH� WHHQV� WKLQN� LV� IXQ�PLJKW� QRW� EH� IXQ� WRPRUURZ��$OZD\V�
DVN��³:LOO�WKLV�still�EH�IXQ�ZKHQ�,�ORRN�EDFN�RQ�LW"´�
�
�

GOOD SENSE! 
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�
�
“Those who show compassion to the poor or needy are happy!” 
�
�
�
�
�Nothing—and everything! 
�
WIIFM��1R��WKDW¶V�QRW�WKH�FDOO�OHWWHUV�WR�D�SRSXODU�)0�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ��
%XW� \RX¶UH� D� WHHQDJHU�� VR� \RX� DOUHDG\� NQRZ� WKDW� LW� DFWXDOO\� VWDQGV�
IRU� ³:KDW¶V� ,Q� ,W� )RU� 0H"´²D� SRSXODU� H[SUHVVLRQ� VRPHWLPHV�
WH[WHG��WZHHWHG��RU�VSRNHQ�E\�WHHQV�DQG�\RXQJ�DGXOWV��
� :KLOH� WKH� ³:KDW¶V� ,Q� ,W� )RU� 0H"´� FDWFKSKUDVH� PD\� KDYH�
VWDUWHG� LQQRFHQWO\� HQRXJK�� LW� XQIRUWXQDWHO\� UHSUHVHQWV� D� JURZLQJ�
WUHQG�LQ�WRGD\¶V�FXOWXUH²narcissism�� �,W¶V�RND\�LI�\RX�QHHG�WR�VWRS�
UHDGLQJ�DQG�JR�ORRN�WKDW�XS���,Q�IDFW��SV\FKRORJLVWV�DUH�QRZ�ZDUQLQJ�
WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�HSLGHPLF�RI�QDUFLVVLVWLF�WKLQNLQJ�LQ�$PHULFD²a�pre-
occupation with the self��1HHG�HYLGHQFH"�/RRN�QR� IXUWKHU� WKDQ� WKH�
SKHQRPHQRQ�RI�)DFHERRN�� WKH� FRPSXOVLYH� VWDWXV�XSGDWHV�� WKH� HQG�
OHVV�SRVWLQJ�RI�selfies��WKH�REVHVVLRQ�ZLWK�KRZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�\RX�FDQ�
³IULHQG�´�
� %XW� WKLV� ³DOO� DERXW�PH´� DWWLWXGH� LVQ¶W� UHDOO\� QHZ�� ,W¶V� EHHQ�
DURXQG�VLQFH�$GDP��DQG� LW¶V�QRZ�FHQWUDO� WR�³KXPDQ�QDWXUH�´�$W� LWV�
EDVLF�OHYHO�LW�FDQ�EHVW�EH�H[SODLQHG�DV�D�get�ZD\�RI�OLIH²RQH�WKDW�IR�
FXVHV�RQ�WKH�self²DV�RSSRVHG�WR�D�give�ZD\�RI� OLIH� WKDW�IRFXVHV�RQ�
RWKHUV��$QG�IRU�PRVW�RI�XV��LW¶V�D�VWUXJJOH�WR�OHDUQ�WR�WUXO\�give²RI�
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RXU� WLPH�� RXU� HQHUJ\�� RXU� UHVRXUFHV²ZLWK� DEVROXWHO\� QRWKLQJ� H[�
SHFWHG�LQ�UHWXUQ��
�
Beware of the evil eye 
�
7KH�³:KDW¶V�,Q�,W�)RU�0H"´�PLQGVHW�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�might�EH�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�GRQDWH�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�WLPH�RU�UHVRXUFHV�WR�KHOS�VRPHRQH�RU�
VRPH�FDXVH²EXW�only�LI�WKHUH¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�LW�IRU�them��7KH�%LEOH�
GHVFULEHV�VXFK�D�SHUVRQ�DV�RQH�ZKR�KDV�DQ�evil eye�� �7KLV� LV�QRW� WR�
EH� FRQIXVHG�ZLWK� WKH� ORRN� \RXU� dad� JLYHV� \RX�ZKHQ� \RX� JHW� LQWR�
WURXEOH���7KH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�LQ�+HEUHZ��D�UDWKHU�JUDSK�
LF� ODQJXDJH�� ,Q�+HEUHZ�� KDYLQJ� DQ� evil eye� LV� ILJXUDWLYH� IRU� EHLQJ�
VWLQJ\��JUHHG\²IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHOI��$SSDUHQWO\�� WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�LV�
WKDW�ZKHQ�RQH�KDV�D�ODFN�RI�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU�KLV�RU�KHU�QHLJKERU��KH�
RU�VKH�LV�ORRNLQJ�RQ�WKDW�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�DQ�³HYLO�H\H�´�
� 7KURXJK� 0RVHV�� *RG� LQVWUXFWHG� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� ,VUDHO� WR� EH�
JHQHURXV�WR�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG��³,I� WKHUH�DUH�DQ\�SRRU�DPRQJ�\RX�LQ�WKH�
ODQG� WKDW� *RG� KDV� JLYHQ� WR� \RX�� \RX� PXVW� QRW� EH� KDUGKHDUWHG� RU�
WLJKWILVWHG� WRZDUG� WKHP²EXW� \RX� PXVW� open your hand wide� DQG�
JLYH� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKHLU�QHHGV��%H�FDUHIXO�«� WKDW� \RX�GR�QRW� DOORZ 
your eye to be evil against your brother��VR�WKDW�\RX�JLYH�KLP�QRWK�
LQJ��DQG�LW�EHFRPHV�D�VLQ�WR�\RX´��'HXWHURQRP\����������-HVXV�DOVR�
ZDUQHG�DERXW�KDYLQJ�DQ�³HYLO�H\H´��0DUN��������DQG�6RORPRQ�QRWHG�
WKDW� WKRVH�ZKR� DUH� IRFXVHG� RQ� JHWWLQJ� ULFK� W\SLFDOO\� ³KDYH� DQ� HYLO�
H\H´��3URYHUEV���������
� ,Q�IDFW��6RORPRQ�KDG�D�ORW�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKH�give way²DERXW�
KHOSLQJ� RWKHUV�� +H� ZURWH�� ³'RQ¶W� KROG� EDFN� IURP� GRLQJ� JRRG� IRU�
WKRVH�LQ�QHHG�ZKHQ�\RX�KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�KHOS��'RQ¶W�VD\��µ,¶OO�KHOS�
\RX�DQRWKHU�WLPH�¶²ZKHQ�\RX�FDQ�GR�LW�WRGD\´��3URYHUEV�����������
+H�DOVR�VKRZV�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�QHYHU�out-give�*RG�� ,W¶V�DOO�SDUW�RI� WKH�
SULQFLSOH�RI�³FDXVH�DQG�HIIHFW´�WKDW�ZH�ORRNHG�DW�HDUOLHU��+HUH¶V�KRZ�

GOOD SENSE! 
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6RORPRQ� GHVFULEHV� LW�� ³7KHUH� DUH� WKRVH� ZKR� JLYH� IUHHO\� WR� RWKHUV��
\HW�WKH\�SURVSHU��DQG�WKHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VWLQJ\�DQG�KROG�EDFN��
EXW�LW�RQO\�OHDGV�WR�SRYHUW\��,QGHHG��WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�JHQHURXV�ZLOO�EH�
EOHVVHG��DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDWHU�ZLOO�WKHPVHOYHV�EH�ZDWHUHG´��3URYHUEV�
�����������+HUH¶V�DQRWKHU��³+DYLQJ�FRPSDVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�SRRU�LV�DFWX�
DOO\�JLYLQJ�WR�*RG²DQG�He�ZLOO�UHSD\�\RX´��3URYHUEV���������
� *RG�VHHV�everything²DQG�+H�EOHVVHV�DFFRUGLQJO\��<RX�ZLOO�
LQJO\�JLYH��KHOS��VHUYH²\RX�DUH�EOHVVHG��%XW�LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ�evil eye��
\RX�ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�EH�FXUVHG���
� ,W�DOO�ERLOV�GRZQ�WR�compassion�RU�indifference²RQ�ZKHWKHU�
ZH�care�DERXW� WKH�QHHGV�RI�RWKHUV��7RGD\�� LW� VHHPV� OLNH�SHRSOH�DUH�
JURZLQJ�ZHDU\�RI�ORRNLQJ�RXW�IRU�WKHLU�QHLJKERUV��7KH�VXIIHULQJV�RI�
WKRVH� DURXQG� XV²IULHQGV�� FRZRUNHUV�� RU� HYHQ� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV²
VHHP�WR�FDXVH�XV�OLWWOH�FRQFHUQ�� ,QGHHG�� WKH�%LEOH�ZDUQV� WKDW�DV�ZH�
DSSURDFK�WKH�WLPH�RI�-HVXV¶�UHWXUQ��SHRSOH�ZLOO�EH�SULPDULO\�³ORYHUV�
RI�WKHPVHOYHV´��VHH�,,�7LPRWK\���������7KLV�JRHV�DJDLQVW�RQH�RI�WKH�
WZR�JUHDW� ODZV�� ORYH� WRZDUG�*RG��DQG� love toward neighbor� �0DUN�
��������
�
What’s really in it for you? 
�
:H¶YH� VHHQ�ZKDW�6RORPRQ�KDG� WR� VD\� DERXW� D�giving DWWLWXGH�� DQG�
-HVXV� WDXJKW� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� D� ³JUHDWHU�EOHVVLQJ� LQ�JLYLQJ� WKDQ� LQ�JHW�
WLQJ´��$FWV���������%XW�ZKDW�GRHV�WKLV�UHDOO\�PHDQ"�,V� LW�D�SURPLVH�
RI�PDWHULDO�EOHVVLQJV²RU�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�IDU�JUHDWHU�YDOXH"�:KHQ�\RX�
do�JLYH�DQG�KHOS�RWKHUV��ZKDW¶V�LQ�LW�IRU�\RX²really?�
� 1RWKLQJ��$QG�everything!�
� ,Q�WKH�SK\VLFDO��PDWHULDO�VHQVH��\RX�H[SHFW�nothing�LQ�UHWXUQ��
7KDW¶V�WKH�ZD\�LW�VKRXOG�EH��VHH�/XNH������������%XW�LQ�WKH�VSLULWXDO�
VHQVH²everything! $FFRUGLQJ� WR� 6RORPRQ�� WKHUH¶V� DQ� immediate�
EHQHILW� WR� JLYLQJ�� ³%HLQJ� NLQG� DQG� KHOSIXO� WR� RWKHUV� ZLOO� DFWXDOO\�

Nothing—and everything! 
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nourish your own wellbeing��EXW�EHLQJ�XQNLQG�ZLOO�VXUHO\�KDUP�\RXU�
KHDOWK´��3URYHUEV���������+H�DOVR�ZURWH��³7KRVH�ZKR�KDYH�FRPSDV�
VLRQ�RQ�WKH�SRRU�DQG�QHHG\�DUH�happy´��3URYHUEV���������
� 1R� GRXEW� DERXW� LW�� 3UDFWLFLQJ� WKH� give way� KHOSV� \RX� IHHO�
JRRG� DERXW� \RXUVHOI²EXW� QRW� LQ� D� YDLQ� ³ORRN�ZKDW�,�GLG´� NLQG� RI�
ZD\��$QG�ZKHQ�ZH�JLYH�WR�RWKHUV��*RG�ZLOO�DOZD\V�PDNH�XS�WKH�GLI�
IHUHQFH²SOXV�VRPH��Really²\RX�FDQ¶W�RXW�JLYH�*RG��
� %XW� WKHUH¶V� DQ� HYHQ� JUHDWHU� EOHVVLQJ� IRU� WKRVH� ZKR� JODGO\�
SUDFWLFH� WKH� give way� RI� OLIH�� -HVXV� VSRNH� RI� WKLV� LQ� 0DWWKHZ� ���
³'RQ¶W�VWRUH�XS�ZRUOGO\�WUHDVXUHV��7KH\�RQO\�JHW�HDWHQ�E\�PRWKV�RU�
UXVW� DZD\²RU� WKH\� JHW� VWROHQ�� %XW� VWRUH� XS� WUHDVXUHV� LQ� KHDYHQ²
WUHDVXUHV� WKDW� FDQ� QHYHU� EH� GHVWUR\HG� RU� VWROHQ��%HFDXVH�ZKHUHYHU�
\RXU� WUHDVXUH� LV²RQ� HDUWK� RU� LQ� KHDYHQ²WKDW¶V� ZKHUH� \RXU� KHDUW�
ZLOO�EH´��YHUVHV���������
� )RFXVLQJ� RQ�ZRUOGO\� WUHDVXUHV²SK\VLFDO��PDWHULDO� WKLQJV²
RQO\� PDNHV� XV� VHOI�FHQWHUHG�� 5HDO� WUHDVXUH²WKH� NLQG� WKDW� FRPHV�
IURP�giving�DQG�serving�others²SOHDVHV�*RG�DQG�VKRZV�+LP�ZKHUH�
RXU�KHDUW�UHDOO\�LV��$QG�+H�ZRQ¶W�IRUJHW�LW��HLWKHU���
� 2XU�WUHDVXUHV�VSHDN�ORXGO\�RI�ZKR�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�DUH��DQG�EH�
LQJ�D�giving�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�SURGXFH�WUHDVXUHV�WKDW�ZLOO�ODVW�forever��
�
Now it’s up to you… $V�D�WHHQDJHU��\RX�KDYH�ORDGV�RI�HQHUJ\�DQG�HQWKX�
VLDVP��3XW�WKDW�WR�ZRUN�VHUYLQJ�DQG�KHOSLQJ�RWKHUV��$QG�UHPHPEHU��
SUDFWLFLQJ�WKH�give way�ZLOO�SD\�RII�now²DQG�forever��
�
�
�
�
�
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15 
�
�
“Doing what is good and right is more acceptable to the Lord 
than performing animal sacrifices.” 
�
�
�
�
�Paper—or plastic? 
�
1R� RQH� OLNHV� imitation� ZKLSSHG� FUHDP� RQ� WKHLU� VWUDZEHUU\� VKRUW�
FDNH�� ,W¶V� MXVW� QRW� ULJKW�� <RX�ZDQW� WKH� UHDO� WKLQJ²PDGH� IURP� UHDO�
PLON�IURP�UHDO�FRZV��$QG�ZKR�UHDOO\�ZDQWV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�faux�OHDWKHU�
MDFNHWV"�-XVW�IRUN�RXW�WKH�PRQH\�IRU�WKH�UHDO�WKLQJ��
� ,W¶V� WKH� VDPH� ZLWK� SHRSOH�� <RX� ZDQW� WR� EH� DURXQG� SHRSOH�
ZKR�DUH�JHQXLQH��authentic²QRW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�pretends�WR�EH�VRPH�
WKLQJ�WKH\¶UH�QRW��(VSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�UHOLJLRQ��,I�VRPHRQH�
FODLPV�WR�EH�D�&KULVWLDQ��\RX�H[SHFW�WKHP�WR�live�OLNH�RQH��5LJKW"�
� %XW�what� exactly�PDNHV� D� SHUVRQ� D� UHDO� &KULVWLDQ"�'R� \RX�
NQRZ"�&DQ� \RX� WHOO� WKH� GLIIHUHQFH� EHWZHHQ� VRPHRQH�ZKR� DFWXDOO\�
lives�*RG¶V�ZD\�DQG�VRPHRQH�ZKR�RQO\�FODLPV�WR"�
� 7KLV�LV�D�WRXJK�RQH��IRU�VXUH��$QG�ZH�KDYH�WR�EH�FDUHIXO�KHUH�
VR�ZH�GRQ¶W�JHW�LQWR�MXGJLQJ�SHRSOH²EHFDXVH�WKDW¶V�*RG¶V�MRE��%XW�
ZH�DUH� WR�discern�EHWZHHQ� ULJKW�DQG�ZURQJ��$QG�DV�-HVXV� VDLG��ZH�
DUH� WR� UHFRJQL]H� WKLQJV� for what they truly are²³NQRZ� WKHP� E\�
WKHLU� IUXLWV´� �VHH�0DWWKHZ�����������:H�ZDQW� WR� DYRLG�EHLQJ� MXGJ�
PHQWDO�� EXW� ZH� GRQ¶W� ZDQW� WR� JR� WKURXJK� OLIH� ZLWK� blinders� RQ��
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�2ND\�� D� OLWWOH� KHOS� KHUH�� ,Q� WKH� ROG� GD\V�� EOLQGHUV� ZHUH� ZRUQ� E\�
KRUVHV� RU�PXOHV� WR� NHHS� WKHP� IURP� VHHLQJ� WR� WKH� VLGH� RU� UHDU²VR�
WKH\�ZRXOGQ¶W�JHW�GLVWUDFWHG�DQG�YHHU�RII�FRXUVH��$�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ILJ�
XUDWLYHO\�³ZHDUV�EOLQGHUV´�KDV�D�poor grasp on reality����
� %DFN�LQ�DQFLHQW�,VUDHO��UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�ODUJHO\�EDVHG�RQ�RXWZDUG�
H[SUHVVLRQ��,W�ZDV�W\SLFDOO\�³IRUP�without�VXEVWDQFH´²PHDQLQJ�ULW�
XDOV�ZHUH� SHUIRUPHG� DQG� FXVWRPV�ZHUH� REVHUYHG� �form��ZLWK� OLWWOH�
FRQFHUQ�IRU�ZKDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�D�SHUVRQ¶V�KHDUW�DQG�PLQG�
�substance��� 7KH� SHRSOH� ORRNHG� DQG� VRXQGHG� UHOLJLRXV� �form��� UH�
JDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�WKH\�DFWXDOO\�OLYHG��substance���
� 6RORPRQ� FRXOG� VHH� WKLV²DQG� KH� NQHZ� ZKDW� *RG� really�
ZDQWHG�� ³'RLQJ�ZKDW� LV� good� DQG� right� LV� PRUH� DFFHSWDEOH� WR� WKH�
/RUG� WKDQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�DQLPDO� VDFULILFHV´� �3URYHUEV��������6RORPRQ�
ZDV�VD\LQJ� WKDW�*RG�ZDQWV�D�real� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�XV²RQH� WKDW� LV�
EDVHG�RQ�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�+LV�way of life�DV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��
1RW� D� UHODWLRQVKLS� EXLOW� RQ� RXWZDUG� ULWXDOV��1RW� RQH� EDVHG� RQ� ³OLS�
VHUYLFH�´�1RW�RQH�WKDW�ILWV�LQ�ZLWK�³&KULVWLDQ´�SRS�FXOWXUH���
�
Wanted: form with substance 
�
� 6DGO\��D� ORW�RI�ZKDW�JRHV�E\�WKH�QDPH�Christian� LVQ¶W�UHDOO\�
&KULVWLDQ�� ,Q� IDFW�� LW¶V� DOO� WRR� HDV\� WR� look� OLNH� D�&KULVWLDQ�ZLWKRXW�
DFWXDOO\� living� OLNH� D�&KULVWLDQ�� ,W¶V� HDV\� WR� say� DOO� WKH� ULJKW� WKLQJV�
DQG�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�DOO�WKH�ULJKW�SURJUDPV��%XW�GRHV�that�UHDOO\�PDNH�
VRPHRQH�D�&KULVWLDQ"�
� $� &KULVWLDQ� LV� RQH� ZKR� follows� &KULVW²LPLWDWHV� KRZ� +H�
OLYHG��$QG�-HVXV�ZDUQHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�FODLP�
WR� IROORZ� +LP�� EXW� ZHUH� DFWXDOO\� SKRQLHV�� +H� VDLG�� ³-XVW� EHFDXVH�
\RX�say�,�DP�\RXU�/RUG²FDOOLQJ�RXW��µ/RUG��/RUG¶²GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�
\RX�ZLOO�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ��%XW�WKRVH�ZKR�DFWXDOO\�do�WKH�
WKLQJV� *RG� GHVLUHV�� they� ZLOO� HQWHU� WKH� NLQJGRP´� �0DWWKHZ� �������
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7KLV�LV�VLPLODU�WR�-HVXV¶�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�/XNH�����²³:K\�GR�\RX�FDOO�
PH�µ/RUG¶�EXW�LJQRUH�ZKDW�,�KDYH�WDXJKW�\RX"´�
� -HVXV� FOHDUO\� GHEXQNHG� UHOLJLRXV� ³OLS� VHUYLFH�´� 6R� VD\LQJ�
&KULVWLDQ�VRXQGLQJ� WKLQJV� ZLOO� JHW� \RX� QRZKHUH�� %XW� doing� ZKDW�
*RG�VD\V²WKDW¶V�ZKDW�PDWWHUV��-HVXV�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�HYHQ�WKRVH�
ZKR�SHUIRUP�VHHPLQJO\�ZRQGHUIXO�ZRUNV�LQ�+LV�QDPH�PD\�VWLOO�IDOO�
VKRUW²LI� WKH\� DUH� living contrary� WR� *RG¶V� LQVWUXFWLRQV� �0DWWKHZ�
����������
� )ROORZLQJ�*RG�LV�DOO�DERXW�OLYLQJ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�+LV�WHDFKLQJV��
+LV� VWDQGDUGV�� ,W¶V� WKH� WKLQJV� \RX�do�ZKHQ�QR�RQH¶V�ZDWFKLQJ�� ,W¶V�
WKH� WKLQJV� \RX� do� ZKHQ� \RX� UHDOO\� GRQ¶W� ZDQW� WR²EHFDXVH� \RX�
NQRZ� LW¶V� ULJKW�� ,W¶V� FKRRVLQJ� WR�not� EH� D� SDUW� RI� WKLV�ZRUOG�� HYHQ�
ZKHQ�LW�KXUWV²EHFDXVH�\RXU�KRSH�LV�LQ�*RG¶V�FRPLQJ�NLQJGRP��
� 7KH�DSRVWOH�-RKQ�GHVFULEHV�ZKDW�LW¶V�OLNH�WR�EH�disconnected�
IURP� WKLV�ZRUOG�� ³7KRVH�ZKR�EHORQJ� WR� WKLV�ZRUOG�� WKLV� VRFLHW\�� ILW�
ULJKW�LQ²EHFDXVH�WKH�ZRUOG�QDWXUDOO\�ORYHV�LWV�RZQ��%XW�\RX�DUH�not�
of this world��WKLV�FXOWXUH²EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�be separate�
IURP� WKLV� ZRUOG�� $QG� WKLV� LV� ZK\� WKH� ZRUOG²WKLV� VRFLHW\²ORRNV�
GRZQ�RQ�\RX�´��-RKQ���������
� 'RHV� WKLV� GHVFULEH� WKH� &KULVWLDQV� \RX� NQRZ"� 2U� GR� WKH\�
VHHP�WR�MXVW�³ILW�ULJKW�LQ´"�
� ,I�\RX¶UH�DFWXDOO\�WU\LQJ�WR�imitate�Jesus��\RX¶OO�KDYH�OLWWOH�LQ�
FRPPRQ�ZLWK�WKLV�VRFLHW\��ZLWK�SRSXODU�FXOWXUH��$QG�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�UH�
IOHFWHG� LQ� DOPRVW� everything you do²WKH�ZD\� \RX� WDON�� GUHVV�� DQG�
GULYH��WKH�NLQG�RI�PXVLF�DQG�PRYLHV�\RX�HQMR\��ZKDW�\RX�ORRN�DW�RQ�
WKH�,QWHUQHW��,W�ZLOO�LQYROYH�WKH�ZD\�\RX�UHODWH�WR�RWKHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�
\RXU�SDUHQWV����WKH�ZD\�\RX�KDQGOH�\RXU�ILQDQFHV��KRZ�ZHOO�\RX�GR�
\RXU�MRE�RU�VFKRROZRUN²DQG�so much more��$QG�\RXU�PRUDO�VWDQG�
DUGV�ZLOO�EH�DEVROXWHO\�unlike�WKRVH�RI�WKLV�VRFLHW\���And so the world 
won’t like you! 
� $�ORW�RI�UHVHDUFK�DERXW�FKXUFKJRHUV�KDV�EHHQ�FRQGXFWHG�RYHU�
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WKH�SDVW� IHZ�\HDUV�E\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�%DUQD�*URXS²DQG�
WKH\¶YH� WXUQHG� XS� VRPH� DODUPLQJ� IDFWV� DERXW�PRGHUQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��
7KH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKDW��ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�PRUDOLW\��WKHUH�LV�YLUWXDOO\�
no difference� EHWZHHQ�SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQV� DQG�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�� ,Q�
RWKHU�ZRUGV��VR�FDOOHG�&KULVWLDQV�WRGD\�DUH�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�just as likely�
DV�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�WR�KDYH�VH[�RXWVLGH�RI�PDUULDJH��RYHUXVH�DOFRKRO��
WDNH� LOOHJDO� GUXJV�� YLHZ� ,QWHUQHW� SRUQRJUDSK\�� OLH� RQ� MRE� DSSOLFD�
WLRQV��FKHDW�RQ�H[DPV��HWF��0RUHRYHU��DERUWLRQ�DQG�GLYRUFH�UDWHV�DUH�
DOPRVW�WKH�VDPH�IRU�&KULVWLDQV�DV�IRU�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV���
� 7KLV� PHDQV� WKDW� PDQ\� FKXUFKJRHUV²ZKLOH� WKH\� look� DQG�
sound� OLNH� &KULVWLDQV²VWLOO� belong� WR� WKLV�ZRUOG�� WKLV� VRFLHW\�� %XW�
WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�should�be�OLNH�QLJKW�DQG�GD\��
� 7KH�IDFW�LV��WRR�PDQ\�³&KULVWLDQV´�ILW�LQ�QLFHO\�ZLWK�SRSXODU�
FXOWXUH��7KH\�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�VWDQG�RXW�DV�GLIIHUHQW²WKH\�ZDQW�WR�ILW�
LQ�DQG�EH�DFFHSWHG��%XW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�WKH�LGHD�RI�EHLQJ�separate 
IURP�WKLV�ZRUOG²RI�QRW�EHLQJ�³FRQIRUPHG´�WR�modern�culture� �VHH�
5RPDQV������"�
�
Get real! 
�
:KHQ� ,� ZDV� NLG�� \RX� EURXJKW� JURFHULHV� KRPH� LQ� paper� EDJV��:H�
VDYHG� WKH� EDJV� IRU� SDFNLQJ� OXQFKHV�� SLFNLQJ� SHDV�� DUWV� DQG� FUDIWV�
SURMHFWV�� PDNLQJ� FRVWXPHV�� \RX� QDPH� LW�� 7KHQ� FDPH� plastic²DQG�
IRU�D�ZKLOH�WKH\�ZRXOG�DVN�\RX�DW�WKH�FKHFNRXW��³3DSHU�RU�SODVWLF"´�
� 3DSHU� ZDV� XVHIXO�� SUDFWLFDO²the real thing�� 3ODVWLF�� QRW� VR�
PXFK��5HOLJLRQ¶V�WKH�VDPH�ZD\��,W¶V�HLWKHU�UHDO²RU�LW¶V�MXVW�SODVWLF��
� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� PDQ\� FKXUFKJRHUV� WRGD\� DUH� VRUW� RI� plastic��
7KH\�VKRZ�XS�HYHU\�ZHHNHQG��WKHLU�KDUGO\�XVHG�%LEOHV�LQ�KDQG��DQG�
FDWFK� XS� RQ� WKH� ODWHVW� ZLWK� WKHLU� IULHQGV�� 7KH\� say� DOO� WKH� ULJKW�
WKLQJV²FODLPLQJ� WKDW� -HVXV� LV� WKHLU�Lord�� HYHQ�SUDLVLQJ�+LV�QDPH��
7KH\�JHW�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�ODWHVW�IXQGUDLVHU�RU�RXWUHDFK�SURMHFW��7KH\�
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sound�OLNH�D�&KULVWLDQ��DQG�WKH\�look�OLNH�D�&KULVWLDQ��%XW�ZKHQ�WKH\�
OHDYH�FKXUFK��WKH\�blend�ULJKW�EDFN�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��
� <RX� VHH�� XQOHVV� \RX� DFWXDOO\� do� WKH� WKLQJV� -HVXV� WDXJKW²
XQOHVV�\RX�WUXO\� live�\RXU�OLIH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�%LEOH²\RX¶UH�IRRO�
LQJ�\RXUVHOI��<RX¶YH�JRW�WKH�form��EXW�FRPH�XS�VKRUW�RQ�substance��
� 'DYLG� DOVR� ZURWH� DERXW� real religion�� 7DONLQJ� WR� *RG�� KH�
VDLG��³<RX¶UH�QRW�UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DQLPDO�VDFULILFHV²RU�,�ZRXOG�
EULQJ� RQH�� <RX¶UH� QRW� GHOLJKWHG� E\� EXUQW� RIIHULQJV� DW� DOO�´� 7KHQ��
VSHDNLQJ�WR�us��KH�DGGHG��³7KH�VDFULILFH�*RG�UHDOO\�ZDQWV�LV�D�bro-
ken spirit�DQG�D�yielded heart²WKDW¶V�ZKDW�+H�ZLOO�DFFHSW�´��3VDOPV�
�����������
� $� broken spirit� DQG� D� yielded heart�� 7KHVH� ZRUGV� GHVFULEH�
VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�SXW�*RG�ILUVW�� WR�REH\�+LP�LQ�HYHU\�
ZD\�SRVVLEOH��WR�JHQXLQHO\�IROORZ�WKH�%LEOH��
� /RQJ�EHIRUH�'DYLG�DQG�6RORPRQ��WKH�SURSKHW�6DPXHO�ZURWH��
³'RHV�*RG�GHOLJKW� LQ�EXUQ�RIIHULQJV� DQG� VDFULILFHV� DV�PXFK�DV�+H�
GHOLJKWV� LQ�REHGLHQFH� WR�+LV� LQVWUXFWLRQV"�1R²obedience is better�
WKDQ� DQLPDO� VDFULILFHV�� DQG� listening to God is better WKDQ� EXUQLQJ�
WKH� IDW� RI� UDPV�´� �,� 6DPXHO� �������� 7KH� DSRVWOH� -DPHV� SXW� LW� OLNH�
WKLV��³*HQXLQH�UHOLJLRQ�WKDW�LV�KRQHVW�EHIRUH�*RG�LV�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�RU�
SKDQV�DQG�ZLGRZV�LQ�WKHLU�WLPH�RI�QHHG²DQG�NHHSLQJ�\RXUVHOI�IURP�
EHLQJ�FRUUXSWHG�E\�WKLV�VRFLHW\´��-DPHV��������
� 7KHVH�PHQ�DOO�KDG�WKH�VDPH�UDGLFDO�LGHD��5HDO�UHOLJLRQ�EHIRUH�
*RG�LV�EDVHG�RQ�living in�accordance�ZLWK�WKH�SODLQ�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�
%LEOH��,W¶V�QRW�ZKDW�\RX�VD\��LW¶V�QRW�ZKR�\RX�NQRZ��LW¶V�QRW�ZKHUH�
\RX�JR�WR�FKXUFK²RU�HYHQ�LI�\RX�JR�WR�FKXUFK��It’s what you do��
� 6R�ZKDW�ZLOO�LW�EH�IRU�\RX"�3DSHU²RU�plastic? 
�
Now it’s up to you… 6SRWWLQJ�phony�UHOLJLRQ�LVQ¶W�VR�KDUG��-XVW�LJQRUH�
ZKDW�SHRSOH�VD\��DQG�ZDWFK�ZKDW�WKH\�DFWXDOO\�do��$QG�ZKLOH�\RX¶UH�
DW�LW��WDNH�D�JRRG��ORQJ�ORRN�LQ�WKH�PLUURU«�
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And finally… 
�
�
“Without a sense of purpose, people just end up doing whatever!” 
�
�
�
�
 
Don’t finish this book! 
�
&RQJUDWXODWLRQV²\RX¶YH�PDGH� LW� WR� WKH� HQG�RI� WKH�ERRN��2QO\� IRXU�
PRUH�SDJHV��%\�QRZ�\RX¶UH�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�WKLQJ�FDOOHG�
wisdom�� $QG� KRSHIXOO\� \RX¶UH� VWDUWLQJ� WR� VHH� KRZ� WKH� SULQFLSOHV�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�%RRN�RI�3URYHUEV�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�LQ�HYHU\�DUHD�RI�\RXU�OLIH��
� 6R� ZKHUH� WR� QRZ"� 7KDW¶V� XS� WR� \RX�� 0\� DGYLFH� LV�� GRQ¶W�
³ILQLVK´�WKLV�ERRN��5HDG�LW�DJDLQ��6WXG\�LW��.HHS�LW�KDQG\��'RQ¶W�SXW�LW�
RQ� D� VKHOI��ZDON� DZD\�� DQG� WKLQN� \RX¶YH� ³JRW�ZLVGRP�´�%HFDXVH� LW�
GRHVQ¶W� ZRUN� WKDW� ZD\�� 5HPHPEHU�� ZLVGRP� GRHVQ¶W� FRPH� E\� MXVW�
UHDGLQJ�D�ERRN²DQ\�ERRN��,W�KDV�WR�EH�developed��
� 6R� GR� WKLV�� %HJLQ� applying� ZKDW� \RX¶YH� OHDUQHG� IURP� WKLV�
ERRN��Good� sense� FRPHV� E\� SXWWLQJ� JRGO\� SULQFLSOHV� LQWR�action�� ,W�
FRPHV�E\�practice��(YHQ�-HVXV�KDG�WR�grow�LQ�ZLVGRP��/XNH��������
� 7KH�%LEOH�VKRZV�WKDW�ZKHQ�*RG�JLYHV�\RX�VRPHWKLQJ��+H�H[�
SHFWV� \RX� WR�use� LW��$QG�ZKHQ� \RX�act� RQ�ZKDW�*RG�JLYHV� \RX��+H�
JLYHV�\RX�PRUH�� ,W¶V� OLNH�\RX�JHW� WR�JR� WR� WKH�QH[W� OHYHO��%XW� LI� \RX�
GRQ¶W�DFW�RQ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�JLYHQ��\RX¶OO�VRRQ�ORVH�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH��7KLV�
LV�HVSHFLDOO\�WUXH�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�ZLVGRP��8VH�LW�DQG�JURZ�LW��RU�
ORVH�LW��
� +RSHIXOO\� WKLV� ERRN� KDV� VKRZQ� \RX� KRZ� LPSRUWDQW� LW� LV� WR�
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KDYH�DQ�RYHUDOO�VHQVH�RI�direction�IRU�\RXU�OLIH��7KHUH¶V�DQ�ROG�VD\LQJ�
WKDW�JRHV�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��³7KH�EHVW�ZD\�WR�SUHGLFW�WKH�IXWXUH�LV�WR�
plan�WKH�IXWXUH�´�(DVLHU�VDLG�WKDQ�GRQH��ULJKW"�%XW�\RX�FDQ¶W�DIIRUG�WR�
MXVW�³OHW�OLIH�KDSSHQ´²\RX�KDYH�WR�WU\��ZLWK�*RG¶V�KHOS��WR�JLYH�\RXU�
OLIH�VRPH�GLUHFWLRQ��
� 6RORPRQ�VD\V�LW�OLNH�WKLV��³:LWKRXW�D�VHQVH�RI�SXUSRVH��SHRSOH�
MXVW�HQG�XS�GRLQJ�ZKDWHYHU�´��3URYHUEV���������,I�\RX�KDYH�QR�SODQ�RU�
SXUSRVH�IRU�\RXU�OLIH��\RX¶OO�HQG�XS�JRLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�IORZ��JRLQJ�DORQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�FURZG��OHWWLQJ�OLIH�MXVW�³KDSSHQ�´�<RX¶OO�GR�ZKDWHYHU�LV�FRQ�
YHQLHQW�� SRSXODU�� HQWHUWDLQLQJ�� $QG� RQH� GD\� \RX¶OO� ORRN� EDFN� DQG�
EHJLQ� WR� UHDOL]H� \RX� ZDVWHG� D� ORW� RI� WLPH� DQG� HQHUJ\� SXUVXLQJ«
whatever��
� 6R� ZKDW� is� \RXU� RYHUDOO� SXUSRVH� LQ� OLIH"�:KDW� direction� GR�
\RX�ZDQW�WR�JR"�$QG�,¶P�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�FKRRVLQJ�D�FROOHJH�RU�VHW�
WLQJ�FDUHHU�JRDOV��,¶P�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�ILQGLQJ�WKH�SHUIHFW�MRE��JHWWLQJ�
PDUULHG��DQG�VWDUWLQJ�D�IDPLO\��7KRVH�DUH�DOO�ELJ�WKLQJV��IRU�VXUH��,¶P�
WDONLQJ� DERXW� VRPHWKLQJ�way bigger²\RXU� OLIH�� WKH� NLQG� RI� SHUVRQ�
\RX�ZDQW�WR�EHFRPH��\RXU�XOWLPDWH�IXWXUH�LQ�*RG¶V�NLQJGRP��
� Isn’t that worth some thought? 
� +HUH¶V�D�SURIRXQG�ELW�RI�LQVLJKW��<RX�ZLOO�DOZD\V�PRYH�LQ�WKH�
direction�RI�\RXU�currently dominant�WKRXJKWV��5HDG�WKDW�DJDLQ��<RX�
ZLOO� DOZD\V� PRYH� LQ� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� RI� \RXU� strongest�� most� recent�
WKRXJKWV��:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKLV�PHDQV"�
� <RX�NQRZ�KRZ�\RX¶OO�KHDU�D�VRQJ�DQG�IRU�GD\V�LW�VHHPV�VWXFN�
LQ�\RXU�KHDG"�,W¶V�D�OLWWOH�OLNH�WKDW��EXW�RQ�D�PXFK��PXFK�GHHSHU�OHYHO��
7KH� WKLQJV� WKDW� fill your mind�ZLOO� VWLFN�ZLWK�\RX��7KH\¶OO� LQIOXHQFH�
WKH�ZD\�\RX� WKLQN��They’ll influence your actions��2YHU� WLPH� WKH\¶OO�
VKDSH�\RXU�FKDUDFWHU��HYHQ�GHILQH�\RX�DV�D�SHUVRQ���
� :KDW�do�\RX�ILOO�\RXU�PLQG�ZLWK"�*UDQWHG��\RX�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�
VFKRRO�ZRUN²EXW�EHVLGHV� WKDW"�<RX� ILOO� LQ� WKH�EODQNV�KHUH²MXVW�EH�
KRQHVW��%XW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV��5HDO�ZLVGRP²WKH�NLQG�RI�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�

Don’t finish this book! 
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good sense�WKDW�ZLOO�EULQJ�\RX�D�OLIH�RI�JHQXLQH�KDSSLQHVV²FDQQRW�EH�
GHYHORSHG�E\�UHDGLQJ�FRPLF�ERRNV��ZDWFKLQJ�VLWFRPV��RU�VXUILQJ�WKH�
:HE��,W�ZRQ¶W�FRPH�E\�NHHSLQJ�XS�ZLWK�ZKDWHYHU¶V�WUHQGLQJ��VSHQG�
LQJ�KXJH�DPRXQWV�RI�WLPH�RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD��RU�HYHQ�IURP�KDQJLQJ�RXW�
ZLWK�\RXU�IULHQGV�RQ�6DWXUGD\�QLJKW���
� :LVGRP�FDQ�RQO\�FRPH�IURP�D�JHQXLQH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��
6R� WKDW� PHDQV� \RX¶UH� JRLQJ� WR� KDYH� WR� VWDUW� E\� DVNLQJ� WKLQJV� OLNH��
What does God want from me? What does it mean to live by God’s 
standards? How do I go about developing a real relationship with 
God? �
� <RX¶OO�KDYH�WR�UHWKLQN�\RXU�SULRULWLHV²EHFDXVH�\RX¶OO�QHHG�WR�
spend time� VHHNLQJ� *RG� E\� DFWXDOO\� UHDGLQJ� WKH� %LEOH�� Seriously��
'RHV�WKDW�LGHD�VFDUH�\RX"�,W�VKRXOGQ¶W��:KDW�should�VFDUH�\RX�LV�WKDW�
\RX� KDYH� WKLV� DPD]LQJ� DFFHVV� WR� *RG¶V� WKRXJKWV²WKH� %LEOH²EXW�
KDYH�SUHWW\�PXFK�LJQRUHG�LW��
� 5HPHPEHU�� \RX¶OO� RQO\�PRYH� LQ� WKH� GLUHFWLRQ� RI� \RXU�domi-
nant�WKRXJKWV��:KDW�LI�DW�OHDVW�some�RI�\RXU�GRPLQDQW�WKRXJKWV�ZHUH�
VKDSHG�E\�UHDGLQJ�WKH�%LEOH"�:KDW�NLQG�RI�FKDQJHV�PLJKW�WKDW�EULQJ�
WR�\RXU�OLIH"� �
�
Just read the book, okay? 
�
'DYLG��6RORPRQ¶V� IDWKHU��ZURWH��³+RZ�FDQ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�NHHS� WKHLU�
OLYHV�FOHDQ�DQG�ZKROHVRPH"�%\�living according to what God says!�
� ³7R�PDNH�WKLV�DFWXDOO\�KDSSHQ��\RX¶OO�QHHG�WR�SXW�\RXU�whole 
heart� LQWR� SXUVXLQJ� *RG�� 2QO\� WKHQ� ZLOO� \RX� QHYHU� VWUD\� IURP�+LV�
ZD\��<RX�PXVW�fill your mind ZLWK�+LV�WHDFKLQJV²VR�WKDW�\RX�PLJKW�
QRW�VLQ�DJDLQVW�+LP�´��EDVHG�RQ�3VDOPV������������
� 7KLV� ZDV� 6RORPRQ¶V� VHFUHW�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� only� ZD\� WR� JHW� WR�
NQRZ�*RG�� WKH� RQO\�ZD\� WR� UHDO�ZLVGRP��pursue God DQG� fill your 
mind�ZLWK�+LV�WHDFKLQJV��5HPHPEHU²dominant�WKRXJKWV��

GOOD SENSE! 
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� 3URYHUEV� REYLRXVO\� KDV� D� ORW� PRUH� WR� VD\� DERXW� GHYHORSLQJ�
good sense�� ,Q�IDFW�� WKH�ZKROH�%LEOH�LV� ORDGHG�ZLWK�OHVVRQV�IRU� WHHQ�
DJHUV�RQ�KRZ�WR� OLYH�*RG¶V�ZD\�� ,WV� WUHDVXUHV�DUH� MXVW�ZDLWLQJ� WR�EH�
PLQHG²E\�\RX��
� %XW� IRU�QRZ��IRU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��Proverbs� LV� WKH�EHVW�SODFH� WR�
VWDUW��6R�GRQ¶W�³ILQLVK´�3URYHUEV�HLWKHU²UHDG�LW�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ��XV�
LQJ� D�PRGHUQ�� HDV\�WR�UHDG� WUDQVODWLRQ�� $QG� WDNH� WKH� WLPH� WR� UHDOO\�
think�DERXW�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�UHDGLQJ��
� %HFDXVH� OLNH�QR�RWKHU�ERRN��3URYHUEV�ZDV�ZULWWHQ� HVSHFLDOO\�
ZLWK�you�LQ�PLQG��
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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 Bible passages used 
�
%HORZ�DUH�WKH�NH\�%LEOH�SDVVDJHV�XVHG�LQ�WKLV�ERRN��,I�\RX�ZLOO�UHYLHZ�
WKHP�RIWHQ²and think about what you’re reading²WKHVH�YHUVHV�FDQ�
KDYH�D�SURIRXQG�HIIHFW�RQ�\RXU�OLIH��
�
Introduction: Sorry, there’s no app for this… 
 

³:LVGRP�EHJLQV�ZLWK�SURSHUO\�fearing God��DQG�H[WUDRUGLQDU\��
LQVLJKW�FRPHV�IURP�understanding what is holy´��3URYHUEV��������

³$�ULJKWHRXV�PDQ�IRFXVHV�RQ�ZLVGRP��DQG�VSHDNV�RQO\�RI�ZKDW�LV�
JRRG�DQG�ULJKW��God’s teachings�fill his mind²VR�KH�QHYHU�VWUD\V�
IURP�WKH�ULJKW�SDWK´��3VDOPV������������

³/LVWHQ�WR�WKHVH�WHDFKLQJV²live by them!�'R�ZKDW�LV�JRRG�DQG�
ULJKW�LQ�*RG¶V�VLJKW²VR�WKDW�your life will go well��DQG�\RXU��
FKLOGUHQ¶V�OLYHV�DIWHU�\RX�´��'HXWHURQRP\���������

�
Chapter 1: Eyes on the road! 
�

³7DNH�WLPH�WR�SRQGHU�WKH�SDWK�RI�\RXU�IHHW��WKHQ�DOO�\RXU�ZD\V�
ZLOO�EH�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG´��3URYHUEV��������

³7KHUH�LV�DQ�RSHQ��ZLGH�URDG�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�IROORZ��EXW�LW�RQO\�
OHDGV�WR�UXLQ��2QO\�D�IHZ�ILQG�DQG�IROORZ�WKH�QDUURZ�URDG�WKDW�
OHDGV�WR�OLIH´��0DWWKHZ�����������

³7DNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�UHDOO\�H[DPLQH�\RXUVHOYHV²WR�VHH�LI�\RX¶UH�VWLOO�
OLYLQJ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�IDLWK�\RX�SURIHVV��7HVW�\RXUVHOYHV�WR�EH�
VXUH�´��,,�&RULQWKLDQV��������
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³(YHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR�LV�ULJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�H\HV�RI�*RG��IRU�+H�SRQGHUV��
DOO�RI�RXU�SDWKV´��3URYHUEV��������

³7KRVH�ZLWK�good sense�FDUHIXOO\�FRQVLGHU�WKHLU�SDWK´��3URYHUEV�
��������

�
Chapter 2: Who’s fighting for you? 
�

³7KH�ZDUKRUVH�LV�ZHOO�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�GD\�RI�EDWWOH��EXW�victory 
rests with the Lord´��3URYHUEV���������

³7UXVW�LQ�*RG�ZLWK�DOO�\RXU�KHDUW��DQG�GRQ¶W�UHO\�RQ�\RXU�RZQ����
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��,Q�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR��include Him DQG�+H�ZLOO�
VKRZ�\RX�WKH�ZD\´��3URYHUEV���������

�
Chapter 3: Don’t jump that fence! 
�

³7KHUH�LV�D�ZD\�RI�OLYLQJ�WKDW�seems so right�WR�DOPRVW�HYHU\RQH��
EXW�WKDW�ZD\�UHDOO\�OHDGV�RQO\�WR�WURXEOH²DQG�SRVVLEO\�HYHQ�
GHDWK´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KHUH�LV�DQ�RSHQ��ZLGH�URDG�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�IROORZ��EXW�LW�RQO\�
OHDGV�WR�UXLQ��2QO\�D�IHZ�ILQG�DQG�IROORZ�WKH�QDUURZ�URDG�WKDW�
OHDGV�WR�OLIH´��0DWWKHZ������������

³7KHUH�LV�RQH�ODZJLYHU´��-DPHV��������

³:RH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�VD\�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�good�LV�DFWXDOO\�HYLO��RU�
WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�evil�LV�UHDOO\�JRRG²ZKR�FDOO�OLJKW�darkness�DQG�
GDUNQHVV�light��RU�VD\�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�bitter�LV�VZHHW�DQG�WKDW��
VRPHWKLQJ�sweet�LV�ELWWHU�´��,VDLDK��������

³,�KDYH�set before you�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��JRRG�DQG�HYLO²now choose!�
<HV��choose life²VR�WKDW�\RX�PD\�OLYH�´��'HXWHURQRP\���������

³Choose�WRGD\�ZKRP�\RX�ZLOO�VHUYH�´��-RVKXD���������

Bible passages used 
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Chapter 4: Playing for an audience of one 
�

³7UXVW�LQ�*RG�ZLWK�DOO�\RXU�KHDUW��DQG�GRQ¶W�UHO\�RQ�\RXU�RZQ���
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��,Q�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR��include Him DQG�+H�ZLOO�
VKRZ�\RX�WKH�ZD\´��3URYHUEV����������

³0\�VRQ��GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�P\�WHDFKLQJV��EXW�OLYH�E\�P\�LQVWUXFWLRQV²
WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�KDYH�D�ORQJ�DQG�SHDFHIXO�OLIH��'RQ¶W�IRUJHW�NLQGQHVV�
RU�QHJOHFW�IDLWKIXOQHVV��ELQG�WKHP�OLNH�D�QHFNODFH�DURXQG�\RXU�
QHFN�DQG�ZULWH�WKHP�RQ�WKH�WDEOHW�RI�\RXU�KHDUW��)RU�WKHQ�\RX¶OO�
KDYH�IDYRU�DQG�D�JRRG�QDPH�LQ�WKH�VLJKW�RI�ERWK�*RG�DQG�PDQ´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³:KHQ�\RXU�OLIH�SOHDVHV�*RG��+H�ZLOO�PDNH�HYHQ�\RXU�HQHPLHV�EH�
DW�SHDFH�ZLWK�\RX´��3URYHUEV��������

�
Chapter 5: Friend me—please! 
�

³(YHQ�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�IULHQGV��\RX�PD\�VWLOO�ILQG�\RXUVHOI�IRUVDNHQ��
%XW�D�true friend�LV�PRUH�IDLWKIXO�WKDQ�HYHQ�D�EURWKHU´��3URYHUEV�
��������

³-XVW�DV�LURQ�VKDUSHQV�LURQ��D�WKRXJKWIXO�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�sharpen�KLV�
RU�KHU�IULHQGV´��3URYHUEV���������

³+RQHVW�FRUUHFWLRQ�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�YHLOHG�IULHQGVKLS��DQG�WKH�
ZRXQGV�RI�D�IULHQG�DUH�LQGHHG�IDLWKIXO´��3URYHUEV����������

³,I�\RX�KDQJ�RXW�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�good sense��\RX¶OO�JURZ���������
LQ�ZLVGRP��%XW�IRROLVK�IULHQGV�ZLOO�RQO\�JHW�\RX�LQWR�WURXEOH�´�
�3URYHUEV���������

³'RQ¶W�NLG�\RXUVHOI��%DG�FRPSDQ\�ZLOO�RQO\�UXLQ�\RXU�JRRG����
KDELWV�´��,�&RULQWKLDQV���������

GOOD SENSE! 
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³'RQ¶W�EHFRPH�unequally yoked ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�EHOLHYH�DV�
\RX�GR��&DQ�RQH�ZKR�LV�XSULJKW�UHDOO\�EHQHILW�IURP�IHOORZVKLS�
ZLWK�D�ZURQJGRHU"�$IWHU�DOO��ZKDW�GRHV�OLJKW�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQ�
ZLWK�GDUNQHVV"�$QG�ZKDW�KDUPRQ\�FDQ�WKHUH�EH�EHWZHHQ�-HVXV�
DQG�WKH�GHYLO"�5HDOO\�QRZ²ZKDW�FDQ�D�EHOLHYHU�SRVVLEO\�KDYH�LQ�
FRPPRQ�ZLWK�DQ�XQEHOLHYHU"´��,,�&RULQWKLDQV�����������

³'RQ¶W�QHJOHFW�\RXU�IULHQGV��DQG�UHPHPEHU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�������
EHIULHQGHG�\RXU�SDUHQWV´��3URYHUEV���������

³$�UHDO�IULHQG�DOZD\V�FDUHV´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KH�IULHQG�ZKR�LJQRUHV�DQ�RIIHQFH�VKRZV�ORYH��EXW�WKH�RQH�ZKR�
JRVVLSV�DERXW�LW�ZLOO�VXUHO\�UXLQ�WKH�IULHQGVKLS�´��3URYHUEV��������

³$�EODEEHUPRXWK�WHOOV�VHFUHWV��EXW�D�IDLWKIXO�IULHQG�DOZD\V�NHHSV�
SHUVRQDO�WKLQJV�FRQILGHQWLDO´��3URYHUEV���������

³*RRG�DGYLFH�IURP�D�GLVFHUQLQJ�IULHQG�LV�OLNH�WKH�VZHHWQHVV�RI��
H[SHQVLYH�RLQWPHQW�DQG�WKH�DURPD�RI�H[RWLF�LQFHQVH´��3URYHUEV�
�������

³$Q[LHW\�FDQ�ZHLJK�D�SHUVRQ�GRZQ��EXW�D�NLQG�ZRUG�IURP�D�IULHQG�
ZLOO�FKHHU�KLP�XS�´��3URYHUEV���������
�

Chapter 6: Sweet, golden apples! 
�

³6RPH�SHRSOH¶V�ZRUGV�SLHUFH�OLNH�D�NQLIH��EXW�WKRVH�ZLWK�good 
sense�EULQJ�KHDOWK�DQG�KHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�ZRUGV´��3URYHUEV�
��������

³.LQG��JHQWOH�ZRUGV�DUH�UHIUHVKLQJ��EXW�KDUVK�ZRUGV�RQO\�FUXVK�
WKH�VSLULW´��3URYHUEV��������

³:KHQ�VRPHRQH�FRQWLQXDOO\�UXQV�WKHLU�PRXWK��VRPHWKLQJ�EDG�����
DOZD\V�VOLSV�RXW��%XW�WKH�RQH�ZKR�FRQWUROV�KLV�WRQJXH�VKRZV��
good sense´��3URYHUEV���������

Bible passages used 
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³$�JHQWOH�DQVZHU�ZLOO�FDOP�DQRWKHU¶V�DQJHU��EXW�KDUVK�ZRUGV�ZLOO�
RQO\�VWLU�LW�XS�´��3URYHUEV��������

³)RROV�DUH�TXLFN�WR�H[SUHVV�WKHLU�DQJHU��EXW�WKRVH�ZLWK�good�sense�
RYHUORRN�LQVXOWV´��3URYHUEV���������

³$�EXV\ERG\�ZLOO�EHWUD\�DQRWKHU¶V�FRQILGHQFH��EXW�D�WUXVWZRUWK\�
IULHQG�ZLOO�NHHS�WKLQJV�VHFUHW´��3URYHUEV���������

³$UJXH�\RXU�FDVH�SULYDWHO\�ZLWK�\RXU�QHLJKERU��DQG�GRQ¶W�JR�
EODEELQJ�DERXW�LW�WR�RWKHUV��,I�\RX�GR��\RX¶OO�EH�VKDPHIXOO\��������
H[SRVHG�DQG�\RXU�UHSXWDWLRQ�UXLQHG�´��3URYHUEV�����������

³,I�WKHUH¶V�QR�ZRRG��D�ILUH�ZLOO�JR�RXW��/LNHZLVH��LI�SHRSOH�UHIXVH�
WR�JRVVLS��D�UXPRU�ZLOO�TXLFNO\�IDGH�DZD\´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KH�ULJKWHRXV�SHUVRQ�carefully weighs his answers��EXW�WKH�
�XQJRGO\�SHUVRQ¶V�PRXWK�SRXUV�IRUWK�KXUWIXO�ZRUGV´��3URYHUEV�
��������

³+DYH�\RX�HYHU�PHW�VRPHRQH�ZKR�GRHVQ¶W�KHVLWDWH�WR�VSHDN�KLV�
PLQG"�7KHUH¶V�PRUH�KRSH�IRU�D�IRRO�WKDQ�IRU�KLP�´��3URYHUEV�
��������

³$Q[LHW\�FDQ�ZHLJK�D�SHUVRQ�GRZQ��EXW�D�NLQG�ZRUG�IURP�D�IULHQG�
ZLOO�FKHHU�KLP�XS´��3URYHUEV����������

³7KHUH�LV�MR\�LQ�JLYLQJ�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�UHSO\��DQG�D�ZHOO�WLPHG�
FRPPHQW�LV�PRVW�GHOLJKWIXO´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KH�right�words�VSRNHQ�DW�WKH�right�time�DUH�OLNH�VZHHW��JROGHQ�
DSSOHV�RQ�D�SODWH�RI�VLOYHU�´��3URYHUEV���������

�
Chapter 7: You own this! 
�

³(YHQ�FKLOGUHQ�PDNH�WKHPVHOYHV�NQRZQ�E\�WKHLU�FRQGXFW��E\�
ZKHWKHU�WKHLU�DFWLRQV�DUH�JRRG�DQG�ULJKW´��3URYHUEV���������

GOOD SENSE! 

���



³+DYLQJ�D�good name LV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�WKDQ�EHLQJ�ZHDOWK\��DQG�
KDYLQJ�WKH�respect�RI�RWKHUV�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WRQV�RI�VLOYHU�DQG�JROG�´��
�3URYHUEV��������

³$�PDQ�RI�LQWHJULW\�FRQGXFWV�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�FRQILGHQFH��EXW�RQH�
ZKR�GHDOV�FURRNHGO\�ZLOO�VXUHO\�EH�H[SRVHG´��3URYHUEV��������

³.LQJV�DGPLUH�KRQHVW\��DQG�WKH\�YDOXH�RQH�ZKR�VSHDNV�WKH�WUXWK´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³&RXQWLQJ�RQ�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�XQUHOLDEOH²HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�\RX�
UHDOO\�QHHG�WKHP²LV�OLNH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�D�EDG�WRRWK�RU�D�ODPH�
IRRW�´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KH�PRUDO�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�XSULJKW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�JXLGH�WKHP��EXW�
WKH�GLVKRQHVW\�RI�ZURQJGRHUV�ZLOO�OHDG�WKHP�WR�UXLQ´��3URYHUEV�
�������

�
Chapter 8: Play hard, work harder! 
�

³,I�\RX�ZRUN�\RXU�ODQG�\RX¶OO�KDYH�SOHQW\�WR�HDW��EXW�mindless 
pursuits�RQO\�VKRZ�D�ODFN�RI�JRRG�VHQVH´��3URYHUEV���������

³-XVW�ORRN�DW�WKH�DQW��\RX�VODFNHU��/RRN�DW�KRZ�KDUG�WKH\�ZRUN²
DQG�ZLVH�XS��$QWV�KDYH�QR�VXSHUYLVRU��QR�ERVV²\HW�WKH\�VWRUH�XS�
IRRG�DOO�WKURXJK�WKH�VXPPHU��6R�KRZ�ORQJ�DUH�\RX�JRLQJ�WR�MXVW�
OLH�WKHUH��OD]\ERQHV"�:KHQ�DUH�\RX�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�EHG"�
<RX¶UH�DOZD\V�VD\LQJ��µ-XVW�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�VOHHS��MXVW�OHW�PH�JHW�
VRPH�PRUH�UHVW�¶�'RQ¶W�\RX�NQRZ�\RX¶OO�HQG�XS�DV�SRRU�DV�D����
YDJDERQG�DQG�DV�KXQJU\�DV�VRPHRQH�GULYHQ�WR�VWHDOLQJ"´��
�3URYHUEV����������

³/LNH�YLQHJDU�VHWV�\RXU�WHHWK�RQ�HGJH�DQG�VPRNH�EXUQV�\RXU�H\HV��
D�OD]\�ZRUNHU�LV�DQ�DQQR\DQFH�WR�KLV�HPSOR\HU�´��3URYHUEV�
��������

Bible passages used 

���



³(YHU\WKLQJ�D�VOXJJDUG�WULHV�WR�GR�LV�KDPSHUHG�E\�µWKRUQV¶��%XW�LI�
\RX¶UH�DQ�KRQHVW�ZRUNHU��\RX¶OO�ILQG�D�ZD\�WR�JHW�WKH�MRE�GRQH´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³(PSOR\HHV��GR�\RXU�MRE�DV�LQVWUXFWHG²QRW�MXVW�ZKHQ�WKH�ERVV�LV�
ZDWFKLQJ��DV�LI�\RX¶UH�WU\LQJ�WR�JDLQ�VSHFLDO�IDYRU��%XW�DOZD\V�
ZRUN�KDUG��EHLQJ�KRQHVW��EHFDXVH�RI�\RXU�UHVSHFW�IRU�*RG��$QG�LQ�
HYHU\�WDVN��put your heart into it�DV�LI�\RX¶UH�DFWXDOO\�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�
WKH�/RUG²EHFDXVH�\RX�NQRZ�\RXU�WUXH�UHZDUG�ZLOO�FRPH�IURP�
+LP��8OWLPDWHO\��\RX�are�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�&KULVW´���&RORVVLDQV�����������

³$�PDQ�ZKR�LV�GLOLJHQW�DQG�H[FHOV�LQ�KLV�ZRUN�ZLOO�ILQG�������������
HPSOR\PHQW�DPRQJ�WKH�HVWHHPHG²DQG�KH�ZLOO�QHYHU�KDYH����������
WR�UHVRUW�WR�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WULYLDO�PHQ´��3URYHUEV���������

³/D]\�SHRSOH�ZDQW�WKLV�DQG�ZDQW�WKDW��\HW�WKH\�UHDOO\�KDYH��
QRWKLQJ�WR�VKRZ�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��%XW�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRUN�KDUG��
ZLOO�KDYH�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�QHHG�´��3URYHUEV��������

�
Chapter 9: Matters of the heart 
�

³.HHS�\RXU�KHDUW�ZLWK�DOO�GLOLJHQFH²EHFDXVH�OLIH�LWVHOI�IORZV�
IURP�WKH�KHDUW�´��3URYHUEV��������

³,I�\RX�KDYH�QR�FRQWURO�RYHU�\RXU�PLQG��\RX¶UH�OLNH�D�FLW\�ZLWK�
EURNHQ�ZDOOV²DQ\WKLQJ�FDQ�JHW�LQ�´��3URYHUEV���������

³<RXU�VLQV�ZLOO�WDNH�\RX�FDSWLYH��DQG�\RX¶OO�EH�ERXQG�E\�WKH�
FRUGV�RI�\RXU�ZURQJGRLQJ�´��3URYHUEV��������

³7KH�PRUDO�LQWHJULW\�RI�WKH�XSULJKW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�JXLGH�WKHP��EXW�
WKH�GLVKRQHVW\�RI�ZURQJGRHUV�ZLOO�OHDG�WKHP�WR�UXLQ´��3URYHUEV�
�������

³$Q\�WLPH�\RX�JR�DJDLQVW�\RXU�FRQYLFWLRQV��\RX�VLQ�´��5RPDQV�
��������

GOOD SENSE! 

���



³$�VRXQG�KHDUW�LV�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�ERG\�´��3URYHUEV���������
�
Chapter 10: “Meant to be”—really? 
�

³7KH�VSDUURZ�FRPHV�E\�IOXWWHULQJ�KLV�ZLQJV�DQG�WKH�VZDOORZ�
FRPHV�E\�IO\LQJ��/LNHZLVH��PLVIRUWXQH�ZLOO�QRW�FRPH�ZLWKRXW�D�
cause´��3URYHUEV��������

³'RQ¶W�EH�IRROHG�DERXW�WKLV��EHFDXVH�*RG�ZLOO�QRW�EH�PRFNHG��
:KDWHYHU�\RX�VRZ��that’s�ZKDW�\RX¶OO�UHDS�´��*DODWLDQV�������

³%H�DVVXUHG�WKDW�\RXU�VLQV�ZLOO�ILQG�\RX�RXW�´��1XPEHUV���������

³,�KDYH�VHW�EHIRUH�\RX�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��JRRG�DQG�HYLO²now choose!�
<HV��choose life��VR�\RX�PD\�OLYH�´��'HXWHURQRP\���������

³7KH�H\HV�RI�*RG�VHDUFK�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ODQG�IRU�WKRVH�ZKRVH�
KHDUWV�DUH�OR\DO�WR�+LP²DQG�+H�ZLOO�VKRZ�+LPVHOI�VWURQJ�IRU�
WKHLU�VDNH�´��,,�&KURQLFOHV��������
�

Chapter 11: Looking for young lions 
�

³)HDULQJ�WKH�/RUG�EULQJV�VWURQJ�FRQILGHQFH´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KH�ULJKWHRXV�DUH�DV�EROG�DV�\RXQJ�OLRQV´��3URYHUEV��������

³,I�ZH�DUH�FDUHIXO�WR�IROORZ�*RG¶V�WHDFKLQJV��MXVW�DV�+H�KDV��������
LQVWUXFWHG�XV��it will be credited to us as righteousness´�
�'HXWHURQRP\��������

³7KH�/RUG�LV�P\�JXLGH�DQG�P\�GHOLYHUHU²ZK\�VKRXOG�,�IHDU�����
DQ\RQH"�+H�LV�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�P\�OLIH²ZK\�VKRXOG�DQ\RQH����
PDNH�PH�DIUDLG"´��3VDOPV��������

³*RG�ZLOO�HYHQ�PDNH�\RXU�HQHPLHV�EH�DW�SHDFH�ZLWK�\RX²LI�\RXU�
ZD\V�SOHDVH�+LP´��3URYHUEV��������

Bible passages used 

���



³$�PDQ�RI�LQWHJULW\�FRQGXFWV�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�FRQILGHQFH��EXW�RQH�
ZKR�GHDOV�FURRNHGO\�ZLWK�RWKHUV�ZLOO�VXUHO\�EH�H[SRVHG´��
�3URYHUEV��������
�

Chapter 12: You got this—right? 
�

³:LWKRXW�FRXQVHO�\RX¶UH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDLO��EXW�SOHQW\�RI�JRRG�
DGYLFH�JXDUDQWHHV�VXFFHVV´��3URYHUEV���������

³3ODQV�JR�DZU\�ZLWKRXW�JRRG�FRXQVHO��EXW�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�FRPHV�
ZLWK�ORWV�RI�JRRG�DGYLFH´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KRVH�ZLWK good sense�ZLOO�OLVWHQ�WR�RWKHUV�DQG�OHDUQ��DQG�WKRVH�
ZLWK�GLVFHUQPHQW�ZLOO�ORRN�IRU�JRRG�DGYLFH´��3URYHUEV�������

³*RRG�DGYLFH�IURP�D�GLVFHUQLQJ�IULHQG�LV�OLNH�WKH�VZHHWQHVV�RI��
H[SHQVLYH�RLQWPHQW�DQG�WKH�DURPD�RI�H[RWLF�LQFHQVH´��3URYHUEV�
�������

³6RQ��OLVWHQ�FDUHIXOO\�WR�P\�DGYLFH��DQG�QHYHU�IRUJHW�ZKDW�\RXU�
PRWKHU�KDV�WDXJKW�\RX��/HW�RXU�FRXQVHO�EH�OLNH�D�FURZQ�RI�IDYRU�
XSRQ�\RXU�KHDG��OLNH�JROGHQ�FKDLQV�DGRUQLQJ�\RXU�QHFN«��������
'LOLJHQWO\�IROORZ�P\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DQG�UHPHPEHU�\RXU�PRWKHU¶V�
WHDFKLQJV��.HHS�WKHP�XSSHUPRVW�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�PLQG²LI���
QHFHVVDU\��WLH�WKHP�DURXQG�\RXU�QHFN�DV�D�UHPLQGHU��7KH\�ZLOO�
OHDG�\RX�DV�\RX�FRPH�DQG�JR��DQG�HYHQ�SURWHFW�\RX�ZKLOH�\RX�
VOHHS��$QG�DV�HDFK�QHZ�GD\�EHJLQV��WKH\�ZLOO�VRIWO\�VSHDN�WR�\RX��
,QGHHG��RXU�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DUH�OLNH�D�ODPS�IRU�\RXU�SDWK�DQG�RXU�
WHDFKLQJV�DUH�WKHUH�WR�JLYH�\RX�OLJKW��(YHQ�RXU�FRUUHFWLRQ�LV�IRU�
\RXU�JRRG²WR�NHHS�\RX�LQ�WKH�ULJKW�ZD\�RI�OLIH�´��3URYHUEV��
�����������������

³6KRZ�KRQRU�WR�\RXU�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU²VR�WKDW�\RX�PD\�HQMR\�D�
ORQJ�OLIH�LQ�WKH�ODQG�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�WR�XV´��([RGXV���������

GOOD SENSE! 

���



³&KLOGUHQ�ZLWK�good sense PDNH�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�KDSS\��EXW�IRROLVK�
FKLOGUHQ�KROG�WKHP�LQ�FRQWHPSW´��3URYHUEV���������

³$�WKRXJKWOHVV�SHUVRQ�LQVLVWV�WKDW�KLV�ZD\�LV�ULJKW��EXW�WKRVH�ZLWK�
good sense�ORRN�ILUVW�IRU�VRXQG�DGYLFH´��3URYHUEV���������
�

Chapter 13: Fun today—fun tomorrow! 
�

³%OHVVLQJV�IURP�*RG�EULQJ�SURVSHULW\²ZLWK�QR�DGGHG�VRUURZ�´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³6WROHQ�ZDWHU�LV�GHOLJKWIXO��DQG�SLOIHUHG�EUHDG�HDWHQ�VHFUHWO\�LV��
HVSHFLDOO\�GHOLFLRXV´��3URYHUEV��������

³(YHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR�LV�ULJKW�EHIRUH�WKH�H\HV�RI�*RG��IRU�+H������
SRQGHUV�DOO�RI�RXU�SDWKV´��3URYHUEV���������

³,I�\RX�VD\��µ/RRN��,�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�¶²GRHVQ¶W�+H�ZKR�VHDUFKHV�
\RXU�KHDUW�NQRZ�EHWWHU"�:RQ¶W�+H�ZKR�ZDWFKHV�RYHU�\RXU�OLIH�VHH�
WKURXJK�\RXU�GHFHSWLRQ"�$QG�ZLOO�+H�QRW�UHSD\�\RX�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
\RXU�ZRUNV"´��3URYHUEV���������
�

Chapter 14: Nothing—and everything! 
�

³,I�WKHUH�DUH�DQ\�SRRU�DPRQJ�\RX�LQ�WKH�ODQG�WKDW�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�
WR�\RX��\RX�PXVW�QRW�EH�KDUGKHDUWHG�RU�WLJKWILVWHG�WRZDUG�WKHP²
EXW�\RX�PXVW�open your hand wide�DQG�JLYH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�
QHHGV��%H�FDUHIXO�«�WKDW�\RX�GR�QRW�DOORZ�\RXU�H\H�WR�EH�HYLO�
DJDLQVW�\RXU�EURWKHU��VR�WKDW�\RX�JLYH�KLP�QRWKLQJ��DQG�LW����������
EHFRPHV�D�VLQ�WR�\RX´��'HXWHURQRP\����������

³7KRVH�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�JHW�ULFK�W\SLFDOO\�KDYH�DQ�HYLO�H\H´��
�3URYHUEV���������

Bible passages used 

���



³'RQ¶W�KROG�EDFN�IURP�GRLQJ�JRRG�IRU�WKRVH�LQ�QHHG�ZKHQ�\RX�
KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�KHOS��'RQ¶W�VD\��µ,¶OO�KHOS�\RX�DQRWKHU�WLPH�¶²
ZKHQ�\RX�FDQ�GR�LW�WRGD\´��3URYHUEV�����������

³7KHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�JLYH�IUHHO\�WR�RWKHUV��\HW�WKH\�SURVSHU��DQG�
WKHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�VWLQJ\�DQG�KROG�EDFN��EXW�LW�RQO\�OHDGV�WR�
SRYHUW\��,QGHHG��WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�JHQHURXV�ZLOO�EH�EOHVVHG��DQG�WKRVH�
ZKR�ZDWHU�ZLOO�WKHPVHOYHV�EH�ZDWHUHG´��3URYHUEV������������

³+DYLQJ�FRPSDVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�SRRU�LV�DFWXDOO\�JLYLQJ�WR�*RG²DQG�
+H�ZLOO�UHSD\�\RX´��3URYHUEV���������

³7KHUH�LV�JUHDWHU�EOHVVLQJ�LQ�giving�WKDQ�LQ�JHWWLQJ´��$FWV���������

³%HLQJ�NLQG�DQG�KHOSIXO�WR�RWKHUV�ZLOO�DFWXDOO\�QRXULVK�\RXU�RZQ�
ZHOOEHLQJ��EXW�EHLQJ�XQNLQG�ZLOO�VXUHO\�KDUP�\RXU�KHDOWK´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³7KRVH�ZKR�KDYH�FRPSDVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�SRRU�DQG�QHHG\�DUH�KDSS\´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³'RQ¶W�VWRUH�XS�ZRUOGO\�WUHDVXUHV��7KH\�RQO\�JHW�HDWHQ�E\�PRWKV�
RU�UXVW�DZD\²RU�WKH\�JHW�VWROHQ��%XW�VWRUH�XS�WUHDVXUHV�LQ�����
KHDYHQ²WUHDVXUHV�WKDW�FDQ�QHYHU�EH�GHVWUR\HG�RU�VWROHQ��%HFDXVH�
ZKHUHYHU�\RXU�WUHDVXUH�LV²RQ�HDUWK�RU�LQ�KHDYHQ²WKDW¶V�ZKHUH�
\RXU�KHDUW�ZLOO�EH´��0DWWKHZ�����������

�
Chapter 15: Paper—or plastic? 
�

³<RX�ZLOO�NQRZ�WKHP�E\�WKHLU�IUXLWV´��0DWWKHZ��������

³'RLQJ�ZKDW�LV�good�DQG�right�LV�PRUH�DFFHSWDEOH�WR�WKH�/RUG�
WKDQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�DQLPDO�VDFULILFHV´��3URYHUEV��������

³-XVW�EHFDXVH�\RX�say�,�DP�\RXU�/RUG²FDOOLQJ�RXW��µ/RUG��
/RUG¶²GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�\RX�ZLOO�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�KHDYHQ��%XW�

GOOD SENSE! 

���



WKRVH�ZKR�DFWXDOO\�do�WKH�WKLQJV�*RG�GHVLUHV��they�ZLOO�HQWHU�WKH��������
NLQJGRP´��0DWWKHZ��������

³:K\�GR�\RX�FDOO�PH�µ/RUG¶�EXW�LJQRUH�ZKDW�,�KDYH�WDXJKW�\RX"´��
�/XNH��������

³7KRVH�ZKR�EHORQJ�WR�WKLV�ZRUOG��WKLV�VRFLHW\��ILW�ULJKW�LQ²
EHFDXVH�WKH�ZRUOG�QDWXUDOO\�ORYHV�LWV�RZQ��%XW�\RX�DUH�not�of this 
world��WKLV�FXOWXUH²EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�FDOOHG�\RX�WR�be separate�
IURP�WKLV�ZRUOG��$QG�WKLV�LV�ZK\�WKH�ZRUOG²WKLV�VRFLHW\²ORRNV�
GRZQ�RQ�\RX�´��-RKQ���������

³'R�QRW�EH�FRQIRUPHG�WR�WKLV�ZRUOG´��5RPDQV��������

³<RX¶UH�QRW�UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DQLPDO�VDFULILFHV²RU�,�ZRXOG�
EULQJ�RQH��<RX¶UH�QRW�GHOLJKWHG�E\�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV�DW�DOO��7KH��
VDFULILFH�*RG�UHDOO\�ZDQWV�LV�D�broken spirit�DQG�D�yielded heart²
WKDW¶V�ZKDW�+H�ZLOO�DFFHSW�´��3VDOPV������������

³'RHV�*RG�GHOLJKW�LQ�EXUQ�RIIHULQJV�DQG�VDFULILFHV�DV�PXFK�DV�+H�
GHOLJKWV�LQ�REHGLHQFH�WR�+LV�LQVWUXFWLRQV"�1R²obedience is  
better�WKDQ�DQLPDO�VDFULILFHV��DQG�listening to God is better WKDQ�
EXUQLQJ�WKH�IDW�RI�UDPV�´��,�6DPXHO���������

³Genuine�religion�WKDW�LV�KRQHVW�EHIRUH�*RG�LV�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU������
RUSKDQV�DQG�ZLGRZV�LQ�WKHLU�WLPH�RI�QHHG²DQG�NHHSLQJ�\RXUVHOI�
IURP�EHLQJ�FRUUXSWHG�E\�WKLV�VRFLHW\´��-DPHV��������

�
And finally… Don’t finish this book! 
�

³:LWKRXW�D�VHQVH�RI�SXUSRVH��SHRSOH�MXVW�HQG�XS�GRLQJ�ZKDWHYHU�´��
�3URYHUEV���������

³+RZ�FDQ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�NHHS�WKHLU�OLYHV�FOHDQ�DQG�ZKROHVRPH"�
%\�living according to what God says!�7R�PDNH�WKLV�DFWXDOO\��

Bible passages used 

���



KDSSHQ��\RX¶OO�QHHG�WR�SXW�\RXU�whole heart�LQWR�SXUVXLQJ�*RG��
2QO\�WKHQ�ZLOO�\RX�QHYHU�VWUD\�IURP�+LV�ZD\��<RX�PXVW�fill your 
mind ZLWK�+LV�WHDFKLQJV²VR�WKDW�\RX�PLJKW�QRW�VLQ�DJDLQVW�
+LP�´��3VDOPV������������
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This just might interest you . . . 
�
�
�
<RUN�3XEOLVKLQJ�KDV�VHYHUDO�DGGLWLRQDO�ERRNV�RU�ERRNOHWV�WKDW�PDQ\�
WHHQV�ILQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�KHOSIXO��)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�\RX¶UH�GHDOLQJ�LQ�
VFKRRO�ZLWK�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�HYROXWLRQ��ZH�KDYH�WKUHH�ERRNOHWV�WKDW�FDQ�
KHOS��)LUVW� God or no god?� LV�D�ERRNOHW�\RX�FDQ�XVH�WR�DEVROXWHO\�
SURYH� WKDW�*RG�H[LVWV��$�VHFRQG�RQH��How Credible is the Bible?��
ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�SURYH�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH�LV�WUXO\�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��$QRWKHU�
ERRNOHW��Geology� Catastrophism and�the Scriptures��H[SODLQV�KRZ�
VFLHQFH�IDLOV�WR�SURSHUO\�LQWHUSUHW�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�HDUWK¶V�JHRORJLFDO�
IHDWXUHV��3OXV��LW�VKRZV�ZKDW�really�KDSSHQHG�WR�WKH�GLQRVDXUV��
� )RU�\RXQJHU�UHDGHUV��God’s Bible Pathway for Children�LV�D�
ZRQGHUIXO� ERRNOHW� IRU� SDUHQWV� WR� XVH� LQ� WHDFKLQJ� WKHLU� \RXQJ� FKLO�
GUHQ�DERXW�*RG�DQG�+LV�ZD\V���
� )RU� \RXQJ� SHRSOH� UHDG\� WR� UHDOO\� GLJ� LQWR� -HVXV¶� OLIH� DQG�
WHDFKLQJV�� D� JRRG� harmony� LV� DQ� LQGLVSHQVLEOH� WRRO�� �$� KDUPRQ\�
WDNHV�DOO�RI�WKH�VWRULHV�DQG�HYHQWV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�IRXU�*RVSHOV�DQG�RU�
JDQL]HV�WKHP�LQ�FKURQRORJLFDO�RUGHU�ZKLOH�SURYLGLQJ�D�VLGH�E\�VLGH�
FRPSDULVRQ�RI�HDFK�*RVSHO�DFFRXQW���A Harmony of the Gospels in 
Modern English—The Life of Jesus Christ SURYLGHV� DQ� HDV\�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG��VWHS�E\�VWHS�DFFRXQW�RI�-HVXV¶�OLIH��,W¶V�HDV\�WR�UHDG��VR�
LW¶V�SHUIHFW�IRU�WHHQV��
� 7KHVH� PDWHULDOV� DUH� DEVROXWHO\� free!� <RX¶OO� ILQG� WKHP� DQG�
PXFK�PRUH�DW�ZZZ�FKXUFKDWKRPH�RUJ��$OVR�YLVLW�RXU�IODJVKLS�VLWH��
ZZZ�WUXWKRIJRG�RUJ��
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